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The Odyssey

For Longinus, the Odyssey was a sadly deficient 
product of Homer’s old age.

To Samuel Butler the Odyssey showed signs of a 
woman’s interests and intellect.

For T. E. Lawrence, the author of the Odyssey was 
a “bookish house-bred man.”

The Iliad and the Odyssey
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The Iliad and the Odyssey

The structure of Odyssey is totally different than Iliad.

Iliad starts with RAGE of Achilles, then story roles on right to 
the burial of Hector.

The Odyssey on other hand starts with Telemachus and 
Penelope, then we get Ody telling his story-flashback then we 
get the story going again, and then back to Ithaca where we 
started. More complex. 

Could it be same writer? YES. Why?
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The Iliad and the Odyssey

Another difference: 
Miraculous apparitions, amazing giants, mysterious ladies, 
caves, sirens, etc. Seems to incorporate whole list of 
amazing tales.                                                                                                                           By now,           all the survivors, all who avoided headlong death           were safe at home, escaped the wars and waves.

Scholars: no one writer just lot of stories cobbled together.
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FROM THE ILIAD TO THE ODYSSEY * R. B. RUTHERFORD
Source: Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies, No. 38 (1991-1993)
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The Iliad and the Odyssey: similarities
1. Length, Iliad 16,000 lines, Ody 12,000 
No other epic poem like this at the time
2. Begins: In media res, in the middle of things (only tells 
part of the story. Iliad, one brief part of Trojan war)
3. Both have great rhetorical speeches (reveal character)
4. Both have great extended rich similies.
5. Moral dilemmas shown but authorial voice absent, no 
moralizing on events, events speak for selves.
6. Both have gods watching and intervening. 
Are they same in both epics?
7. Two poems seem a pair. Violent hero of Iliad dies early 
death (War poem). Wily man of intellect in Ody lives long 
life, comes home dies among family and friends (Peace 
poem).

SaturdayDecember 21, 2019



The Iliad and the Odyssey: differences

The Iliad is intense and sublime; Ody is diffuse and diverse.

Iliad action all concentrated in one location, Troy, beach, 
palace. Ody spreads all over the Mediterranean

Iliad is Tragedy. Ends sadly. Achilles doomed. Troy doomed.

Odyssey is happy story of getting home (he does) of 
reunion (they do) and happy ending. All together.

Achilles and Odysseus opposites: Violent Romantic warrior, 
the careful, wily, planner, organizer, thinker, schemer.
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Odysseus and the Sirens

For the free Greek male of the mid-eighth to sixth centuries, 
identification with the seafaring, resourceful, soulful Odysseus 
and his overseas adventures must have been profound. 
Odysseus may be a king, but he is also the definitive self-
sufficient farmer whose small island produces all that his 
personal household requires, and who asserts his rights to 
autonomy as a result. Odysseus is also exciting company.

Text
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ODYSSEUS
Practical
Resourceful
Brain as well as brawn
A supreme orator
Brilliant warrior
Excellent navigator
Excellent swimmer
Diplomatic
Good carpenter, builds ship
Built beautiful bed for him 
& Pen.
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ODYSSEUS
A good farmer
Knows how to plow
Knows how to plant
What to plant
While a boy got his 
own trees to tend
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ODYSSEUS
A prize winning athlete
Wins discus throwing
Also an able wrestler
Javelin thrower
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ODYSSEUS is very attractive to women.
2 gorgeous Goddesses want him
Athena flirts with him
Only major Ancient Greek hero 
who is exclusively heterosexual.

SaturdayDecember 21, 2019



Odysseus and Women
He goes into encounters with feminine power from which he 
invariably emerges with the upper hand. The Odyssey defines 
the male psychology that went with patriarchy by presenting 
various versions of the feminine—as desirable and nubile 
(Nausicaa), sexually predatory and matriarchal (Calypso, 
Circe), politically powerful (Arete, queen of the Phaeacians), 
domineering (the Laestrygonian king Antiphates has a huge 
daughter and a wife “the size of a mountain”), monstrous and 
all-devouring (Scylla, Charybdis), seductive and lethal 
(Sirens), but also as faithful, domesticated, and maternal 
(Penelope). In the “real” world of Greek island peasant 
farming, a good wife protects her husband’s interests and in 
his absence keeps her legs crossed for twenty years.
Edith Hall
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It continues the story of the Iliad
It finishes Bk 24.
Death of Achilles
the Wooden Horse
the Sack of Troy
Recovery of Helen
Murder of Agamemnon
Misfortunes of Greeks on way home

The Iliad and the Odyssey
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Book 1:  Homer invokes the muse. He begins 
his story with Odysseus trapped on the island 
of Calypso, a nymph who wants to take 
Odysseus as her lover. Athena talks Zeus into 
pulling strings to set Odysseus free. Then 
Athena disguises herself to visit Odysseus's 
son, Telémachus in Ithaca. There, she finds out 
that Odysseus's house is overrun by greedy 
suitors who have infested the place. They are 
trying to woo Penelope, Odysseus's wife. 

Telémachus
The Telémachia. 
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Book 2: Telémachus calls the council and 
denounces the suitors. The gods send an 
omen of fighting eagles, which a 
soothsayer claims indicates Odysseus will 
soon come home. Eurymachus accuses 
this prophet of being bribed by 
Telémachus. He states the suitors won't 
leave until Penelope picks one. 
Telémachus proposes that he be given a 
ship and crew. He will sail out to seek 
news. If Odysseus is dead, Penelope will 
be available for marriage after the funeral 
is held. 

TelémachusThe Telémachia. 
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Book 3: Telémachus sails to King 
Nestor at Pylos, who tells him 
stories of the Trojan War and when 
Odysseus was last seen. 
Telémachus takes a chariot to 
travel to Sparta to speak with 
Menelaus and find further clues. 

 TelémachusThe Telémachia. 
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Book 4: Telémachus visits King 
Menelaus. The King weeps because 
Telémachus resembles Odysseus so 
much, reminding Menelaus of his 
lost friend. He and Queen Helen 
tell more stories of Odysseus's 
exploits. Meanwhile, at Ithaca, the 
suitors are arranging to murder 
Telémachus so he won't be able to 
inherit the throne. 

 TelémachusThe Telémachia. 
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Book 5: The God Hermes, sent by 
Zeus in Book 1, arrives on Ogygia, 
where Calypso has trapped 
Odysseus. He finds Odysseus 
weeping on the beach, yearning for 
his family, and he orders Calypso 
to release him. Odysseus builds a 
raft from palm trees and sets sail. 
Poseidon spots Odysseus, and 
raises sea-storms to shipwreck 
him. 

 Calypso
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Book 6-8: Odysseus washes ashore 
among the Phaeacians. Princess 
Nausicaä finds him, and he is 
treated to a banquet, where he 
retells the story of how he came to 
this situation, filling in the details 
of his journey after he left King 
Menelaus. 

Princess NausicaäOdysseus Tells His Story 
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Book 9: Odysseus tells about his 
raid on Ismarus, his stop at the 
country of the Lotus-Eaters, his 
trip to the island of the Cyclopes 
and his quick-thinking in blinding 
the Cyclops (Polyphemus) and 
escaping his lair. He explains how 
this angered Poseidon. 

Princess NausicaäOdysseus Tells His Story 
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Book 10: Odysseus tells about Aeolus's gift 
of a bag filled with winds. His crew next 
barely escapes from the Island of the 
Laestrygonians, vicious cannibals. (The 
Laestrygonians destroy all his men and boats 
except the one boat Odysseus and a handful 
of his men are on). The survivors next land at 
Aeaea, where the witch Círcë lives. She lures 
the scouting party.  Only Odysseus escapes 
because of his suspicious nature. The other 
crewmen are too terrified to help, but 
Odysseus uses the magical herb "Moly" to 
protect himself. When her spells don't affect 
Odysseus, he threatens her life until she 
relents and restores his men to human shape.  
He and his men spend nearly a year with her 
on the island, and in the end Círcë agrees to 
help Odysseus get home. 

Círcë

Odysseus Tells His Story 
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Circe and Getting Home

Book 11: Círcë gives Odysseus 
directions on how to make a 
magical journey into Hades, the 
land of the dead, where he can 
learn from ancient spirits how to 
safely make it home. He 
sacrifices a ram and a black
ewe, and he feeds the blood to 
the ghosts so they can take form 
and talk.
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Book 12:  Following Círcë's advice, Odysseus 
succeeds in getting past the sirens, Scylla, 
and Charybdis. His starving crew, however, 
kill and eat sacred cows belong to Heliós 
( the Greek Sun-God). The gods raise storms 
that drive the boat all the way back to 
Charybdis. There, Odysseus's ship sinks and 
his men drown. Only Odysseus thinks 
quickly enough to save himself, and he 
washes ashore on Ogygia, where Calypso 
enslaves him. [This spot is chronologically 
where Book 1 and Book 5 begin in medias 
res.] 

The Storm and
The Wreckage
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Books 13-16: The generous 
Phaeacians help Odysseus get home 
even though this angers Poseidon. 
Odysseus arrives on Ithaca and 
disguises himself as a beggar to scout 
out the land. His kingdom is in 
shambles. One of his old servants, 
Eumaeus the swineherd, takes pity 
on the "bum" and takes him home for 
a meal. While Eumaeus is not 
around, Odysseus drops his disguise 
and reveals himself to Telémachus. 

Odysseus Gets Home
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Book 
Six
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End
Of
BK 6
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Book 6-8: Odysseus washes ashore 
among the Phaeacians. Princess 
Nausicaä finds him, and he is 
treated to a banquet, where he 
retells the story of how he came to 
this situation, filling in the details 
of his journey after he left King 
Menelaus. 

Princess NausicaäOdysseus Tells His Story 
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Book 9: Odysseus tells about his 
raid on Ismarus, his stop at the 
country of the Lotus-Eaters, his 
trip to the island of the Cyclopes 
and his quick-thinking in blinding 
the Cyclops (Polyphemus) and 
escaping his lair. He explains how 
this angered Poseidon. 

Princess NausicaäOdysseus Tells His Story 
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Book 10: Odysseus tells about Aeolus's gift 
of a bag filled with winds. His crew next 
barely escapes from the Island of the 
Laestrygonians, vicious cannibals. (The 
Laestrygonians destroy all his men and boats 
except the one boat Odysseus and a handful 
of his men are on). The survivors next land at 
Aeaea, where the witch Círcë lives. She lures 
the scouting party.  Only Odysseus escapes 
because of his suspicious nature. The other 
crewmen are too terrified to help, but 
Odysseus uses the magical herb "Moly" to 
protect himself. When her spells don't affect 
Odysseus, he threatens her life until she 
relents and restores his men to human shape.  
He and his men spend nearly a year with her 
on the island, and in the end Círcë agrees to 
help Odysseus get home. 

Círcë

Odysseus Tells His Story 
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Circe and Getting Home

Book 11: Círcë gives Odysseus 
directions on how to make a 
magical journey into Hades, the 
land of the dead, where he can 
learn from ancient spirits how to 
safely make it home. He 
sacrifices a ram and a black
ewe, and he feeds the blood to 
the ghosts so they can take form 
and talk.t

Círcë
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Book 12:  Following Círcë's advice, 
Odysseus succeeds in getting past the 
sirens, Scylla, and Charybdis. His 
starving crew, however, kill and eat 
sacred cows belong to Heliós ( the 
Greek Sun-God). The gods raise 
storms that drive the boat all the way 
back to Charybdis. There, Odysseus's 
ship sinks and his men drown. Only 
Odysseus thinks quickly enough to 
save himself, and he washes ashore 
on Ogygia, where Calypso enslaves 
him. [This spot is chronologically 
where Book 1 and Book 5 begin in 
medias res.] 

The Storm and
The Wreckage
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Books 13-16: The generous 
Phaeacians help Odysseus get home 
even though this angers Poseidon. 
Odysseus arrives on Ithaca and 
disguises himself as a beggar to scout 
out the land. His kingdom is in 
shambles. One of his old servants, 
Eumaeus the swineherd, takes pity 
on the "bum" and takes him home for 
a meal. While Eumaeus is not 
around, Odysseus drops his disguise 
and reveals himself to Telémachus. 

Odysseus Gets Home
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Odysseus Gets Home
 Book 17: Odysseus enters the main city. His 
disguise is so good Penelope and others do 
not recognize him. Only an aged, toothless, 
abandoned dog covered with sores, lying in a 
pile of dung, reacts to Odysseus by wagging 
its tail. Eumaeus explains that this wretched 
creature was Argus, once Odysseus's favorite 
hunting dog. The dog lifts its head, whimpers, 
and then dies--forcing Odysseus to hide his 
tears. At the palace, Antinoüs curses the 
"ragged beggar" and hits him with a footstool. 
Penelope rebukes Antinoüs and gives
the beggar (Odysseus) permission to stay at 
the palace.
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Odysseus Gets Home

 Book 18: Another beggar, Irus, gets 
enraged and tries to bully Odysseus for 
intruding in his favorite panhandling 
location. Antinoüs, bored and filled with 
bloodlust, arranges a boxing match 
between the two. They are surprised when 
the wiry Odysseus displays potent muscles 
by breaking Irus's jaw. Odysseus manages 
to find out that Melantho, one of the palace 
maidservants, has become the mistress of 
Eurymachus, and that the other 
maidservants are being abused by the 
suitors
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Odysseus at Home  Book 19: Eurycleia, an aged nurse who 
cared for Odysseus as a child, sees through 
Odysseus's disguise. Odysseus barely 
prevents the truth from coming out. 
Penelope declares her decision: she will 
marry tomorrow whichever suitor can 
duplicate her husband's feat of shooting an 
arrow through twelve straight rows of axes 
after stringing his bow.

Book 20: That night, Odysseus and Penelope 
both toss and turn, worrying about the 
outcome of events. Penelope prays that she 
die before she is ever forced to marry one of 
the repugnant suitors. The suitors put
in motion their plot to kill Telémachus.
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Odysseus at Home

Text

Book 21: The contest begins, and the suitors 
have trouble stringing the bow. In the 
meantime, Telémachus orders all the women in 
the household to stay in their quarters and out 
of sight. Eumaeus and Philoetius arrange to 
remove all weapons from the hall and lock all 
the doors. Odysseus takes the bow (while 
being mocked by the suitors) and successfully 
strings it and shoots through the rows of axes, 
dumbfounding those watching.
 
Book 22: While everyone is gaping, Odysseus 
enacts his plan and begins killing the suitors, 
shooting them like cardboard targets while 
they are unarmed and helpless. His son and 
the loyal servants help keep them trapped.
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Odysseus at Home

Text

Book 23: Odysseus and Penelope are reunited. 
Athena arranges for the goddess Aurora (the 
Dawn) to take the morning off. The sun delays 
its rise for a full twenty-four hours so Odysseus 
and Penelope can have a truly epic night for 
their romantic reunion.

 Book 24: In Hades, the dead spirits of old 
Greek warriors are surprised at the sudden 
incursion of so many young men all at once. 
Agamemnon is greatly impressed by stories of 
Odysseus's cunning and Penelope's fidelity. 
The kinsmen of the slain suitors are angry, and 
they try to revolt. The Ithacan civil war comes 
to a quick halt, however, when Zeus sends 
thunderbolts to strike down the rebels. 
Odysseus resumes his reign as king.
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