
History of Ancient Greece
Institute for the Study of Western Civilization

Week  Fifteen: The Parthenon
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So what is the Parthenon?
What does the word mean?
maiden girl's inner chamber
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So what is the Parthenon?
What does the word mean?

"maiden girl's inner chamber"
so in this case, the building

gets its name from the inner
chamber of Athena the goddess

to whom  the temple is dedicated.
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Athena
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Justice
Text

Olive

SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



In Greek mythology, 
Athena was believed to 
have been born from the 
head of her father Zeus. 
In the founding myth of 
Athens, Athena bested 
Poseidon in a 
competition over 
patronage of the city by 
creating the first olive 
tree. She was known as 
Athena Parthenos 
("Athena the Virgin")
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So what is the Parthenon?
It is a work of architecture built in 450 BC Athens
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So what is the Parthenon?
It is a work of architecture built in 450 BC Athens

Was it a building for housing thousands of worshippers?
Like Notre Dame in Paris?

No. The thousands gathered out in front.
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So it is more an object to look at, or to symbolize Athens.
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A work of architecture.
The largest most perfect building of marble ever built.
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And it is a vision of order.
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This perfect building of marble stood as a symbol of the city.
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This perfect building of marble stood as a symbol of the city.
A symbol of community.

Unity of Community and Universe
Athens and Athena
Athena and Zeus
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Order
Unity

Beauty
Perfection

Communal order; universal order, the beauty of order
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Communal order; universal order, the beauty of order

How to achieve a vision of order?
Create a physical embodiment of order
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How do you create a vision of order?
Commmunal order; universal order, beauty of order

MATHEMATICS
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Mathematics enable you to harness the physical world
to an abstract idea of perfection.
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Mathematics enable you to harness the 
physical world to an abstract idea of perfection.

THE MEASURE OF THAT ORDER IS THE HUMAN BEING
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THREE
ARCHITECTURAL
ORDERS=COLUMNS

SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



SundayFebruary 9, 2020



Tepediment (n.)
architectural term created in 17th Century

triangular part of the facade of a Greek-style building, 
1660s, alteration of periment, peremint (1590s), of 
unknown origin, "said to be a workmen's term" [OED]; 
probably a dialectal garbling of pyramid, the connection 
perhaps being the triangular shape. Sometimes associated 
with ped- "foot." Other possibilities include Latin 
pedamentum "vine-stalk, prop," and Italian pedamento, 
which at the time this word entered English meant 
"foundation, basework, footing." Meaning "base, 
foundation" is from 1726, by influence of Latin pedem 
"foot."xt
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