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James Stuart

King James I

King: 1603-1625

THE FATHER
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King Charles I
1600-1649
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THE WIFE
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Charles marries Henrietta Maria within 2 months of death of James

Henrietta is age 16. 1625-1628 It was terrible; both miserable; 
Henrietta didnt even know English
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It is a somewhat bizarre relationship when you think about 
it. The father's boyfriend becomes the best most trusted 

companion to the son.

Charles never recognizes the reality of relat. between
his father and Buckingham.

THE FRIEND
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Aug 23, 1628 Assassination of the Duke of Buckingham
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PARLIAMENT OF 1629
Petition of right

arrest MPs

send Parliament home for 11 years
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THE PERSONAL RULE OF CHARLES I, 1629-1640
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1629-1640

CHARLES' PERSONAL RULE
NO PARLIAMENT

SO NO INCOME

SO KING FINDS INCOME
IN TAXES ETC

What would Henry VIII and Elizabeth advise about this?
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Thomas Wentworth
Earl of Stratford

1593-1641

English upper class
born in London
MP 1620s
Moderate trying to broker
King-Parliament deal
1629 joins Council
1632 off to Ireland
1632-1640 tough
1639 called back to Eng
1640 made Earl of Strat.
1640-1641 key advisor
1641 Execution
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Archbishop
William

Laud
1573-1645 (71)
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John Pym, MP
1584-1643

one of the "Five Members"
whose

attempted arrest by
King Charles 1642

sparks the 
Civil War
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Prince Rupert
of the
Rhine

1619-1682
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Execution of the Earl of Stratford May 1641
Parliament's Blow Against Charles

200,000 people more than ever before.
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Timeline of the English Civil War
1625 Charles King of England
1625 Charles marries Henrietta Maria of France
1628 Parliament, and assassination of Duke of Buckingham
1629 Parliament returns: Petition of Right-sent home til 1640
1633 William Laud Arch of Canterbury (traditionalist hates Puritans)
1630-1640 Charles angers whole nation with massive taxes imposed w/o Parl.
1637, Charles and Laud impose Eng version of services on Scotland, rebellion
1639 War; Charles into Scotland, troops dont want to go, Charles has no money
1640 Charles forced to call Parliament-money; they make demands, sends home
1640 Nov.LONG PARLIAMENT, Charles has to call back, Root &Branch Petition
1641 LongPar continues, (Irish Rebellion)"Grand Remonstrance" Bishops Ex.    
         May: EXECUTION OF THE EARL OF STRATFORD         
Dec Grand Remonstrance handed to King Charles

OUTBREAK OF WAR
1642 Jan Charles tries arrest 5 MPs Pym, Hampden, Holles,Haselring,Strode 
1642 Parliament orders seize Arsenal at Kingston Upon Hull
1642 Henrietta goes Netherlands with Princess Mary
1642  June: King org army at York; besieges Kingston for arsenal(fails)
1642 Sept: Battle of Powick Bridge, Rupert leads Royals, successful
1642 Oct: Battle of Edgehill, first big battle of war
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Timeline of the English Civil War
OUTBREAK OF WAR

1642 Jan Charles tries arrest 5 MPs Pym, Hampden, Holles,Haselring,Strode 
          Parliament orders seize Arsenal at Kingston Upon Hull
          Henrietta goes Netherlands with Princess Mary
          June: King org army at York; besieges Kingston for arsenal(fails)
          Sept: Battle of Powick Bridge, Rupert leads Royals, successful
          Oct:  Battle of Edgehill, first big battle of war no victor (Rupert/Essex)

1643  Battle of Braddock Down (Cornwall, defeat of Parliamentarians)
          Battle of Chalgrove Field - John Hampden killed
          July first meeting of the Westminster Assembly
          July Prince Rupert takes castle/port of Bristol
          August, Church of  Scotland ratifies Solemn League Covenant
          Sept Battle of Newbury (long battle Charles vs Essex) 
          a draw both armies exhausted.
          Sept Long Parliament and the Westminster Assembly
          ratify the Solemn League and Covenant. Under the terms of the
          deal with Scotland, the Committee of Safety is superseded by
          the Committee of Both Kingdoms  =Alliance-Scot-Eng
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Robert Devereaux
3rd Earl of Essex

1591 to 1646
first wife

Frances Howard
married at age 13

European trip 1607-1609
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Edward Montagu 1602-1671
Earl of Manchester

Commander of Parl forces
Superior to Cromwell

friend of King
goes to Spain 

w/ Chas & Buck
joins House of Lords
wife related to Buck.

ally of 5 Members (in Hs of L.
Sup Com at Marston Moor

1644 wants to stop war
Cromwell pushes out

Manchester opposes trial of C.
retires

welcomed back by Charles II
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The African Queen (1951) as Reverend Samuel Sayer
Beat the Devil (1953) as Peterson

Robert Morley 1908-1992 (84)  
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Cromwell 
1970
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From Huntingdonshire, Very Center (Cambridge)
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Sir Thomas Fairfax
3rd Lord Fairfax

1612-1671
Commander  in Chief

of 
Parliamentary forces

1645-1649
Cromwell  his

subordinate who
steps forward

pushes the more
conservative Fairfax

aside.
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Anne De Vere
Lady Fairfax
1617-1675
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The early supporters of the king were 
prompted by loyalty and by the doctrine 
of obedience. Sir Edmund Verney 
expressed it best by saying of the king 
that ‘I have eaten his bread and served 
him near thirty years, and will not do so 
base a thing as to forsake him’. Verney 
lost his life, shortly after writing this, in 
the first great battle of the conflict. His 
sense of honour overrode all other 
considerations. It was a question of what 
was known as ‘the old service’ or ‘the 
good old cause’. A majority of the peers 
and the greater landowners supported 
the king, since his privileges guaranteed 
their own.

The King's Party

The west: Cornwall, Wales, & North (York) supported the king.
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The King's Party

 The early supporters of the king were 
prompted by loyalty and by the 
doctrine of obedience. Sir Edmund 
Verney expressed it best by saying of 
the king that ‘I have eaten his bread 
and served him near thirty years, and 
will not do so base a thing as to 
forsake him’. Verney lost his life, 
shortly after writing this, in the first 
great battle of the conflict.

Roman Catholics supported King.

The universities and cathedral cities were largely for the king, 
although the clergy were often opposed by the aldermen.
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The Puritan gentry, were parliamentarians. A Puritan divine, Richard 
Baxter, claimed that ‘on the parliament’s side were the smaller part, as 
some thought, of the gentry in most of the counties, and the greatest part 
of the tradesmen and freeholders, and the middle sort of men, especially 
in those corporations [towns] and counties which depend on clothing and 
such manufactures’  But there were many gentry on Royal side and many 
workers too. London was all overwhelming for Parliament side.

PARLIAMENT
Lawyers
Doctors

Merchants
City men

University men Port cities
supposted Parliament
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1642
The

Shape
of
the

Battle
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Siege of Gloucester
Sep 5, 1643
Earl of Essex   
arrives saves 
the city for 
Parliament
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Timeline of the English Civil War
OUTBREAK OF WAR

1642 Jan Charles tries arrest 5 MPs Pym, Hampden, Holles,Haselring,Strode 
          Parliament orders seize Arsenal at Kingston Upon Hull
          Henrietta goes Netherlands with Princess Mary
          June: King org army at York; besieges Kingston for arsenal(fails)
          Sept: Battle of Powick Bridge, Rupert leads Royals, successful
          Oct:  Battle of Edgehill, first big battle of war no victor (Rupert/Essex)

1643  Battle of Braddock Down (Cornwall, defeat of Parliamentarians)
          Battle of Chalgrove Field - John Hampden killed
          July first meeting of the Westminster Assembly
          July Prince Rupert takes castle/port of Bristol
          August, Church of  Scotland ratifies Solemn League Covenant
          Sept Battle of Newbury (long battle Charles vs Essex) 
          a draw both armies exhausted.
          Sept Long Parliament and the Westminster Assembly
          ratify the Solemn League and Covenant. Under the terms of the
          deal with Scotland, the Committee of Safety is superseded by
          the Committee of Both Kingdoms  =Alliance-Scot-Eng
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Timeline of the English Civil War

1644 Scots march South join Parliament's army threatening York.
         Feb Siege of Newcastle, formal request  surrender to Scots.

         July 2, Battle of Marston Moor Prince Rupert vs Cromwell-Fairfax(wins)
         biggest battle of Civil War; Cromwell brilliant cavalry officer
         Royalists abandon the North after they lose this battle for York

         Oct Siege of Newcastle ends storming of the city by Scottish soldiers
         October, Second Battle of Newbury
         November 23, first publication of Areopagitica by John Milton
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July 2, Battle of Marston Moor Prince Rupert 
vs Cromwell-Fairfax (PArliamentary forces win)
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ENGLAND
SCOTLAND

York
to Border
3 hrs car
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The North York Moors is a national park in North 
Yorkshire, England, containing one of the largest 

expanses of heather moorland in the United Kingdom. 
It covers an area of 554 sq mi and has a population of 

23,380.[1] The North York Moors became a National Park 
in 1952.
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THE 
YORKSHIRE

DALES
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July 2, Battle of Marston Moor Prince Rupert 
vs Cromwell-Fairfax (PArliamentary forces win)
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Timeline of the English Civil War

1644 Scots march South join Parliament's army threatening York.
         Feb Siege of Newcastle, formal request  surrender to Scots.

         July 2, Battle of Marston Moor Prince Rupert vs Cromwell-Fairfax(wins)
         biggest battle of Civil War; Cromwell brilliant cavalry officer
         Royalists abandon the North after they lose this battle for York
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AREOPAGUS
ATHENS

Nov 23, 1644
First publication
of John Milton's

Areopagitca
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Timeline of the English Civil War

1645
        Jan 6, 1645 PARLIAMENT ESTABLISHES NEW MODEL ARMY
        Jan 10, Execution of Archbishop William Laud
        Com of Both Kingdoms orders creation of New Model Army
        Jan Long Parliament appoints commissioners meet with the king's  (Uxbridge
        April 3,Parliament passes Self denying Ordinance get rid of Earl Manchester
        
        June, Battle of Naseby major defeat of Royalists 
        Charles /Rupert VS Thomas Fairfax/Cromwell (no Manchester)
        Charles loses troops, baggage, docs that prove he trying to bring in RC Irish
        Royalist cause never assembles army like this one again

        Sept Prince Rupert surrenders Bristol Castle, his uncle turns on him.
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The New Model Army of England was formed in 1645 by the Parliamentarians in 
the English Civil War, and was disbanded in 1660 after the Restoration. It differed 
from other armies in the series of civil wars referred to as the Wars of the Three 
Kingdoms in that it was intended as an army liable for service anywhere in the 
country (including in Scotland and Ireland), rather than being tied to a single area or 
garrison.

New
Model
Army
Jan 6
1645
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Oliver Cromwell 
(1599 – September 1658)
was an English general and 
statesman who led the 
Parliament of England's 
armies against King Charles 
I during the English Civil 
War and ruled the British 
Isles as Lord Protector from 
1653 until his death in 1658. 
He acted simultaneously as 
head of state and head of 
government of the new 
republican commonwealth.
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. Its soldiers became full-
time professionals, rather 
than part-time militia. To 
establish a professional 
officer corps, the army's 
leaders were prohibited 
from having seats in either 
the House of Lords or 
House of Commons. This 
was to encourage their 
separation from the 
political or religious 
factions among the 
Parliamentarians.

Jan 6, 1645
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Self-denying Ordinance passed English Parliament April 3, 1645

All members of the 
House of Commons 
or Lords, who were 
also officers in the 
Parliamentary army 
or navy, were 
required to resign one 
or the other, within 
40 days from 3 April 
1645.

Earl of Manchester & Peace Party
SaturdayMay 23, 2020
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1645 Religious Divisions
Independents

Cromwell
Toleration
Puritans
very mid 

class
"radical"

ie
the

most
modern

the
most 

democratic
many go to

colonies
John Milton

Presbyterians
Scotland

many MPs
democracy

Puritans
no

bishops

Henry VIII
Bk of Common

Prayer
like the candles

not
Puritans
majority

High Church
Church of England
Archbishop Laud

smells like
RC

Charles

RC
old

country
families

esp NorthPure 100% Free Speech
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Timeline of the English Civil War

1645
        Jan 6, 1645 PARLIAMENT ESTABLISHES NEW MODEL ARMY

Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell
        Jan 10, Execution of Archbishop William Laud
        Com of Both Kingdoms orders creation of New Model Army
        Jan Long Parliament appoints commissioners meet with the king's  (Uxbridge
        April 3,Parliament passes Self denying Ordinance get rid of Earl Manchester
        
        June, Battle of Naseby major defeat of Royalists 
        Charles /Rupert VS Thomas Fairfax/Cromwell (no Manchester)
        Charles loses troops, baggage, docs that prove he trying to bring in RC Irish
        Royalist cause never assembles army like this one again

        Sept Prince Rupert surrenders Bristol Castle, his uncle turns on him.
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Battle of Naseby Video
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Timeline of the English Civil War

1646
        Jan Siege of Dartmouth ended with surrender of Royalist garrison.
        Feb Siege of Chester ended with surrender of Royalists after a 136  day siege
        February, Battle of Torrington victory for the New Model Army

        March, Battle of Stow-on-the-Wold the last pitched battle of the
        First Civil War is a victory for the New Model Army

        May Charles surrenders to Scottish army at Southwell, Nottinghamshire
        April Siege of Exeter ended with the surrender of Royalist garrison.
        June, Siege of Oxford ended with surrender of Royalist garrison.
        July after a 65 day siege Wallingford Castle, the last English
        royalist stronghold, surrenders to Sir Thomas Fairfax.

New Model Army+Parliament on the March
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1647
        Feb: Scots sell Charles to Parliament for 400,000pounds
        Charles says they sold him too cheap
        Charles jouneys Holdenby House hand to Parliament&army        
        June,  Geo Joyce & troop of New Model Army seizes the King
        from his Parliamentary guards at Holdenby House and
        place him in 'protective custody'.

        Army & Parliament split, 
        Army full of "Independents"=total religious toleration
        (Cromwell & Thomas Fairfax)

        Parliament full of Presbyterians, wealthier, and many want peace with King
        plus the more moderate Lords who are still part of Parliament

Four Powers Emerge: Scots, King, New Model Army, Parliament
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Holdenby House, Northhamptonshire
Charles brought here by the Scots

and handed over to Parliament

1647 Scots sell Charles to Parliament for 400,000pounds
        Charles says they sold him too cheap
        Charles jouneys Holdenby House hand to Parliament & army
        Cheered along the way by the crowds        
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1647 NEW MODEL ARMY MARCHES INTO LONDON;TOTAL CONTROL
        Charles to Hampton Court Aug, Sep, Oct (meets w/Cromwell Fairfax)
        August, Army offers the Heads of Proposals
        August Montrose escaped from the Highlands
        October, "An Agreement of the People for a firm and present peace
        upon grounds of common right", presented to the Army Council
        

Four Powers Emerge: Scots, King, New Model Army, Parliament
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1645 Religious Divisions
Independents

Cromwell
Toleration
Puritans
very mid 

class
"radical"

ie
the

most
modern

the
most 

democratic
many go to

colonies
John Milton

Presbyterians
Scotland

many MPs
democracy

Puritans
no

bishops

Henry VIII
Bk of Common

Prayer
like the candles

not
Puritans
majority

High Church
Church of England
Archbishop Laud

smells like
RC

Charles

RC
old

country
families

esp NorthPure 100% Free Speech
SaturdayMay 23, 2020



CROMWELL FAIRFAX CHARLES MEET AT HAMPTON COURT
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KING CHARLES ESCAPES FROM HAMPTON 
COURT TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT

Begins to secretly negotiate with the Scots etc

Nov 1647
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1647 NEW MODEL ARMY MARCHES INTO LONDON;TOTAL CONTROL
        Charles to Hampton Court Aug, Sep, Oct (meets w/Cromwell Fairfax)
        August, Army offers the Heads of Proposals
        August Montrose escaped from the Highlands
        October, "An Agreement of the People for a firm and present peace
        upon grounds of common right", presented to the Army Council
        

Nov 11: Charles escapes to Isle of Wight
        December, a faction of Scottish Covenanters sign The
        Engagement with Charles I 
        CHARLES MAKES DEAL WITH SCOTS  REVERSES WAR
        December 1647 Charles signed a secret treaty with the Scots. Under the  
        agreement, called the "Engagement", the Scots undertook to invade England 
        on Charles's behalf and restore him to the throne on condition that 
        presbyterianism be established in England.

Four Powers Emerge: Scots, King, New Model Army, Parliament

SaturdayMay 23, 2020

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engagers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engagers


1648
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1648
        New Model Army against Scots        
        May Battle of St. Fagans
        May(?) – 11 July Siege of Pembroke
        June Battle of Maidstone
        June – 28 August Siege of Colchester

        August – 19 August Battle of Preston (in the north)
        Oliver Cromwell New Model Army vs Royalists & Duke of Hamilton (Scot)
        Defeat of Royalists ends 2nd Civil War
        Cromwell lose only a hundred or so troops.

        August, On the evening of the surrender of Colchester, Royalists
        Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lisle were shot by Fairfax
        September, Treaty of Newport
        Nov, leaders in the army draft the Remonstrance of the Army
        December – Pride's Purge, when troops under Colonel
        Thomas Pride removed opponents of Oliver Cromwell from
        Parliament by force of arms resulting in Rump Parliament

Second Civil War: NewModelArmy (Cromwell-Fairfax
versus 

Charles I and Scots
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BATTLE OF PRESTON
August 19, 1648

Scotland
vs

New Model Army
Oliver Cromwell

in Command
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1648
        New Model Army against Scots        
        May Battle of St. Fagans
        May(?) – 11 July Siege of Pembroke
        June Battle of Maidstone
        June – 28 August Siege of Colchester

        August – 19 August Battle of Preston (in the north)
        Oliver Cromwell New Model Army vs Royalists & Duke of Hamilton (Scot)
        Defeat of Royalists ends 2nd Civil War
        Cromwell lose only a hundred or so troops.

        August, On the evening of the surrender of Colchester, Royalists
        Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lisle were shot by Fairfax
        September, Treaty of Newport
        Nov, leaders in the army draft the Remonstrance of the Army
        December – Pride's Purge, when troops under Colonel
        Thomas Pride removed opponents of Oliver Cromwell from
        Parliament by force of arms resulting in Rump Parliament

Second Civil War: NewModelArmy (Cromwell-Fairfax
versus 

Charles I and Scots
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December 6, 1648

DEC PARLIAMENT, LONDON

December – Pride's Purge, when troops under Colonel Thomas Pride 
removed opponents of Oliver Cromwell from Parliament by force of 
arms resulting in Rump Parliament
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TRIAL OF KING CHARLES I JAN 1649
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EXECUTION OF KING CHARLES I 

Whitehall Palace Banqueting Hall

JAN 30, 1649
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John Milton
1608 to 1674

John Milton (9 December 
1608 – 8 November 1674) was 
an English poet and intellectual 
who served as a civil servant for 
the Commonwealth of England 
under its Council of State and 
later under Oliver Cromwell. He 
wrote at a time of religious flux 
and political upheaval, and is 
best known for his epic poem 
Paradise Lost (1667), written in 
blank verse, and widely 
considered to be one of the 
greatest works of literature ever 
written.Milton at age 21
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Timeline of the English Civil War
1625 Charles King of England
1625 Charles marries Henrietta Maria of France
1628 Parliament, and assassination of Duke of Buckingham
1629 Parliament returns: Petition of Right-sent home til 1640
1633 William Laud Arch of Canterbury (traditionalist hates Puritans)
1630-1640 Charles angers whole nation with massive taxes imposed w/o Parl.
1637, Charles and Laud impose Eng version of services on Scotland, rebellion
1639 War; Charles into Scotland, troops dont want to go, Charles has no money
1640 Charles forced to call Parliament-money; they make demands, sends home
1640 Nov.LONG PARLIAMENT, Charles has to call back, Root &Branch Petition
1641 LongPar continues, (Irish Rebellion)"Grand Remonstrance" Bishops Ex.    
         May: EXECUTION OF THE EARL OF STRATFORD         
Dec Grand Remonstrance handed to King Charles

OUTBREAK OF WAR
1642 Jan Charles tries arrest 5 MPs Pym, Hampden, Holles,Haselring,Strode 
1642 Parliament orders seize Arsenal at Kingston Upon Hull
1642 Henrietta goes Netherlands with Princess Mary
1642  June: King org army at York; besieges Kingston for arsenal(fails)
1642 Sept: Battle of Powick Bridge, Rupert leads Royals, successful
1642 Oct: Battle of Edgehill, first big battle of war
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John Milton
age 10

John Milton
age 21
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Milton at age 21

"Christian and Humanist, 
Protestant, patriot and heir 

of the golden ages of 
Greece and Rome, he faced 
what appeared to him to be 

the birth-pangs of a new 
and regenerate England 

with high excitement and 
idealistic optimism.”

David Daiches, English Lit
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Milton at age 21
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1630-1640
European Traveler

and Student
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Pian dei Giulari, hilltop of the minstrels

SaturdayMay 23, 2020



SaturdayMay 23, 2020



SaturdayMay 23, 2020



SaturdayMay 23, 2020



SaturdayMay 23, 2020



AREOPAGUS
ATHENS

Nov 23, 1644
First publication
of John Milton's

Areopagitca
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“Areopagitica” in favor of freedom of the 
press in middle of reign. It is one of the 
greatest books ever written. “Yet in time the 
Areopagitica became the classic literary 
defense in English of intellectual liberty and 
freedom of publication. With Locke's 
Letters on Toleration and Mill's essay On 
Liberty it expressed the profoundest moral 
conviction that has underlaid the political 
thought of the English speaking peoples, 
but in eloquence and passion the 
Areopagitica far surpassed the other two. “ 
“Areopagitica and Education,” Milton, 
George H. Sabine, 
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On page 18:
“. Since therefore the knowledge 
and survey of vice is in this world 
so necessary to the constituting of 
human virtue, and the scanning of 
error to the confirmation of truth, 
how can we more safely, and with 
less danger, scout into the regions 
of sin and falsity than by reading 
all manner of tractates and hearing 
all manner of reason? And this is 
the benefit which may be had of 
books promiscuously read.”How 
can people find the right path if 
they are not able to survey the 
wrong path?
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On page 30: “Seeing, therefore, that those books, and 
those in great abundance, which are likeliest to taint 
both life and doctrine, cannot be suppressed without 
the fall of learning and of all ability in disputation, and 
that these books of either sort are most and soonest 
catching to the learned, from whom to the common 
people whatever is heretical or dissolute may quickly 
be conveyed, and that evil manners are as perfectly 
learnt without books…”

You don’t need books to learn how to be bad. Evil 
deeds are not learned from books. You can have bad 
people doing bad things. 

He was attacking the proposal of Parliament to be able 
to license books.
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On page 37, “Well knows he who uses 
to consider, that our faith and 
knowledge thrives by exercise, as well 
as our limbs and complexion. Truth is 
compared in Scripture to a streaming 
fountain;…”

Our brains are challenged by thinking 
just as our bodies are challenged by 
being exercised. Exercise our brains, 
our ability for an argument. Imagine if 
people say you can’t talk about certain 
subjects. We don’t like what we think 
they are going to say. He is using 
exercise in the public arena. Exercise 
our brains by engaging in debate about 
books. 
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On page 41, “Truth indeed came once into the world with her divine Master, 
and was a perfect shape most glorious to look on: but when He ascended, and 
his Apostles after him were laid asleep, then straight arose a wicked race of 
deceivers, 

From that time ever since, the sad friends of Truth, such as durst appear, 
imitating the careful search that Isis made for the mangled body of Osiris, went 
up and down gathering up limb by limb, still as they could find them. We have 
not yet found them all, Lords and Commons, nor ever shall do, till her Master's 
second coming; he shall bring together every joint and member, and shall 
mould them into an immortal feature of loveliness and perfection.”

Truth isn’t instantly obvious. Therefore we have to work at it. He has been the 
decider of the hottest debate anyone has ever been through. Now he is caught 
up in the debate about controlling printing. People who are answering aren’t 
too bright. So the rule is to censor everything. If you wanted political power 
you had to be able to publish. If you didn’t you had no power. 
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AREOPAGUS
ATHENS

Nov 23, 1644
First publication
of John Milton's

Areopagitca
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When I consider how my light is spent
Ere half my days in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide
Lodg'd with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest he returning chide;
"Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?"
I fondly ask. But Patience to prevent
That murmur, soon replies: "God doth not need
Either man's work or his own gifts; who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
Is kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And post o'er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait."
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Milton 
buried
here in
St Giles
in the 

City of 
London

Nov 1674
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Paradise Lost is an epic poem in blank 
verse by the 17th-century English poet 
John Milton (1608–1674). The first 
version, published in 1667, consists of 
ten books with over ten thousand lines 
of verse. A second edition followed in 
1674, arranged into twelve books (in the 
manner of Virgil's Aeneid) with minor 
revisions throughout. It is considered by 
critics to be Milton's major work, and it 
helped solidify his reputation as one of 
the greatest English poets of his time. 
The poem concerns the biblical story of 
the Fall of Man: the temptation of Adam 
and Eve by the fallen angel Satan and 
their expulsion from the Garden of 
Eden. Milton's purpose, as stated in 
Book I, is to "justify the ways of God to 
men."
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