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LECTURE 5: THE RISE AND FALL OF PROHIBITION
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Captain
Frederick Marryat
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“I am sure the Americans can fix nothing without a drink. If 
you meet, you drink; if you part, you drink; if you make 

acquaintance, you drink; if you close a bargain, you drink; 
they quarrel in their drink, and they make it up with a drink. 
They drink because it is hot; they drink because it is cold. If 
unsuccessful in elections, they drink and rejoice; if not, they 

drink and swear; they begin to drink early in life, and they 
continue it, until they drop into the grave.”

—Frederick Marryat, A Diary in America (1839)
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John Bartholomew Gough and Jasper O’Farrell
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“Snap your burning chains, ye denizens of the pit, and 
come up sheeted in the fire, dripping with the flames of 
hell, and with your trumpet tongues testify against the 

damnation of drink!”
—John Bartholomew Gough
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Neal Dow
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Eliza Jane Trimble Thompson:
“Mother Thompson’s Crusade”
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Picketing
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Van Pelt’s Surrender
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Frances Willard: The Women’s Christian Temperance Union
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Carry 
Nation:

“a bulldog 
running at

the feet 
of Jesus,
barking at
what He 
doesn’t 

like”
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“Trying to distinguish ‘healthful’ beer from dangerous
liquor, brewers liked to refer to it as ‘liquid bread.’ George H. 
Gies took the healthfulness argument several steps further.”
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Anti-Saloon League Convention, 
Atlantic City 1916
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“I will fight them till hell freezes
over, then I’ll buy a pair of skates

and fight ‘em on the ice.”
—Billy Sunday
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The KKK was dry.
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Anti-Saloon League
Leader

Wayne B. Wheeler
1869-1927

The most powerful
man in America?

“He controlled six 
Congresses, dictated to

two Presidents, and 
held the balance of power

in both the
Republican and 

Democratic parties.”

SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



Ohio Governor
Myron T. Herrick
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Stanford 
University
President

David Starr 
Jordan
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Yale economist Irving Fisher
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US Steel Chairman
E. H. Gary
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Upton Sinclair and Booth Tarkington
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Orville Wright
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“As secretary of state in 1914, William Jennings Bryan 
served grape juice at state dinners.  The following year, as 

stump speaker for the ASL, he was delivering as many as ten 
speeches a day.”—Daniel Okrent
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“Sir, I do not desire nor will I
tolerate your

scurrilous contumely.”
—Richmond P. Hobson,

Prohibition advocate and orator 
in Congress
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“The brewers—almost all of them of German extraction—
were rendered helpless after the United States entered 

World War I and the ASL turned the nation’s anti-German 
feeling against them.
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“On January 16, 1920, this Detroit liquor store had no trouble depleting its stock. Within hours, a vast and unstoppable illegal trade was born, giving rise in turn to the creation of multistage criminal syndicates.”—Daniel Okrent, Last Call: The 
Rise and Fall of Prohibition
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Elihu Root: “Prohibition takes away the chief pleasure in life 
for millions of men who have never been trained to get their 

pleasure from art, or literature, or sports, or reform 
movements.”
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“The history of the United States could be told in 11 
words: Columbus, Washington, Lincoln, Volstead, two 

flights up and ask for Gus.”
—H.I. Phillips, The New York Sun
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Walter Ligget (1886-1935): “There is considerably more hard 
liquor being drunk than there was in the days before 

Prohibition and drunk in more evil surroundings,” as he 
could prove by “a truckload of detail and explicit facts.”
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Mabel Walker Willebrandt
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Izzy Einstein,
undercover Prohibition

agent for the 
Treasury Department
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Moe Smith and Izzy Einstein
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Edmund Wilson—
able to enumerate

97 terms for
drunkenness

in 1927
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The Thompson sub-machine-gun, aka
“the Chicago typewriter”
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Johnny Torrio
1882-1957
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Al Capone (1899-1947):
“Public service is my motto.”
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Eliot Ness vs. Al Capone
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Robert Stack as Eliot Ness
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Lucky Luciano
1897-1962
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Owney Madden, owner of the Cotton Club in Harlem, New 
York’s Public Enemy #2 
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Abner “Longey”
Zwillman
1904-1959
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Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel
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Aeromarine Airways—“liquor tourism”

SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



Prohibition is an awful flop
We like it.

It can’t stop what it’s meant to stop.
We like it.

It’s left a trail of graft and slime,
It’s filled our land with vice and crime,

It don’t prohibit worth a dime,
Nevertheless we’re for it.

—Flaccus in The New York World

SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



Pauline Morton Sabin
switched from dry

to wet.
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Pierre S. Dupont and John J. Raskob: the super-rich wanted lower income taxes
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Al Smith campaigning in 1928: “He may have been defeated by the anti-Catholic propaganda unleashed by the drys, but his public advocacy of the wet cause changed the terms of the political debate.”
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Cabinet Meeting—If Al Were President
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Labor-sponsored march in Detroit: the Depression hastened 
the end of Prohibition
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The Princeton Club, New York, 1929
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The Detroit River Route
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Moonshiners attached cow hooves to their shoes to disguise footprints in the woods.
SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



SaturdayAugust 10, 2019



Gertrude “Cleo” Lythgoe, smuggling queen
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H. L. Mencken celebrating the end of Prohibition
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William Powell and Myrna Loy in The Thin Man, 1934
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