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“The United States emerged from the Great War preeminent 
among the Wester powers, largely unscathed by the kind of 

spiritual exhaustion and depletion of resources that had 
devastated Europe. On the contrary, Fitzgerald wrote, 
‘something had to be done with all the nervous energy 

stored up and unexpended in the War…. We were the most 
powerful nation. Who could tell us any longer what was 

fashionable and what was fun?’  The very Europeans who 
had made a point of telling Americans what was fashionable 

in the past now often looked to America as a source of 
cultural freshness and innovation. When Harold Loeb, an 

American magazine editor and friend of Ernest 
Hemingway’s, went to Europe in the 1920s to gather 
contributions from foreign writers about the artistic 

conditions in each of their own cultures, he found they only 
wanted to talk about ‘New York,’ ‘skyscrapers,’ advertising,’ 
‘movies,’ and ‘jazz.’”—Larry Stempel, Showtime: A History of 

the Broadway Musical Theater







“An astounding two million New Yorkers, over a third of the 
population, were foreign born, and nearly three-quarters of 
all New Yorkers had at least one parent born abroad. Jimmy 
Walker’s New York had more Italians than Rome, more Irish 
than Dublin, more Germans than Bremen, and more Jews 

than London, Paris, Berlin, Rome, and Leningrad combined.” 
—Donald L. Miller, Supreme City 

By 1920, 30 percent of the population was Jewish, 20 
percent Irish, and 20 percent Italian.











“Throughout the 1920s, New York grew increasingly 
dependent on trucks to move its products , and cars to 
move its people, yet it was still a railroad city, served by 
thirteen major trunk lines that carried nearly 242 million 
passengers annually to and from its tow great midtown 

terminals. It was also the greatest mass transit city in the 
world, with six hundred miles of subways and elevated 

railroads. Every day, nearly three million passengers traveled 
into and out of the area of Manhattan below Fifty-ninth 

Street, the southern boundary of Central Park.” 
—Donald L. Miller, Supreme City



Jimmy Walker (1892-1946)





“Walker’s responsibilities were staggering.  The mayor who 
had most of all wanted to be a Broadway songwriter 

presided over the second largest government in the United 
States, next to the federal government. With a population of 
nearly six million, New York was about to pass London as 
the most populous city on earth, and its annual budget of 

roughly $500 million was nearly five times that of 
London’s…. New York’s ballooning municipal debt was 

increasing by almost $100,000 a day in 1926 and was nearly 
equal to the combined debt of the forty-eight states of the 

union. New York City government was spending more 
money yearly than it cost to run the government of Italy, a 
country of forty million people.  Put another way, its annual 

budget was equal to the combined budgets of Chicago, San 
Francisco, Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit, and St. Louis.” 

—Donald L. Miller, Supreme City: How Jazz Age Manhattan 
Gave Birth to Modern America
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Lois Long (1901-1974)  
The New Yorker’s fashion critic and nightclub reporter
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The Sports Capital

Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth, 1927



World Series crowd 1923



Dempsey-Carpentier Fight, July 2,1921



Jack Dempsey (1895-1983)







Waiting for news of the fight in Times Square



The Media Capital
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“In the late 1920s, New Yorkers got their news almost 
exclusively from their daily papers. Neither NBC nor CBS 

had a news bureau to capture the news and broadcast it at 
regularly scheduled times, and no radio station in the 

country had a news-gathering department… Radio coverage 
of the inauguration of President Hoover in March 1929, a 

lengthy broadcast that reached an audience estimated at 63 
million, convinced both Paley and Sarnoff to expand their 

news and public affairs offerings. Later that year, CBS 
launched its first regularly scheduled news program—a five-
minute segment in the morning.  It was a meager beginning. 
In 1931, Paley was publicly calling CBS ‘The News Network,’ 
but he had yet to hire a single correspondent or news editor; 

neither had David Sarnoff, whose network paid even less 
attention to the news.”—Donald L. Miller, Supreme City













Joseph Medill Patterson 
1879-1946 

Publisher of The New York 
Daily News  

(founded in 1919)

“He studied people as closely as the Plains Indians studied 
the buffalo herds—and for much the same reason.”—A.J. 

Liebling



“The three things people were most interested in, were, and 
in order, (1) Love or Sex, (2) Money, (3) Murder.  They were 

especially interested in any situation which involved all 
three.”—Joseph Patterson

The Ruth Snyder 
murder case 

1927



“In launching his tabloid—the first ever in the United States
—Joseph Patterson employed a number of the circulation-

boosting techniques of his legendary New York 
predecessors [Bennett, Hearst, and Pulitzer]. What set his 
paper apart was its crisply abbreviated presentation of the 

news, its fulsome use of photographs, its massive coverage 
of Broadway gossip and mass spectacle sports, and its 
compact size, which made it easy to read on a crowded 

subway car or sitting at a packed counter of a Chelsea hash 
house… It was an unabashed picture paper, with 

photographs on every page, and entire sections devoted 
entirely to photographs, making it a pioneer of 

photojournalism…. An emphatically local paper …, it was a 
mirror of its time and place: Gotham in the most dazzling 

decade of its history, its people bewitched by film and radio, 
flappers and financiers, sports and speculation.” 

—Donald L. Miller, Supreme City
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Commercial Capital: Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, 1924



The  
Woolworth 

Building



Bergdorf Goodman



Saks Fifth Avenue



The Construction Capital



Fred French















“Since the early 1920s, businesses had been migrating at a 
rapid rate from downtown to Midtown, where land costs and 

rents were far cheaper. The best location was close to the 
stir and tumult of Grand Central Terminal, not far from the 

Fred French Building.  By 1927, the Commodore’s once 
remote rail station was hemmed in by twenty of the most 

valuable blocks of real estate in the Western Hemisphere… 
By 1929, there was a long row of immensely tall towers, 

either completed or under construction, along East Forty-
second Street and its tributaries.  In that year, New York had 
188 buildings twenty-one stories or more, approximately half 

of all buildings of that height in the country.” 
—Donald L. Miller, Supreme City
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Lenox Avenue, Harlem, 1927
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Langston Hughes, Charles S. Johnson, E. Franklin Frazier, 
Rudolf Fisher, Hubert Delany, 1924
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Jacket design by Miguel Covarrubias, 1927
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Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington 
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