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THE FIRST INVASION: Celts
THE SECOND INVASION: Romans
THE THIRD INVASION: Anglo-Saxon
THE FOURTH INVASION: Vikings
THE FIFTH INVASION: Normans
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Areas
That
Remain
The
Strong
holds
Of 
Celtic
Britain
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THE FIRST INVASION: Celts
THE SECOND INVASION: Romans
THE THIRD INVASION: Anglo-Saxon
THE FOURTH INVASION: Danes
THE FIFTH INVASION: Normans
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Caesar: 55 BC
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407 Rome leaves Britain
493 death of St Patrick

547 death of St Benedict
550 St Columba Ireland
563 Columba to Iona
565 death of Justinian

516 King Arthur
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St Patrick, 385-493 AD
born during reign of Theodosius

Patrick="Patricius"=noble, patrician
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August 24, 410, Sack of Rome
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Romulus Augustulus
461-507 (?)

Emperor: 31 October 475 – 4 September 476
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600
Pope 

Gregory 
the Great

& St 
Augustine 
of Kent

CHRISTIANS
SEND

ROMAN
MISSIONARIES
TO ENGLAND

TO 
BUILD

A BRITISH
ROMAN

CHRISTIANITY
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597 AD: Pope Gregory Sends Augustine to Britain

Rome reaches out to Britain; 
begins build international ROMAN Catholic Church
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St Augustine of Canterbury (d.604) preaching 
before Ethelbert King of Kent (552?-616)
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Ox

CAM

BATH

COTS

NOR

GLAST
Canterbury
King of Kent
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The Anglo-Saxons and Beowulf 
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500+ BEGIN TO BUILD NEW ANGLO SAX KINGDOMS
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Anglo Saxon Britain
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The Anglo-Savon Kingdom of Wessex becomes England 
                                      700-1000

Alfred the Great 849-899
King at age 21   871
by  890s Alfred called
King of the "English"

in 866, the Vikings 
seized York and 
established their 
own kingdom in 
the southern part 
of Northumbria.
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NINE AND TENTH CENTURIES  VIKING INVASIONS

800s and 900s Vikings-Norsmen spread out all over invade
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THE FIRST INVASION: Celts
THE SECOND INVASION: Romans
THE THIRD INVASION: Anglo-Saxon
THE FOURTH INVASION: Vikings
THE FIFTH INVASION: Normans
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Statue of 
Alfred the Great

(849-899)
King of Wessex 

by Hamo Thornycroft 
in Winchester, 

unveiled during the 
millennial 

commemoration of 
Alfred's death

1899
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CAM

BATH

COTS

NOR
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Canterbury
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876:  Vikings (Normans) Arrive in Normandy
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THE SECRET OF THE VIKING’S POWER: SHIPS
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The Normans:  Rollo
846, born

875, expelled
876, raid France
885, raid Paris

911, siege, Chartres
911, Treaty Saint Clair
Rolf becomes Robert

Rolf becomes Christian
Rolf becomes liegelord

of King of France
King Charles the Simple
Robert on way to being
Duke of Normandy, 911

932, died
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NORMANDY
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The Normans
Dukes of Normandy

Rollo, Count of Rouen
William I, 893-927-942

Richard I, 933-996
Richard II, 963-1026

Richard III, 1002-1027
Robert I, 1000-1035

William II,  1028-1087
(William the
Conqueror)
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William the Conqueror 1027-1087

Chateau Falaise Guillaume Conquerant 

William was the son of the unmarried Robert I, Duke 
of Normandy, by Robert's mistress Herleva. His 
illegitimate status and his youth caused some 

difficulties for him 

SaturdayNovember 23, 2019
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1066, William the Conqueror
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William unifies England 
around 100 castles.
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Dover Castle
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Warwick Castle
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Coventry Castle
SaturdayNovember 23, 2019



Windsor Castle
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Tower of London built by William the Conqueror, 1078
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planta
ginestra

succeeded by Henry IV, (cousin) Lancaster
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Angers
Capital of Anjou and the Angevin Empire
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Geoffrey, “Le Bel”, Count of Anjou,  1113 - 1151
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Daughter Matilda, Heiress to 
the throne  

Death of King Henry I 
of England, 1135
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Empress Matilda,  
1102 - 1167

Stephen of Blois
King of England,  

1135-1154

Henry Duke of
Normandy

1153- Peace, Henry will succeed
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Angevins Titles
• King of England
• King of the Romans
• Lord of Ireland
• Prince of Wales
• Duke of Normandy
• Duke of Brittany
• Count of Anjou
• Count of Maine
• Count of Nantes
• Count of Poitou
• Lord of Cyprus
• Plantagenet claim to France
• Plantagenet claim to Jerusalem
• Plantagenet claim to Sicily
• Plantagenet claim to Castile
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SOUTHWEST
FRANCE

1000
THE

DUKES
OF

AQUITAINE
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THE SECOND CRUSADE LED BY LOUIS VII
ELEANOR INSISTS ON GOING TOO

Stop to see the Pope on way home.
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"Your Holy Father I want a divorce."

Trouble between Eleanor and Louis VII
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“I thought I married a king, 
but I have discovered that
I have married a monk.”
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Trouble in Paris; 
No male heir from Eleanor; 

“Get rid of her”

Louis loves her. But gives in. 
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 March 9, 1152 Marriage annulled 
between Louis VII and Queen Eleanor
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Eleanor co-operates; a new friend she met in Paris.

Young  (19) handsome
Duke Henry of Normandy

Eleanor is 30
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April, 1152 Eleanor Retires to her Castle in Poitiers

Retains
her

Duchy
1/4 of 

all France.
She 

Returns
Unmarried

So her
Lands are
Still hers.
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May 1152, Duchess Eleanor of Aquitaine
Marries Henry Duke of Normandy
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1152
Birth of the

Angevin
Empire.

Lands of Eleanor
(Aquitaine)

join
Lands of Henry

(Normandy)
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COUNTY: ANJOU

CAPITAL: ANGERS
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1154
Coronation of
King Henry II

and 
Queen Eleanor

of England, Scotland,
Ireland, Anjou,

Poitiers
Aquitaine
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The Angevin Empire
gets bigger

in 1154.
Now from 

Scottish Highlands
to the Pyrenees
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Angevin Empire
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Henry
and

Eleanor,
Partners

1154-
1164
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1.William IX, Count of Poitier1153-1156
2.Henry the Young King 1155-1183
3.Matilda, Duchess of Saxony 1156-1189
4.Richard I, King of England 1157-1199
5.Geoffrey II, Duke of Brittany 1158-1186
6.Eleanor, Queen of Castile1161-1214
7.Joan, Queen of Sicily 1165-1199
8.John, King of England 1166-1216
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Richard,
1157-1199

John, 1166-1216

Henry III 
1207-1272

Edward I
1239-1307

Edward II
1284-1327

Edward III
1312-1377
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Richard II,  
1367-1400 

Henry IV
1367-1413

Henry V
1386-1422

Henry VI
1421-1471 Edward IV

1442-1483

Richard III
1452-1485
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1164 Trouble Between Henry and Eleanor
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1164 Trouble Between Henry and Eleanor
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Fair Rosamund Clifford

Rosamund Clifford
 (before 1150 – c. 1176)

often called "The Fair 
Rosamund" or the "Rose of 
the World" (rosa mundi), 

was famed for her beauty and 
was a mistress of King Henry 
II of England, famous in 
English folklore.
Stories said that she was the 
woman Henry lobed most in 
all the world.

She died young in a 
monastery to which she had 
retired.
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By 1164, Henry at war with his wife and his best friend.

SaturdayNovember 23, 2019



Henry II and Thomas Becket
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Henry II and Thomas Becket
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The Murder
of 

Thomas
Becket

Dec 29, 1170
near the altar

of 
Canterbury 
Cathedral
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Henry II does public penance 
for the murder of Thomas Becket
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Trouble Between Henry and Eleanor
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Winchester Castle
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1180, Death of King Louis VII, new young king, Philip II

New
relationship

between
Richard
and King 
Philip II
Anthony 
Hopkins)

New
King of
France
Young

Handsome
Dynamic
(Timothy
Dalton)
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1183
Royal Family 
rocked by
death of

heir to the
throne: 

Prince Henry
New Prince of Wales

Richard
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1189, Death of King Henry II
King Richard the Lionhearted
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Burial of Henry II here at the Abbey of Fontevraud
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Coronation
of

King 
Richard I
London
1189
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The Third Crusade to the Holy Land, 1189-1192
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Richard Meets Saladin
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Richard Captured, 
Held for Ransom

On his way back from the crusades, one of 
England's most famous and romantic medieval 
kings was ship-wrecked and stranded near 
Venice. Trying to make his way home in disguise, 
he was arrested and imprisoned and effectively 
disappeared. He didn't return home for another 
fifteen months, and at enormous cost - a quarter 
of the entire wealth of England was paid to win 
his release. The extraordinary events surrounding 
Richard the Lionheart's disappearance provides 
the background to some of the most colorful and 
enduring legends - Robin Hood, the Sheriff of 
Nottingham, the discovery of King Arthur's grave, 
and above all, the story of Blondel, Richard's 
faithful minstrel, and his journey across central 
Europe - singing under castle towers - until he 
finds the missing king. Blondel's Song tells the 
tale of one of the most peculiar incidents of 
medieval history, and the background to the real 
Blondel and his fellow troubadours, as well as the 
courts of love, the Holy Grail, emergence of 
gothic cathedrals like Notre Dame and Chartres, 
and the unique moment of tolerance in the West 
- when Europe shared a language, and a new 
culture of music, romance and chivalry.
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Dunstein Castle Germany, Richard imprisoned
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Dunstein Castle Germany, Richard imprisoned

THE
TROUBADOR

ON THE
ROAD
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Dunstein Castle Germany, Richard imprisoned

NOW ALL EUROPE KNOWS WHERE HE IS
AUTHORITIES HAVE TO ALLOW RANSOM
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Dunstein Castle Germany, Richard imprisoned
Eleanor goes to work to raise the ransom

NOW ALL EUROPE KNOWS WHERE HE IS
AUTHORITIES HAVE TO ALLOW RANSOM
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Convocation of Mainz, Jan 1194
All converge on historic city

All of the Holy Roman Empire
Queen Eleanor and her son Richard
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The Ransom is paid and Richard released,  March 1194
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Eleanor Brings King Richard Home,  March 1194
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Forgive your brother.
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Death of King Richard the Lionhearted
Chalus-Chabrol, France,  1199
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Eleanor brings her son home to Fontevraud.
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Roman
Justinian Code

jury trials involve 
population in justice

good records, archives

precedents

law schools 
study precedents
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trial, judge, jury

are very active can render 
opinions that are contrary 

to popular opinion
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Corpus Juris Civilis 
(Latin, although created in Constantinople-Greek)
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Corpus Juris Civilis

April 7, 529, issue first part: Corpus Justinianus
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Corpus Juris Civilis
1. Codex

all Roman law organized

2. Digest
summary of all Roman
legal opinions (lawyers)

3. Institutes
law textbook for all

law schools

4. the “novels”
new law since corpus
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Medieval
manuscript

of
Corpus
spotted

but survived

SaturdayNovember 23, 2019



SaturdayNovember 23, 2019



The Institutes
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For almost 500 Years
the Corpus disappeared 

in Western Europe
then

1072 or so...
a copy is found in Tuscany

probably Pistoia
by 1080’s

it is being taught at...
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Bologna
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University of Bologna
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1088 Rediscover and Begin Teaching Roman Law
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1088 Rediscover and Begin Teaching Roman Law

1160s Henry creating Common Law
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Roman
Justinian Code

jury trials involve 
population in justice

good records, archives

precedents

law schools study precedents
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Civil Law vs Common Law
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Roman
Justinian Code

jury trials involve 
population in justice

good records, archives

precedents

law schools study precedents
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WHY REFORM THE LAW SYSTEM?

To unify the country.

To increase royal power.

A solid strong national legal system headed up
by the King meant an increase of royal power.
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Medieval states were "law-states," and the provision of justice (the 
adjudication of claims about property, for example) was one of the principal 
sources of its authority and legitimacy and of the monarch's authority.

The state was based on law and existed to enforce law.  The ruler was 
bound morally (and often politically) by the law, and European law was not 
merely criminal law, as was that of many other regions; it regulated family 
and business relationships, and the possession and the use of property.  

In no other political system was law so important; in no other society were 
lawyers to play such an important role.  If you compare to Islamic states you 
see the Religious authority supreme. This will be the great battle of Henry's 
reign. He will lose temporarily but the principle will triumph. 

Law in the new Medieval States
Law in Norman England
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WHY REFORM THE LAW SYSTEM?

To unify the country.

To increase royal power.

A solid strong national legal system headed up
by the King meant an increase of royal power.
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English rulers had less difficulty than their French cousins in 
achieving internal sovereignty.  

England was a small kingdom, not much larger than some of the 
great duchies of France or Germany.  

An active king could visit most parts of his realm with some 
regularity.  Moreover, a long series of conquests had prevented 
the rise of strong provincial rulers or the development of deeply 
entrenched provincial institutions.  

ENGLISH UNITY
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Because no areas had been monopolized by provincial dynasties 
that had endured,  the king still had lands and rights of justice in 
all parts of his realm.  

Because his lands and rights were so widely dispersed he had to 
have agents everywhere—sheriffs and bailiffs, keepers of castles 
and forests.  

Keeping track of the income produced by hundreds of different 
sources made plain the need for a central financial office: the 
English Exchequer of the early 12th century.  The Exchequer 
kept meticulously detailed records; it had a highly professional 
staff; it became so solidly established that it could function even 
in periods of civil war.    

ENGLISH UNITY
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HOW DID HENRY II CREATE THE COMMON LAW

1. trial by jury.

2. the "King's peace: royal courts, traveling justices.

3. archives: good record keeping (London)

4. Law schools, London, "Inns of Court"
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ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE
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The Middle Temple, Fountain Court
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Silk is a British television drama series produced by the BBC 
which was broadcast over three series on BBC One between 
22 February 2011 and 31 March 2014. Created by Peter 
Moffat, the series follows the daily goings on of Shoe Lane 
Chambers and its members in their personal and professional 
lives. AVAILABLE ON AMAZON PRIME
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Her Majesty's Bench
(Court)
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During the mid 12th century UNDER HENRY II a group of 
royal justices appeared and began to offer the "King's Peace.".  

Soon there were circuit judges, juries, writs.  

The new procedure of the royal courts was designed to cut 
down delay, to get quick, easily enforceable decisions in cases 
where decisions had been hard to reach.  

There was a deliberate attempt to reduce complicated 
problems to simple questions that could be answered by men 
with little knowledge of law or of remote events.  
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 Thus in cases involving land tenure the most common question was: 
"Who was last in peaceful possession?" not "Who has best title?"  
The question was answered by a group of neighbors, drawn from the 
law-abiding men of the district in which the property lay.  They gave 
a collective response, based on their own knowledge and 
observations.  This procedure rapidly developed into trial by jury… 
an improvement on earlier, irrational procedures such as trial by 
combat or ordeals.  In any case, knights, lesser landholders, and 
ordinary freemen in England found that the jury gave them some 
protection against the rich and the powerful.  They flocked to the 
king's courts; by the 13th century all cases of any importance and 
significance whatever were heard by the king's judges.  The royal 
government had succeeded in involving almost the entire free 
population of the country in the work of the law courts, either as 
litigants or as jurors.   

TRIAL BY JURY BECAME VERY POPULAR: they were fair.
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Out of all this came 
THE COMMON LAW

"Common" to the whole nation.
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HOW DID HENRY II CREATE THE COMMON LAW

1. trial by jury.

2. the "King's peace: royal courts, traveling justices.

3. archives: good record keeping (London)

4. Law schools, London, "Inns of Court"
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Ranulf Glanvill   Supreme Justice 1187

First
treatis
ever

written
on 
the

Common
Law
of

England
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Eleanor brings her husband home to Fontevraud.
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King Henry II, 1133-1189
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HISTORY OF 
ENGLAND, 

FALL QUARTER 
Week Seven
King Henry II

Institute for the Study of Western Civilization
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