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As theater critic: “Miss Hepburn ran the whole gamut of 
emotions—from A to B.”
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As literary critic
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As etymologist: Asked to use the word “horticulture” in a 
sentence, she replied: “You can lead a horticulture, but you 

can’t make her think.”
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As mentor for younger writers: “If you have any young 
friends who aspire to become writers, the second greatest 
favor you can do for them is to present them with copies of 

The Elements of Style. The first greatest, of course, is to 
shoot them now, while they’re happy.”
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As love poet:

By the time you swear you’re his,
Shivering and sighing,

And he vows his passion is
Infinite, undying—

Lady, make a note of this:
One of you is lying.
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In youth, it was a way I had,
To do my best to please.

And change, with every passing lad,
To suit his theories.

But now I know the things I know
And do the things I do,

And if you do not like me so,
To hell, my love, with you.
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Clockwise: Art Samuels, Harpo Marx, Alexander Woollcott, 
Dorothy Parker, Charles MacArthur
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Alexander Woollcott
1924
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Alexander Woollcott (1887-1943)
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Monty Woolley, Bette Davis, and Ann Sheridan
in The Man Who Came to Dinner (1941)
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George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart
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Alexander Woollcott/Sheridan Whiteside, in George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart’s The Man Who Came to Dinner:
“My great-aunt Jane had a box of chocolates every day after dinner.  She lived to be 102, and when she had been dead for two days, she looked better than you do now.”
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“Progressivism or liberalism is fundamentally the attempt to mould social life in the light of the best available knowledge and in the interest of a humane ideal. It lives by the definite formulation of convictions, by the initiation of specific 
programs and by the creation of opportunities to carry them out.”—Herbert Croly
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“The chief distinguishing aspect of the Presidential campaign of 1920 is the eclipse of liberalism or progressivism as an effective force in American politics. In every previous election, at least since 1896, one candidate or one party advanced a valid 
claim for support of those voters who believed that the public welfare demanded more or less drastic changes in national organization and policy; and since 1904 the preponderant preference of this progressive vote has determined the result of the 

election. In 1920, however, the voters with progressive opinions are confused, scattered, distracted and impotent. The Democratic candidate is bidding for their support; but his bid is low and, considering the record of his party, of more than 
doubtful cash value…. On the other hand the Republican candidate not only dares to defy progressivism by being unmistakably reactionary, but he is counting on his partiality for private business and his renunciation of any meddling with it in the 

public business to win the election for him.”—Herbert Croly
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“I tell you, it’s damned
discouraging to be a 

reformer in the 
wealthiest land in the

world.”
—Fiorello LaGuardia
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“The 1920s did, though, mark a time of transition within progressivism from the old-style urban progressivism, under leaders like La Follette and Bryan, to a new-style urban progressivism, which would call itself liberalism. Liberalism would 
be less interested in moral reformation and more in using the power of the federal government to provide specific economic benefits. Unlike progressivism, which drew its strength from the old-stock middle class of the small towns and the 

cities, with not a little support from rural areas, liberalism would have its base in the urban masses, often the ‘new’ immigrant workers of the great cities.”—William Leuchtenburg
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Woollcott on Ross: “He resembles a dishonest Abe 
Lincoln.”
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E. B. White and James Thurber
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James Thurber
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Gibbs, Parker, Thurber
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E. B. White and Katharine Angell
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Peter Arno
1928
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Cartoon by Carl Rose, caption by E. B. White
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Faulkner, Hemingway, Fitzgerald
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Gary Cooper and Ronald Colman,
The Winning of Barbara Worth, 1926
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Zane Grey (1872-1939) and Edgar Rice Burroughs 
(1875-1950)
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“Ah,  Thuvia of Ptarth, you
are cold even before the fiery
blast of my consuming love!
No harder than your heart,

nor colder is the hard,
cold ersite of this thrice

happy bench which supports 
your divine and fadeless

form!”
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Sinclair
Lewis
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H. L. Mencken
1880-1956
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“At a time when the respectable bourgeois youngsters of 
my generation were college freshmen, oppressed by 

simian sophomores and affronted with balderdash daily 
and hourly by chalky pedagogues, I was at large in a 

wicked seaport of half a million people, with a front seat 
at every public show, as free of the night as of the day, 

and getting earfuls and eyefuls of instruction in a 
hundred giddy arcana, none of them taught in school… 

But it would be an exaggeration to say that I was 
ignorant, for if I neglected the humanities I was 

meanwhile laying in all the worldly wisdom of a police 
lieutenant, a bartender, a shyster lawyer, or a midwife. 

And it would be idiotic to say that I was not happy.”
—H. L. Mencken
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"Here the general average of intelligence, of knowledge, of competence, of integrity, of self-respect, of honor is so low that any man who knows his trade, does not fear ghosts, has read fifty good books, and practices the common decencies stands out as brilliantly as a wart on a bald head, and 
is thrown willy-nilly into a meager and exclusive aristocracy.  And here, more than anywhere else that I know of or have heard of, the daily panorama of human existence, of private and communal folly—the unending procession of governmental extortions and chicaneries, of commercial 
brigandage and throat-slittings, of theological buffooneries, of aesthetic ribaldries, of legal swindles and harlotries, of miscellaneous rogueries, villainies, imbecilities, grotesqueries, and extravagances—is so inordinately gross and preposterous, so perfectly brought up to the highest 
conceivable amperage, so steadily enriched with an almost fabulous daring and originality, that only a man who was born with a petrified diaphragm can fail to laugh himself to sleep every night, and to awake every morning with all the eager unflagging expectation of a Sunday-school 
superintendent touring the Paris peep-shows."
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Daniel Burnham’s
Flatiron Building

by Alfred Stieglitz
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Babe Ruth (1895-1948)
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“He was bigger than the President.  One time, coming 
north, we stopped at a little town in Illinois, a whistle 

stop. It was about ten o’clock at night and raining like 
hell. The train stopped for ten minutes to get water, or 

something. It couldn’t have been a town of more than five 
thousand people, and by God, there were four thousand 
of them down there standing in the rain, just waiting to 

see the Babe.”
—Richard Vidmer, New York Times sportswriter
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In 1920, his first year with the Yankees, Ruth hit 54 
home runs—more than any other team in the major 

leagues. He batted .376 and led the league in ten 
batting categories…. In 1921, impossibly, Ruth had an 
even better  year than in 1920. He hit 59 home runs—a 

number so high as to be beyond the reach of any 
meaningful adjective—and scored more runs, had 

more extra base hits, and racked up more total bases 
than any player ever had before.”—Bill Bryson, One 

Summer
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“In 1920, when Ruth hit 54 Homers, no other player even 
hit 20. In 1921, his 59 homers were 11 more than the next 

two best hitters combined. By July 1921, in only his 
second year as a full-time batter, Ruth had already hit 139 

home runs, more than any other person had hit in a 
career before…. Ruth’s rise to fame could not have been 
more impeccably timed. It coincided precisely with the 

birth of tabloid newspapers, newsreel films, fan 
magazines, and radio—all vital cogs in the new celebrity 
culture—and his arrival in New York brought him into the 

throbbing heart of the media world.”—Bill Bryson
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The 1927 Yankees: Gehrig, Combs, Lazzeri, Ruth
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