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Andrew J. Russell’s photograph of the meeting of the 
Transcontinental Railroad, Promontory, Utah 1869
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Charleston contest, St. Louis 1925
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San Francisco-San Jose Railway, 19th century
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Stout Airlines, Detroit
FridayAugust 9, 2019



FridayAugust 9, 2019



Becoming an industry: pilots get uniforms
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Stewardesses
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Meals on
flights
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Miami to Havana
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F. W. Woolworth Co.
1,111 stores in 1920, 1,525 in 1930
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The Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co.
4,621 stores in 1920; 15,418 in 1929
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“Chain stores expanded rapidly in the postwar years. Chain store units rose from 29,000 in 1918 to 160,000 in 1929; between 1919 and1927 their sales jumped 124 percent in drugstores, 287 percent in groceries, and 425 percent in apparel… 
By the end of the period, the A & P was selling a greater volume of goods than Ford at its peak; its billion dollar a year turnover accounted for one-tenth of all the food sold retail in the United States.”—William Leuchtenburg
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Safeway
766 stores in 1926; 2,669 in 1929
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Standard Oil
12 stations in 1920; 1000 in 1929
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J.C.Penny
312 stores in 1920; 1,395 in 1929
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Western Auto Supply Co.
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515 stores in 1920; 2,500 in 1929
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Farm family in Oregon with their new radio
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Radio programming
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Direct dialing began in 
1921 but took many years 

to implement  
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Coral Gables: America’s greatest orator, William Jennings 
Bryan, lecturing on the climate of America’s “most 

beautiful suburb” 
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After the speech, a 
shimmy!
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“Without the new automobile industry, the prosperity of the 
Roaring Twenties would scarcely have been possible; the 

development of the industry in a single generation was the 
greatest achievement of modern technology… The auto 

industry was the most important purchaser of rubber, plate 
glass, nickel and lead; it brought 15 percent of the steel 

output of the nation and spurred the petroleum industry to a 
tremendous expansion. There was scarcely a corner of the 

economy that the automobile industry did not touch; it 
stimulated public spending for roads, extended the housing 

boom into the suburbs, and created dozens of new 
enterprises from hotdog stands to billboards. By opening up 

inaccessible lands to settlement, the automobile radically 
altered residential patterns. In the 1920s for the first time, 

suburbs grew at a swifter rate than central cities…. Detroit 
became the Mecca of the modern world and Ford its 

prophet.”—William Leuchtenburg
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“For a man who changed the world, Henry Ford traveled in 
very small circles.  He resided his whole life within a dozen 

miles of his birthplace on a farm at Dearborn, Michigan, just 
outside Detroit.  He was defiantly narrow-minded, barely 
educated, and at least close to functionally illiterate.  His 

beliefs were powerful but consistently dubious, which made 
him seem, in the words of The New Yorker, ‘mildly 

unbalanced.’  He did not like bankers, doctors, liquor, 
tobacco, idleness of any sort, pasteurized milk, Wall Street, 
overweight people, war, books, reading, J. P. Morgan and 

Company, capital punishment, tall buildings, college 
graduates, Roman Catholics, or Jews.  Especially he didn’t 
like Jews…. He was particularly taken with what he saw as 

the infinite adaptability of the soybean.”
—Bill Bryson
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“Yet against this must be set his extraordinary achievement… Ford changed the automobile into a universal appliance, an affordable device practical for all…  Within just over a decade Ford had more than fifty factories on six continents, 
employed two hundred thousand people, produced half the world’s cars, and was the most successful industrialist in the world, worth perhaps as much as $2 billion, by one estimate.  By perfecting mass production and making the 

automobile an object within financial reach of the average workingman, he wholly transformed the course and rhythm of modern life.”—Bill Bryson  
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Moving assembly line at a Ford Model T factory

FridayAugust 9, 2019



FridayAugust 9, 2019



FridayAugust 9, 2019



FridayAugust 9, 2019



FridayAugust 9, 2019



Chaplin at Ford factory
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Chaplin and 
Ford

FridayAugust 9, 2019



Modern Times
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“The more or less unconscious and unplanned activities of 
business men are for once more novel, more daring, and in 

general more revolutionary than the theories of the 
progressives.”—Walter Lippman
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“The man who builds a factory builds a temple. The man 
who works there worships there.”—Calvin Coolidge
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Fiat founder Giovanni 
Agnelli (1866-1945)
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Fiat plant, Turin 1923
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Ford River Rouge Plant
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Michael Kenna
Study of River

Rouge
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Diego Rivera, Detroit Industry
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Charles Sheeler
1883-1965
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Charles Sheeler, Criss-Crossed Conveyors
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Charles Sheeler, Industry
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Charles Sheeler
Blast Furnace

 and Dust Catcher
—Ford Plant, 1927
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Charles Sheeler, American Landscape 1931 
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Charles Sheeler, Classic Landscape 1931
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Charles Sheeler, City Interior
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Charles Sheeler, Stacks in Celebration
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Margaret Bourke-White,
Open Hearth Mill

Ford Motor Company
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Margaret Bourke-White 
shooting from 

the Chrysler Building
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New York, 5th Avenue and 42nd Street, 1925
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Chrysler Building
1929
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Robert Moses
1888-1961
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Southern State Parkway
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The George Washington 
Bridge, 1927
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Charleston contest, Los Angeles 1925
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“Los Angeles marketed itself as a unique city, the first in history to which people came freely, not because of the brute necessity of finding work in satanic mills or foundries, but because they were attracted by the climate and the ambience and the 
lifestyle.  And that was a very significant fact about the place: the people who came to Los Angeles were at least second-generation Americans, who came not out of necessity but out of choice…. This meant that, in sharp contrast to the Italians 
and the Russian Jews who poured through Ellis Island into the sweatshops and construction jobs of New York City, they were already reasonably affluent; they came here because they were drawn to the promise of an even better life.  From the 

turn of the century, southern California promoters were conducting ambitious advertising campaigns in the Midwest, aggressively marketing the climate, the landscape, and the suburban lifestyle.  And part of that appeal was freedom to live where 
one liked and to travel where one liked: the first mass motorized city on earth.”—Peter Hall
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Henry E. Huntington
1850-1927
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Huntington’s mansion became the Huntington Library
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