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The Anglo-Saxons and Beowulf 
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THE FIRST INVASION: Celts
THE SECOND INVASION: Romans
THE THIRD INVASION: Anglo-Saxon
THE FOURTH INVASION: Vikings
THE FIFTH INVASION: Normans
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Strong
holds
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Celtic
Britain
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THE FIRST INVASION: Celts
THE SECOND INVASION: Romans
THE THIRD INVASION: Anglo-Saxon
THE FOURTH INVASION: Danes
THE FIFTH INVASION: Normans
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Caesar: 55 BC
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407 Rome leaves Britain
493 death of St Patrick

547 death of St Benedict
550 St Columba Ireland
563 Columba to Iona
565 death of Justinian

516 King Arthur
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St Patrick, 385-493 AD
born during reign of Theodosius

Patrick="Patricius"=noble, patrician
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August 24, 410, Sack of Rome
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Romulus Augustulus
461-507 (?)

Emperor: 31 October 475 – 4 September 476
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597 AD: Pope Gregory Sends Augustine to Britain
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St Augustine of Canterbury (d.604) preaching 
before Ethelbert King of Kent (552?-616)
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THE FIRST INVASION: Celts
THE SECOND INVASION: Romans
THE THIRD INVASION: Anglo-Saxon
THE FOURTH INVASION: Danes
THE FIFTH INVASION: Normans
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500-600 AD
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No Ger & Den.

SaturdayNovember 16, 2019



SaturdayNovember 16, 2019



500+ BEGIN TO BUILD NEW ANGLO SAX KINGDOMS
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Anglo Saxon Britain
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The Anglo-Savon Kingdom of Wessex becomes England 
                                      700-1000

Alfred the Great 849-899
King at age 21   871
by  890s Alfred called
King of the "English"

in 866, the Vikings 
seized York and 
established their 
own kingdom in 
the southern part 
of Northumbria.
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Statue of 
Alfred the Great

(849-899)
King of Wessex 

by Hamo Thornycroft 
in Winchester, 

unveiled during the 
millennial 

commemoration of 
Alfred's death

1899
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WINCHESTER, ANCIENT CAPITAL 
OF KINGDOM OF WESSEX
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By stopping the Viking advance and 
consolidating his territorial gains, 
Alfred had started the process by 
which his successors eventually 
extended their power over the other 
Anglo-Saxon kings; the ultimate 
unification of Anglo-Saxon England 
was to be led by Wessex.
It is for his valiant defence of his 
kingdom against a stronger enemy, 
for securing peace with the Vikings 
and for his farsighted reforms in the 
reconstruction of Wessex and 
beyond, that Alfred - alone of all the 
English kings and queens - is known 
as 'the Great'.
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EUROPE 800-900
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NINE AND TENTH CENTURIES  VIKING INVASIONS

800s and 900s Vikings-Norsmen spread out all over invade
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876:  Vikings (Normans) Arrive in Normandy
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The Vikings:  Hrolf
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The Vikings:  Hrolf

The Normans:  Rollo
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Despite their eventual conversion to Christianity, their adoption 
of the French language, and their abandonment of sea roving 
for Frankish cavalry warfare in the decades following their 
settlement in Normandy, the Normans retained many of the 
traits of their piratical Viking ancestors. 

They displayed an extreme restlessness and recklessness, 
a love of fighting accompanied by almost foolhardy 
courage, and a craftiness and cunning. 

In their expansion into other parts of Europe, the Normans 
compiled a record of astonishingly daring exploits in which 
often a mere handful of men would vanquish an enemy many 
times as numerous. An unequaled capacity for rapid movement 
across land and sea, the use of brutal violence, a precocious 
sense of the use and value of money—these are among the 
traits traditionally assigned to the Normans.
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THE SECRET OF THE VIKING’S POWER: SHIPS
SaturdayNovember 16, 2019



Longest known Viking ship on display at Brit Museum 
A 37-metre-long Viking warship, never before seen in the UK, has been unveiled. 
The ship, which came to Britain in a ‘flat pack’, is the longest ever found. Known as 
Roskilde 6, it was excavated from the banks of Roskilde fjord in Denmark during 
the course of work undertaken to develop the Roskilde Viking Ship Museum in 
1997. Since the excavation, the timbers have been conserved and analysed by the 
National Museum of Denmark. The surviving timbers – approximately 20 per cent 
of the original ship – have been re-assembled for display in a specially made 
stainless steel frame that reconstructs the full size and shape of the original ship.
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Egypt, 3000 BC, papyrus ship with square sail
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The Greeks, illustration of Odysseus tied to the mast
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Scandinavian Cog...sails and “clinker built”
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Clinker built sailing ships arrive in the Mediterranean ports
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Largest Viking ship ever found, 103 feet long
now at British Museum
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1066, Norman Invasion, Bayeux Tapestry
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The Normans:  Rollo
846, born

875, expelled (Norway?)
876, raid France
880 raid Aachen
885, raid Paris

911, siege, Chartres
911, Treaty Saint Clair
Rolf becomes Robert

Rolf becomes Christian
Rolf becomes liegelord

of King of France
King Charles the Simple
Robert on way to being

Duke of Normandy
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880 Vikings Take Aachen, Bought off with Gold
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The Normans:  Rollo
846, born

875, expelled (Norway?)
876, raid France
880 raid Aachen
885, raid Paris

911, siege, Chartres
911, Treaty Saint Clair
Rolf becomes Robert

Rolf becomes Christian
Rolf becomes liegelord

of King of France
King Charles the Simple
Robert on way to being

Duke of Normandy
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880 AD
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The Normans:  Rollo
846, born

875, expelled
876, raid France
885, raid Paris

911, siege, Chartres
911, Treaty Saint Clair
Rolf becomes Robert

Rolf becomes Christian
Rolf becomes liegelord

of King of France
King Charles the Simple
Robert on way to being
Duke of Normandy, 911

932, died
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The Normans:  Rollo
846, born

875, expelled
876, raid France
885, raid Paris

911, siege, Chartres
911, Treaty Saint Clair
Rolf becomes Robert

Rolf becomes Christian
Rolf becomes liegelord

of King of France
King Charles the Simple
Robert on way to being
Duke of Normandy, 911

932, died
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Rollo does “homage” to King Charles
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NORMANDY
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NORMANDY
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The Normans
Dukes of Normandy

Rollo, Count of Rouen
William I, 893-927-942

Richard I, 933-996
Richard II, 963-1026

Richard III, 1002-1027
Robert I, 1000-1035

William II,  1028-1087
(William the
Conqueror)
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William the Conqueror 1027-1087

Chateau Falaise Guillaume Conquerant 

William was the son of the unmarried Robert I, Duke 
of Normandy, by Robert's mistress Herleva. His 
illegitimate status and his youth caused some 

difficulties for him 
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There are some written 
descriptions of a burly and 
robust appearance, with a 
guttural voice. He enjoyed 

excellent health until old age, 
although he became quite fat 
in later life.  He was strong 
enough to draw bows that 

others were unable to pull and 
had great stamina. Geoffrey 

Martel described him as 
without equal as a fighter and 
as a horseman. Examination of 
William's femur, the only bone 
to survive when the rest of his 

remains were destroyed, 
showed he was approximately 

5 feet 10 inches (1.78 m) in 
height.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Femur
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William the Conqueror 1027-1087
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1050 William the Conqueror 1027-1087
marries Mathilda of Flanders
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1066, William the Conqueror
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William the Conqueror

1.1.The Norman Conquest being French 
brings the French language to Eng. 
(even the rulers were Vikings) Stops 
Scandinavian assault on England. 
The French invasion changes the 
course of English history away 
from Scandinavia to France. 
Moves it away from Scandinavia and 
towards the mainland closest to its 
South east, i.e. France. Therefore 
creates the beginning of what is to 
this day extreme close relations 
between England and France, huge, 
without parallel in Europe. 
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William the Conqueror

1.2. The Norman Conquest unifies the 
island for the first time. The 
Norman Conquest is so militarily 
successful that this William and his 
own people can survey the entire 
British isle excluding Ireland and 
bring it under their control. 
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William the Conqueror

1.3. Brings feudalism to England. 
Feudalism is continental. It is most 
complete in France. William and the 
Norman Conquest bring full- out 
feudalism to England. So after 1066 
England shows feudalism French 
feudalistic institutions and all the 
things that go with feudalism – 
castles. England will get castles all 
over. William builds Tower of 
London. 
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William the Conqueror

1.4. The Norman Conquest crates a 
real national government for the 
first time. The King in London 
really controls all of central 
England. This is important 
because form 1066 on London 
kings will have control. 
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William the Conqueror

1.5. Norman Conquest creates a 
real centralized bureaucratized 
royal government. 

2.At Westminster still have the 
same buildings. The 
government in England is in 
same buildings created around 
1000.

3.Westminster Abbey

4.and cloister which served gov.
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William the Conqueror

1.6. The Norman Conquest creates 
English. The royal family will speak 
French. Upper class of England will 
speak French until the time of 
Chaucer when it stops. All the rest of 
people are speaking English. In 
reaction to Norman French speaking 
elite the peasant English speaking 
population now becomes more 
dedicated to English Anglo-Saxon 
language because people are opposed 
to high French people. The English 
were annoyed with them. 
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William the Conqueror

7.7. The Norman Conquest creates the 
Doomsday book, most correct survey 
document form the Middle Ages. William 
decides to create a census of his entire country. 
A team of officials will travel to each shire, 
have a count, make a census of every piece of 
property in the country and write it all down. 
1085-1086 they wrote it all down. It is the 
most incredible document to come from the 
Middle Ages. There are 14,000 entries. Every 
single one included all details of individual 
properties from the shire. Why did William do 
this? He wanted to know exactly how much he 
owned? Where all the king’s property was? 
Everyone would pay his taxes on their 
property. For us 1,000 years later it is so 
valuable. Read about every shire, every cow, 
every barn. Allows us to know population, 
wealth, compare with 1200. Impossible to 
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Then, at the midwinter [1085], was the king in 
Gloucester with his council ... . After this had the king a 
large meeting, and very deep consultation with his 
council, about this land; how it was occupied, and by 
what sort of men. Then sent he his men over all 
England into each shire; commissioning them to find 
out "How many hundreds of hides were in the shire, 
what land the king himself had, and what stock upon 
the land; or, what dues he ought to have by the year 
from the shire."
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William the Conqueror

7.The Norman Conquest creates the Doomsday 
book, most correct survey document form the 
Middle Ages. William decides to create a 
census of his entire country. A team of officials 
will travel to each shire, have a count, make a 
census of every piece of property in the 
country and write it all down. 1085-1086 they 
wrote it all down. It is the most incredible 
document to come from the Middle Ages. 
There are 14,000 entries. Every single one 
included all details of individual properties 
from the shire. Why did William do this? He 
wanted to know exactly how much he owned? 
Where all the king’s property was? Everyone 
would pay his taxes on their property. For us 
1,000 years later it is so valuable. Read about 
every shire, every cow, every barn. Allows us 
to know population, wealth, compare with 
1200. Impossible to 
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William the Conqueror

8. The Norman Conquest 
creates the 

Bayeux Tapestry
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NORMANDY
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Bayeux
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Dedicated in 1077 with Duke William prresent.
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1066, William the Conqueror
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Normans prepare for the invasion of 1066
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Battle of Hastings Oct 14, 1066
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Death of Harold at Battle of Hastings Oct 14, 1066
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The Bayeux Tapestry was probably commissioned by the House of 
Normandy and essentially depicts a Norman viewpoint. However, Harold 
is shown as brave, and his soldiers are not belittled. Throughout, William is 

described as dux ("duke"), whereas Harold, also called dux up to his 
coronation, is subsequently called rex ("king"). The fact that the narrative 

extensively covers Harold's activities in Normandy (in 1064) indicates that 
the intention was to show a strong relationship between that expedition and 

the Norman Conquest starting two years later.
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Pevensey Castle Oct 14, 1066
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Battle of Hastings Oct 14, 1066
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Abbey of Saint-Étienne, Caen
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William the Conqueror 1027-1087
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Abbey of Saint-Étienne, Caen
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Bayeux
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*BAYEUX

HASTINGS*
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Bayeux Cathedral
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Bayeux Cathedral Bishop Odo
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Bishop Odo of Bayeux
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Le Centre Guillaume le Conquérant
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Length: 231 feet
the longest 

embroidery in the 
world, The 

Bayeux Tapestry 
is only 20-inches 
tall but measures 
a mammoth 231-
feet-long, about 

the length of 
three average-

sized swimming 
pool.
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Bayeux Tapestry, 1066-77, 231 feet by 1.6 feet 

The tapestry contains 623 humans, 55 canines (dogs), 
202 equines (horses), 41 ships, 49 trees and almost 

2000 Latin words.
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The borders are otherwise mostly purely decorative and only 
sometimes does the decoration complement the action in the 
central zone. The decoration consists of birds, beasts, fish and 

scenes from fables, agriculture, and hunting. There are frequent 
oblique bands separating the vignettes. There are nude figures, 

some of corpses from battle, others of a ribald nature.
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Nine linen panels, between fourteen and three metres in length, were 
sewn together after each was embroidered and the joins were disguised 

with subsequent embroidery embroidery using colored wool
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The main yarn colors are terracotta or russet, blue-green, dull 
gold, olive green, and blue, with small amounts of dark blue or 

black and sage greene.
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Edward the Confessor and Harold
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Normans prepare for the invasion of 1066

SaturdayNovember 16, 2019



Battle of Hastings Oct 14, 1066
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Death of Harold at Battle of Hastings Oct 14, 1066
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Death of Harold at Battle of Hastings Oct 14, 1066
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