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“After two years on the drawing board, D-Day was the most meticulously planned operation in military history—a logistical effort on a scale never seen before or since.  On June, 1944, 3.000 planes dropped 23,000 airborne troops behind 
German lines, and 7,000 ships delivered around 20,000 military vehicles and 130,000 Allied soldiers to storm five heavily defended French beaches in an all-or-nothing assault on Nazi-occupied Europe.  Once on shore, the troops had to 

negotiate two million mines buried in the sand, 46,000 fearsome beach obstacles and hundreds of miles of barbed wire, while dodging the shells and bullets fired by 40,000 German defenders.”
—Ian Duncan
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Eisenhower and Marshall
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Stephen Ambrose (1936-2002)
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“Every commander hopes to surprise the enemy, but in Ike’s case surprise was crucial, because he was on the offensive with forces that were numerically woefully inferior. Ike’s one great material advantage was Allied air superiority. On the ground the Germans had 59 divisions in 
France, while the initial Allied assault would be only seven divisions strong. By no means were those German divisions contemptible garrison troops—they were armed with the latest weapons, including tanks, and their morale was high. Many were veterans of the Eastern Front. 

The Allies therefore needed to do better than simply surprise the enemy—they had to induce Hitler to move the best of his units, especially the panzer divisions, away from the invasion site, and keep them away.”—Stephen Ambrose
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The Longest Day
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Ben Macintyre
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Rommel’s Asparagus
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What was the difference between the failure of the British landings at Gallipoli in 1915 and the success of the Allies’ invasion of Normandy in in 1944?  In 1915, the initial naval bombardment failed and the British lost the element of surprise.  In 1944, the Allies maintained the 
element of surprise not only on June 6, but for more than a month  after the initial landing of the Normandy beaches.  And they did so because of a successful deception campaign anchored by their double agents.  “Goliath could be cut down to size only if he didn’t know which 

direction David’s slingshot was coming from and was kept guessing”
(Ben Macintyre).
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Gallipoli 1915
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Enigma
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Dudley Clarke
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“Clarke had a near-photographic memory, keeping the details of half a dozen complicated plots in his head at once. Under his leadership, the deception outfit known as A Force had become an innovator and a technical marvel: it scoured 
the Middle East and built a library of 1,200 different kinds of paper for forgery purposes; it collected nearly every revenue, metal, rubber and embossed stamp used by the Nazis; it could reproduce the signatures of the most important 

German officials and maintained a huge index file that could tell you where General X was on any given day” (Stephen Talty).
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Sir John Masterman
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Eddie Chapman
Agent Zigzag
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“The most obvious target was the Pas de Calais in the 
northeast, the region nearest the British coast.  Deepwater 
ports Calais and Boulogne could easily be resupplied and 

reinforced once they were in Allied hands, and a bridgehead 
in Calais would offer the most direct route for a march on 
Paris and the German industrial heartland in the Ruhr….

The Normandy beaches were long, wide, and gently sloping, 
with suitable gaps in the dunes through which an invading 

force could spread quickly inland.  The lack of a deep-water 
anchorage would be ingeniously sliced by constructing 

artificial ports, code-named ‘Mulberry harbors.’  Along the 
mighty 1,600-mile Atlantic wall, the brickwork was thinnest 

in Normandy” (Macintryre).
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Juan-Pujol Garcia
1931
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Tom Mix

ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



Barcelona 1940
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Aricela and Juan Pujol Garcia
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Lisbon 1940
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“Arabel”
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“Arabel reported that the people of Liverpool indulged in ‘drunken orgies and slack morals at amusement centers.’ He appeared to believe that the summer heat in London was so intense that the diplomatic corps decamped to Brighton for 
the summer months. He reported major naval maneuvers on Lake Windermere (which is landlocked) involving an American-made tank (which had not yet been invented).  He provided details of unreal army regiments and even provoked the 

enemy into attempting to intercept a convoy, sailing from Malta, that did not exist” (Macintrye).
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“If it was within Pujol’s power to cause such mischief unwittingly, what might the results be if his efforts were directed in concert with other weapons of deception?”—Nigel West 

ThursdayAugust 15, 2019



Thomas Argyll Robertson
(1909-1994)
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“His writing style was exhaustingly verbose, a thicket of 
clauses and sub-clauses, adjectival swamps, and 
overwrought sentences that stretched to a distant 

grammatical horizon” (Macintrye).

Garbo to Karl-Erich Kuhlenthal: “I do not wish to end this letter without sending a Viva Victorioso for our brave troops who fight in Russia, annihilating the Bolshevik beast.”
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Tommy Harris
(1908-1964)
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“By the end of 1942, the Garbo network included an airline employee, the courier who supposedly smuggled Garbo’s letters to Lisbon, a wealthy Venezuelan student named Carlos living in Glasgow, his brother in Aberdeen, a Gibraltarian 
waiter in Chislehurst whose anti-British feelings were said to be exacerbated because ‘he found the climate in Kent very disagreeable,’ a senior official in the Spanish section of the Ministry of Information, an anti-Soviet South African, and a 

Welsh ex-seaman living in Swansea” (Macintyre).
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HMS Illustrious
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“The problem for Garbo was that his Agent No. 2, ‘William 
Gerbers,’ the man who’d spotted the fake convoy to Malta, 

was perfectly positioned to see the departure of the real task 
force that would be heading to French North Africa… Pujol 
and Harris conferred.  There was nothing else for it: No. 2 

would have to die” (Stephen Talty).
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“To get ashore, Ike absolutely had to fool the Germans into believing 
that he was landing somewhere other than Normandy; to stay ashore, 

he needed to fool them into believing that Overlord was a feint.  
Otherwise, the Germans would draw on their nearly ten-to-one 

manpower and armored superiority in France to mount a 
counterattack of such proportions as surely to drive the Allies back 
into the sea whence they came.  The air forces could help keep the 
Germans away from Normandy by blowing up bridges and railroad 

facilities, but by themselves the Allied planes could not keep panzer 
divisions immobilized.  Only a successful deception could do that.”

—Stephen Ambrose, Ike’s Spies 
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Colonel David Strangeways
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Brutus (Roman Czerniawski) and Tate (Wulf Schmidt)
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Dusko Popov (Agent Tricycle), the “Playboy Spy”
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Agent Treasure (Lily Sergeyev)
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Major Emile Kliemann and 
Lily Sergeyev in Portugal,

1944
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June 9,1944
Garbo’s most 

important message
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A Double-Cross Reunion, 1984
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