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THREE THINGS

Europe did not “slither” unwittingly into war in 1914 owing to some hidden dynamic of the
international system against which human agency was bound to fail.

The people who fought the war did not believe 1t was meaningless.

The failure of the peace settlement after 1919 1s owed far more to the consequences of the war,
than to the provisions of the treaties that end it.



THE WESTERN FRONT
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[ Allied powers

[ Central powers and allies

["] Neutral nations

=== Farthest advance by Central
powers on date marked
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WAR IN THE EAST

Casualties

% Mobilized
in Casualties

Russia

160,000,000
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ALLIED BLOCKADES 1914-1918

=== Allied naval blockades,preventing
goods from entering the North,
Baltic, Mediterranean,Aegean
and Adriatic Seas.
—=—— Allied patrol zones in the
Mediterranean
The Central Powers and their
conquests, cut off from food
supplies and raw materials from
Africa, Asia, the Far East and
the Americas
Neutral States, prevented by the
Allies from receiving shipments
which might be of value to the
Central Powers. The Allies
controlled all imports coming
by sea, and made neutral
shippers sign special agreements
for all cargoes
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=== Allied naval blockades,preventing
goods from entering the North,
Baltic, Mediterranean,Aegean

GREENLAND - and Adriatic Seas.

Allied patrol zones in the
Mediterranean
The Central Powers and their
conquests, cut off from food
supplies and raw materials from
Africa, Asia, the Far East and
the Americas
Neutral States, prevented by the
Allies from receiving shipments
which might be of value to the
Central Powers. The Allies
controlled all imports coming
by sea, and made neutral
shippers sign special agreements
for all cargoes

DENMARK
North > 24
N

RUSSIA

SPAIN

By

S
&
L

GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN SHIPPING
IMMOBILE BY JANUARY 1915

tonnage

Taking refuge in neutral ports 2,875,000
Captured by Allied ships 405,000 GERMAN IMPORTS FROM OVERSEAS
Detained in French ports 390,000 in tons

Detained at Antwerp 165,000 . ’
Detained in Russian ports 100,000 Butter§ Fats  Fish  LiveCattle Meat

Detained in the Suez Canal 80,000 1916 175,000 | 420,000 | 356,000 | 120,000

Total 4015000

In German and Austrian 1917 95000 | 150000 | 236,000 | 45000
ports, but emerging only at

ports, but emerging only — 1918 27000 | 80000 | 125000 | 8000
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THE FALL OF THE ROMANOVS
1917

.. & o 7 3558 .o

| eéw Pois sorpeRs Provisional government under Alexander Kerensky (12 Mar)
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=== The eastern front on 1July 1917 1 5 Mar - TS ar ab dicates

Austrian territory conquered by Russia 1-16
July 1917

\Ru§sian proposals for further offensive action 2 1 Mar — F inland autonomous

during the second two weeks of July
\_ Principal Russian military objectives for 1917
XA s i 7
e Vilkomir 254 Subject peoples insisting on independence from :
it g bl on st el 30 Mar — Poland 1in ependent
e Kovno when their demands were rejected or disregarded

Vilna @ The Bolshevik-dominated Councils of Workers,
Soldiers and Peasants,demanding an immediate

end to the war throughout April,May and June 1 2 Apr -_— E Stonia autonomous

GERMAN- ® Minsk

OCCUPIED
Baranovitchie In March 1917 Tsar Nicholas I of Russia abdicated. * . .
RussiA RUSSIA | The now PovisionalCouerment promised te Exiled Bolsheviks return from Switzerland (16 Apr)
Allies that it would continue to fight the Central
Powers, even though the Russian people were
weary of war. A major offensive was planned to
be launched on 1 July 1917
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w..:sw o Final Russian Offensive (June-July)

16-18 Jul — First Bolshevik coup attempt fails
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' BREST-LITOVSK

THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK,
AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR IN
EASTERN EUROPE, 1918
1 MARCH 1918
1917
General invitation to all belligerents to make peace
without annexations or indemnities. (8 Nov)

Brest-Litovsk Conference begins (3 Dec)

Finland, Moldova, Baltic states declare independence

LITHUANIA

1918
Ukraine concludes separate peace (Feb)

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (3 Mar)

Poland, Lithuania, Baltic Provinces, Finland,
Ukraine, and Trans-Caucasus abandoned to German

sphere of influence

o Sofia
BULGARIA
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NO MAN’S LAND
THE “MILITARY AREA”

GBR (4 Nov 1914): ... [wherein] merchant
shipping of all countries, fishing craft, and all
other vessels will be exposed to the gravest
dangers from mines which it has been necessary to
lay and from warships searching vigilantly by
night and day for suspicious craft.



NO MAN’S LAND
THE “WAR ZONE”
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attacks intended for enemy ships.




NO MAN’S LAND

USA (10 Feb 1915): to declare or exercise a right
to attack and destroy any vessel entering a
prescribed area ... would be an act so
unprecedented that this government is reluctant to
believe that the Imperial Government of Germany
contemplates it as possible.



NO MAN’S LAND

USA (10 Feb 1915): to declare or exercise a right
to attack and destroy any vessel entering a
prescribed area ...would be an act so
unprecedented that this government is reluctant to
believe that the Imperial Government of Germany
contemplates it as possible.

DEU (18 Feb 1915): the German government see
themselves compelled to meet England’s
= (AT murderous method of conducting maritime war
s(M——T "1 with drastic counter-measures ... in order to

IRELAND 7§ - .. :

3 = compel her to conduct maritime warfare in
accordance with international law and thus to
reestablish freedom of the seas.




AMERICA’S WAR

1915 War zone protest (Feb)
Lusitania sinking an “unfriendly act” (May)
1916 Sussex note threatens to break relations (Mar)
Final mediation effort fails (Dec)

1917 “Peace without Victory” Speech (Jan)

In every discussion of the peace that must end this war, it is
taken for granted that that peace must be followed by some
definite concert of power which will make it virtually
impossible that any such catastrophe should ever overwhelm
us again.... It is inconceivable that the people of the United
States should play no part in that great enterprise.



AMERICA’S WAR

1915 War zone protest (Feb)
Lusitania sinking an “unfriendly act” (May)
1916 Sussex note threatens to break relations (Mar)
Final mediation effort fails (Dec)

1917 “Peace without Victory” Speech (Jan)

The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a
warfare against mankind. (Wilson’s War Message)




WHAT DOES WILSON WANT?

* A Democrat from the Jim Crow South (b. Virginia 1856); defender
of Reconstruction as a just compromise

* No interest in overturning existing social, cultural, and racial
hierarchies

* Believed American economic and political practices would prevail
absent imperial obstruction




WHAT DOES WILSON WANT?

A proponent of American “exceptionalism” (# “idealism™)

Policy 1s an extension of the “Open Door” notes of 1899-1902
* Equality of access for goods and capital (but not labor)

Wishes to put an end to dangerous inter-imperial rivalries and
exclusive spheres of influence

* Anti-militarist, favors multi-lateral arbitration to settle disputes
among strong states, and to secure independence of weaker ones

“Freedom of the seas,” not “free trade”

* America most protectionist of advanced economies



WHAT DOES WILSON WANT?

* C(Categorically rejected negotiation based on the status quo ante

It is more important that Russia should weld herself into a virile
republic that it is that Germany should be beaten to her knees. ...
If democracy were firmly established in Russia, German autocracy
would be compelled to yield to a representative government within
a very few years. Austria could likewise emancipate herself from
Prussia, while Turkey could be sustained as an independent nation,

[thus settling] the question of a division of Asia minor ... which is
pregnant with future trouble.

Edward House to Wilson



WHAT DOES WILSON WANT?

* C(Categorically rejected negotiation based on the status quo ante

.. It was the status quo ante out of which this iniquitous war issued
forth, the power of the Imperial German Government within the
Empire and its widespread domination and influence outside of that
Empire. That status must be altered in such fashion as to prevent any
such hideous thing from ever happening again. ... We cannot take the

word of the present rulers of Germany as a guarantee of anything
that is to endure.

Wilson to Benedict XV
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American Entry

THE LUDENDORFF OFFENSIVE

Exhaustion / opportunism of important allies

Austria seeks to solidify gains from collapse of Russia and
Italian defeat at Caporetto (Dec 1917)

Bulgaria seeks to retain gains in Serbia and Macedonia

Turkey beaten in Palestine and Mesopotamia
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THE LUDENDORFF OFFENSIVE

Decay of the Burgfrieden
Reichstag Peace Resolution of July 1917
Rising labor unrest after the Turnip Winter

Left echoes demands for “peace without victory” put
forward by Trotsky and Wilson

Local superiority following Russian defeat

Improved tactical approach

I do not want to hear the word “strategy.” We hack a hole. The
rest comes of its own.

Ludendorff



THE ALLIED VICTORY ON THE WESTERN FRON

North Sea _

¢ BELGIAN
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FRENCH
9 August

English
. Channel

FRENCH

17 August

FRENCH -7
20 July

In June 1918 the Allies were doubtful of

being able to breach the German trench
system before 1919. But in July and August
they drove the Germans across part of

their main defence line, and on 26 September
a further Allied thrust drove the Germans
back as far as the main Antwerp - Metz
railway line, an essential supply link. On
November 11 the Germans agreed to an
armistice, although they still occupied much
of Belgium, and before any Allied troops
had crossed into Germany. Over 400,000
German troops were captured in this final
offensive

Arras.

FINAL ALLIED OFFENSIVE
JuLy — Nov 1918

The front line on 18 July
1918

Principal German fortified
defensive positions

The Antwerp - Metz
railway line

Allied thrusts,with dates
The armistice line,

11 November 1918

German-occupied Belgium
on armistice day

German-occupied France

on armistice day
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THE ALLIED ADVANCE

TO THE RHINE 1918

During the final three
months of the Allied
advance 385,000 German
soldiers surrendered.

But the Allied casualties
were high, and over
80,000 British troops
were killed

HOLLAND
(neutral) BELGIAN

ZONE
Cologr?e
Bonn®
® /Aachen
Coblenz
BRITISH

ZONE /" AMERICAN

ZONE

Trier
[

iy

Thierry

sé‘“e

Nancy ¢

7] Liberated by the Allies July- November 1918

mmmm  The Front Line on 11 November 1918, when
the Germans signed the Armistice at
Rethondes, and the war was over

Evacuated by the Germans after the Armistice

Occupied by the Allies from November 1918.
The American troops withdrew in 1923, the
British and French in 1929

8 Frankfurt

L Darmstadt

FRENCH GERMANY
ZONE

o
Kaiserslautern
The German Fleet surrendered

to the British and was interned
at Scapa Flow. In June 1919,
after seven months of captivity
it was scuttled by its officers,
and most of it lies on the sea-
bed today. From time to time
ships are raised for their scrap-
metal value

GERMAN SUBMARINES
SURRENDERED

To Britain
To France
To Italy

To Japan
To USA

To Belgium

THE ARMISTICE



THE PEACE OF PARIS

Territorial adjustments to create ethnic majorities
Constitutional governments to protect minority rights

Disarmament + collective security to preserve peace and provide security for small states
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THE PEACE OF PARIS

Territorial adjustments to create ethnic majorities
Constitutional governments to protect minority rights

Disarmament + collective security to preserve peace and provide security for small states
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NORTHERN SCHLESWIG
Voted to join Denmark
SOUTHERN SCHLESWIG
Voted to reimain German
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PRINCIPAL GERMAN LOSSES

100% of her pre-war colonies
80% of her pre-war fleet
48% of all iron production
16% of all coal production
13% of her 1914 territory

EUPEN, MALMEDY 12% of her population

Transferred to Belgium
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Mulhouse B AR

ALSACE-LORRAINE” OCCUPIED by Western Allies RHINELAND

DANZIG

Made a free City
under League of
Nations control

Stettin ®
Schneidemiihl o

POZNANIA

Poznan
°

®Berlin
b
Glogau ® OS“O.W

Dresden
S Breslau®

Beuten §
Gleiwiti

MILITARY INFRASTRUCTURE
Restricted to 1919 Levels

INTERNATIONAL RIVERS

Bydgoszcz
°

____—MEMEL
g emel Seized by

Lithuania
in 1920

Konigsberg

ALLENSTEIN
Voted to remain German

MARIENWERDER
Voted to remain German

POLISH CORRIDOR &
POZNANIA
Transferred to Poland

° Katowice

\WESTERN UPPER SILESIA
Voted to remain German

EASTERN UPPER SILESIA
Voted to become Polish

Rhine I Territory lost by Germany after her defeat

Elba 7] Territory retained by Germany following
Oder voting by the local population

Danube

VERSAILLES

German responsibility
Reparations

Territorial / population losses
Trial of war criminals

De-militarization

Rhineland occupied

Border regions demilitarized
Army and armaments limited
Fleet surrendered

E Territory retained by Germany, but within
which no fortifications could be built
or soldiers stationed

Returned to France  Evacuated in three stages, Administered by Germany, but no
after 47 years of 1926-30 fortifications allowed, and no military
German rule forces to be garrisoned within the area




THE GERMAN REVOLUTION
1918

8 Aug “Black Day of the German Army” (Amiens)
28 Oct Naval Mutinies

8 Nov Bavarian Republic proclaimed by Kurt Eisner
9 Nov Wilhelm II abdicates




Garde-Kav.(Schiitzen) Division.

Wer rettel
das Vaterland?

Das ist Litzows
wilde, verwegene J

- Ce!tralwerbé:fdle
“ scn Charlottenbur
Oranien Str._l?:

THE GERMAN REVOLUTION
1919-23

Jan Spartacist revolt

Feb  Socialist uprisings in major cities

Apr  Bavarian Soviet Republic

June Rhineland Republic [backed by France]
July  Allied blockade lifted

Oct  Last German troops leave Latvia

1920

Mar  Kapp Putsch defeated by general strike

Mar  Spartacist rising | French occupy Ruhr

June 1922 Walther Rathenau assassinated
Nov 1923 “Beer Hall Putsch” in Munich



| Russian territorial losses after y i co-Turkish War 1919-1922

the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, 1918 5
A Borders and zones of control under the Treaty of Sevres
[ Controlled by Bolsheviks, 1919 une s Grecce
[ Occupied by Allied troops, 1919 & N mmmm Zone of the Straits (British control)
<«— Attacks by White forces ; 7/ Rz 5 : mEmmm  Dodecannese (under Italy)
s ? aedestos ., i‘g& I A o

Attacks by non-Russian 7. CeTekidag) ‘ / i Smyrna Zone (Greek depedency)
anti-Bolshevik forces " z
Boundary of Soviet territory, - Sea of Marmara
March 1921 1 >

USSR
(BOLSHEVIK RUSSIA)
% ! (Bursa)  26.31 March
9 July 20

[

lalmgrad)

b4 )
A Kiev Kharkov

Ukraine

Crimea : e ™ ; o : Military Oeratlons during the War
® Sevasto| 2
x Major battles (date) b

7 % . 2 .
: ,;,,,,ui Blac r one Area controlled by the Greek Arm
- ———

Pre-war

. y y = ~
) 7&-& /_——* . c ’ A M June 1919 (Smyrna Zone)

A .
- & MW June 1920

{ . | ! - > July 1921 & Sept. 1921 - August 1922
TURKAY S - . August 1921 (Battle of Sakarya)

) ; Constantinopl
'T“'y ALBANIA & 3 f?} ! s g 7 5 August 1920
!




Log Scale. 1974 = 100p

10
1750 1770 1720 1810 1830

1850

1870

1820

1210 1230 1250 1970 1220

The importance of money flows from it being a link between the
present and the future.

John Maynard Keynes

THE BRITISH POUND
1750-1950

Inflation

1 1 1

1210 1230 1950

Deflation



Reicbsbanfnote

;}’maq,tg $Hilliaroen Fark

yabit die Reidsbantbauptafic (n Derlin gegen diefe Bantfnote
oem Einlicfever, Vom 1.Jebvnar 1924 2 ub? i Dicie Dants
note gufgerifen und wnter llmu.uﬂb aegen andere
gefesliche Sablungemise! eingesogen werden
Berlin, den 36, QEecber 1023

Reichabantdivefrorium
5"’."\_‘\ ',';".-' ’\";:'--"".." - "ﬁ
fomesr” ot * foter  AFX R F
B fikine, Til T 3y

mmarcqt e
ann.‘ ke

Letter w/ DM 40,000,000,000 postage (Nov 1923)

THE GERMAN INFLATION
1914-23

German Marks per $1 US

Pre-war 4.2

Jan 1919 ~ 200

Jan 1924 ~4.5T



GLOBAL FOREIGN INVESTMENT

Open and shut

Global foreign investment assets as % of sample* GDP

1957: Treaty of Rome signed, ® 2001: China joins @
creating the European World Trade
Economic Community Organisation

1939-45:» 4

Second world war 1989: Berlin Wall falls ®

1929-39: » «
Great Depression

1971: @
America
closes gold
i s
Bretton

‘ VU =

"7T?1f1'rTT1Y]Y17 YTYYTY[YY‘I ! '
1900 10 20 30 40 50 70 80 90 2000 12

1914-18:» 4
First world war
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McKinsey Global Institute



MEMORY

Niederwald, Germany Lyon, France



MEMORY

Thiépval Memorial (Somme) Memorial Plaque (Gallipoli)



Thiépval Memorial (Somme)
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