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Stalin and Truman at the Potsdam Conference, July 24, 1945



“On July 24, I casually mentioned to Stalin that we had a new 
weapon of unusual destructive force. He showed no special 

interest. All he said was he was glad to hear it and hoped ‘we 
would make good use of it against the Japanese.’”—Harry 

Truman



Melita Norwood 
(1912-2005)

“The great-grandmother who came in from the cold”



Exposed in 1999, at 87



Melita Norwood worked  
in the research department  

of the British  
Non-Ferrous Metals  

Association: 
TUBE ALLOYS  

was the code name  
for the British atomic  

bomb project.











John Cairncross, one of the Cambridge Five spies, also sent 
information about TUBE ALLOYS to Stalin.



As did Donald Maclean, another member of the Five.



Klaus Fuchs (1911-1988)





Why did one of the most intelligent men on the planet think 
he was performing a service to humanity by sharing the 

secrets of the most powerful weapon ever devised with a 
regime headed by one of the worst mass murderers in 

history?











Fuchs’s father was a professor of theology



Germany 1920



Germany 1933





“The only people who had risen above the fear and 
demoralization of the victory of Hitler and the Nazis, who 

had kept their strength and optimism, were those who had 
fought.  Only amongst those were there happy people.”—

Klaus Fuchs



Einstein addresses his fellow scientists



Nevill Mott 
1905-1996 

University of  
Bristol



Max Born 
1882-1970 

University of Edinburgh



Rudolf Peierls 
1907-1995 

University of Birmingham



Poynting Physics Building, University of Birmingham



“On the Construction of a ‘Super-bomb,’ based on a Nuclear 
Chain Reaction in Uranium”



William Penney, Otto Frisch, Rudolf Peierls, and John 
Cockcroft receiving Medals of Freedom for their 

contribution to the Manhattan Project, 1946



Klaus Fuchs, 1940



“Between 1941 and 1943, Fuchs had handed over 570 pages 
of calculations and description of the construction of an 
atomic weapon and the process of enriching uranium.  It 
was almost the sum total of the research that had been 

produced in Britain on the subject.”—Mike Rossiter





Columbia University 
1943 

Fuchs was sent to  
work on the gaseous  
diffusion method of  
uranium enrichment



The Manhattan Project: Los Alamos, New Mexico



Klaus Fuchs 
1943



Hans Bethe 
1905-2006



Richard Feynman 
1918-1988



Harry Gold (1910-1972) 
 was Fuchs’s  

courier in New Mexico,  
and David Greenglass’s  

contact as well. 
Greenglass was Ethel  
Rosenberg’s brother.





Soviet diplomat-spy 
Anatoly Yatzkov 

(1913-1993) 
 



Fuchs’s major contributions at Los Alamos: to calculate the 
approximate energy yield of an atomic explosion, and to 

design the complex ignition process that would initiate the 
explosion.



Fuchs gave this diagram to Alexander Feklisov, his 
controller in Britain, who had previously worked with Julius 

Rosenberg in New York 



Alexander Feklisov 
1914-2007



“Feklisov estimated that Fuchs gave him more than ninety 
documents covering the whole gamut of weapons research, 

from the construction of the bomb, the design of isotope-
separation plants and nuclear reactors, to the recovery of 

plutonium. He also passed over information about 
production rates from which the NKGB could calculate the 

size of the nuclear arsenal of the United States.”—Mike 
Rossiter



From Fuchs’s 
FBI 
File



William James Skardon 
1904-1987 

MI5 interrogator of  
Klaus Fuchs  

and the Cambridge Five







Ted Hall









CCNY



Joel Barr and Al Sarrant



Morton Sobell (1917-2018)





Achievements of the Rosenberg spy ring: 
—the design for the proximity fuse that brought down 

Francis Gary Powers’s U-2 spy plane 
—production drawings for Lockheed’s P-80 Shooting Star 

aircraft 
—military secrets pertaining to sonar, infrared rays, and the 
aiming devices for artillery pieces and anti-aircraft weapons 
—the first data on missile guidance systems and airborne 

radars for night-time navigation and bombing 
—altogether over 12,000 documents



During a non-stop photo session 
 over a July 4 weekend in 1947, 

Rosenberg, Sobell, and Perl  
photographed 1885 pages of  

documents from the safe  
of Theodore von Karman,  
at that time the nation’s  

most prominent aerospace  
engineer.





“Rosenberg’s band of amateur spies turned over detailed 
information on a wide range of technologies and weapons 

systems that hastened the Red Army’s march to Berlin, 
jumped-started its postwar development of nuclear 

weapons and delivery systems, and later helped Communist 
troops in North Korea fight the American military to a 
standoff.”—Steven Usdin, Engineering Communism





Arlington Hall



Code Breakers at Arlington Hall







FBI Agent Robert Lamphere (1918-2002)



FBI agents Hugh Clegg and Robert Lamphere



Igor Gouzenko (1919-1982), Soviet defector



Igor Gouzenko



Elizabeth Bentley 
1908-1963



David Sarnoff’s RCA  
provided encrypted  
wartime KGB cables 

 for the code breakers  
at Arlington Hall



Donald Maclean 
HOMER











Julius and Ethel Rosenberg









David and 
Ruth  

Greenglass



























Rudolf Abel (1903-1971)





Roy Cohn 
1927-1986





Judge Irving R. Kaufman 
1910-1992





The information Stalin gleaned from his networks in the 
United States and Great Britain enabled the Soviet Union to 

“punch above its weight” as a player in international 
relations, allowing the USSR to produce advanced weapons 
systems after World War II without the expense of research. 

Stalin’s possession of these weapons and of information 
about American negotiating positions encouraged him to 

harden his own line and to behave more aggressively in hot 
spots like Korea than he would otherwise have dared. The 

golden age of Soviet espionage in the West exacerbated the 
Cold War, introduced a paranoid element into international 
relations, strengthened the hand of one of the most brutal 

tyrants of the twentieth century, and saved the Stalinist 
regime in North Korea that is now threatening us with 

nuclear weapons.  
































