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Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556)
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Cranmer and Luther

What did Cranmer know about Lutherans?
His trip to Europe includes Ger where meets Lutherans

and marries one.
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1532 Appoint Thomas Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury
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THOMAS CROMWELL 1479-1540
King Henry's Principal Secretary
1530-1540 
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1530 THE EMERGING PARTNERSHIP
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1534: Parliament,  Act of Supremacy and Oath

CROMWELL HANDLES PARLIAMENTARY MATTERS 
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The Act of Supremacy of November 1534  was an Act of the 
Parliament of England under King Henry VIII declaring that he was 

"the only supreme head on Earth of the Church of England" 
and that the English crown shall enjoy "all honors, dignities, 

preeminences, jurisdictions, privileges, authorities, immunities, 
profits, and commodities to the said dignity." The wording of the Act 

made clear that Parliament was not granting the King the title (thereby 
suggesting that they had the right to withdraw it later); rather, it was 
acknowledging an established fact. In the Act of Supremacy, Henry 

abandoned Rome completely. He thereby asserted 
the independence of the Ecclesia Anglicana. 

He appointed himself and his successors as the supreme rulers of 
the English church. Henry had been declared "Defender of the 

Faith" (Fidei Defensor) in 1521 by Pope Leo X for his pamphlet 
accusing Martin Luther of heresy. Parliament later conferred this title 

upon Henry in 1544.
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Jan 7, 1536: death of Catherine of Aragon of cancer
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The death of Catherine made Anne vulnerable; 
With her alive Hen could not touch Anne (2 Ex wives?)
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April 1536: Anne arrested sent to Tower
CROMWELL HANDLES THE WHOLE THING
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Execution of Anne Boleyn from “Anne of a Thousand Days”
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Church of St Peter ad Vincula
St Peter in Chains
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JANE SEYMOUR
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THE SEYMOURS
OF

WOLFHALL

Jane Seymour
Edward Seymour-brother
Thomas Seymour-brother
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CHARLES BRANDON
DUKE OF
SUFFOLK

BRANDON

Ed 1537-1553
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Henry married Jane Seymour on May 30, 1536 at Whitehall
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EDWARD VI
Oct 12, 1537

to
July 6, 1553

ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



Jane dies on October 24, only 12 days after birth of Edward
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Anne
of

Cleves
1515-
1557

married
to

Henry
Jan 1540
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Henry and Anne married Jan 6, 1540
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Henry and Anne marriage annulled on July 9, 1540
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JULY 28, 1540 THE EXECUTION OF THOMAS CROMWELL
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July 30, 1540, Burn Robert Barnes
Most prominent Lutheran in England
Had been Henry's envoy to Luther
Had been Henry's envoy to Cleves

Now Henry turns on the Protestants.
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THE TRIUMPH OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC FACTION 
AT THE COURT OF HENRY VIII

"STOP THE REFORMATION"
THOMAS 
HOWARD
DUKE OF 
NORFOLK
1473-1554

ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



Death of Henry VIII, Jan 28, 1547
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THE REIGN OF KING EDWARD VI, 1547-1553
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1547-1553
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State of England at the death of Henry VIII, Jan, 1547

RELIGIOUSLY
DIVIDED
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Roman Catholics
of Norfolk, & 

North counties

Protestants
now led by
Cranmer

Henry
maintains

the
balance

And don't forget
Princess Mary

Lutherans now 
out of the closet
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Henry's sixth wife: Katherine Parr (1512-1548)

Hen married to Katherine 
1542-1547
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Henry's sixth wife: Katherine Parr

ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



In 1547, did Henry understand the 
direction the country was moving?

Hen married to Katherine 
1542-1547
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THE REIGN OF THE LORD PROTECTOR 1547-1549
EDWARD SEYMOUR
DUKE OF SOMERSET
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Edward Seymour, 
1500-1552 

THE REIGN OF THE LORD PROTECTOR 1547-1549
EDWARD SEYMOUR DUKE OF SOMERSET
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Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, 1500-1552 
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Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, 1500-1552 

Anne Stanhope Seymour
Duchess of Somerset

1510-1587
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Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, 1500-1552 

Thomas Seymour
1508-1549
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King Edward and his Uncles: Edward and Thomas
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Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset, 1500-1552 

Katherine Parr
Wife #6 of Hen
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Jan 1547 Katherine moves to Chelsea Manor London
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Jan 1547 Katherine moves to Chelsea Manor London

Kate 
invites
Eliz to 
move 

in.

ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



Queen Katherine falls in love with Thomas Seymour

Secretly marry in June 1547
ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



Anne Seymour
Duchess of
Somerset
1510-1587

Thomas Seymour and Katherine Parr

Edward Seymour and Anne Stanhope Seymour

Trouble
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Thomas at Chelsea (secret husband) spends lot of time
                                       with his wife's stepdaughter
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March 1548 Katherine is pregnant

ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



1548 Elizabeth, Thomas Seymour, and Katherine Parr

Scandal: will come back to haunt them all.
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Katherine Ashley "Kat" 1502-1565

Arrested Jan 1548, makes confession, details Seymour-Eliz
ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



Katherine comes upon Seymour & Eliz in an embrace

Katherine sends Elizabeth away; their relationship ruined
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Queen Katherine and Thomas Seymour move to Sudeley
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Sudeley Castle.
Moreton

Bourton

Chipping

Bibury

Castle Combe

Cheltenham
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SUDELEY CASTLE
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Ralph Boteler who was created Baron Sudeley by Henry VI of 
England in 1442, built the current castle on its present site 

using what he had earned fighting in the Hundred Years' War.
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1469, Edward IV of England confiscated the castle from Boteler 
and gave it to his brother, the Duke of Gloucester, who later 
became Richard III of England. Richard used the castle as a 

base for the Battle of Tewkesbury. 
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THE GATEHOUSE
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SUDELEY CASTLE GARDENS
14 acres of some of the most
beautiful gardens in England.
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Queen Katherine gives birth to Mary Seymour July 1548
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Catherine Parr,  1512- 1548

Oct 1548, 
Death of Katherine Parr

ThursdayFebruary 13, 2020



SUDELEY CASTLE, ST MARY’S CHURCH
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Tomb of Queen Katherine Parr, Sixth wife of Henry VIII
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Katherine Parr Exhibition: Rare copies of original books written by Katherine Parr, the first 
queen to have her own work published, are displayed in an exhibition to celebrate this 

remarkable queen. The exhibition also features her love letters to Thomas Seymour and the 
eye-witness account of the discovery of her body at Sudeley in 1782. Dr David Starkey’s film 
‘The Life and Loves of Katherine Parr, Queen of England and Mistress of Sudeley’, is shown 
alongside the exhibition. Visitors can also visit Katherine Parr’s tomb in St Mary’s Church – 
Sudeley is notable for being the only private castle to have a queen buried in its grounds.
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SUDELEY CASTLE COTTAGES
Can rent cottage for one week: 800$
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SUDELEY CASTLE
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Sudeley Castle.
Moreton

Bourton

Chipping

Bibury

Castle Combe

Cheltenham
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Late 1548-Jan 1549 
Seymour's Treason

By late 1548, the regency council was becoming aware of Thomas's bid for 
power. Somerset tried to save his brother from ruin, calling a council meeting so 
that Thomas might explain himself. However, Thomas did not appear. On the 
night of 16 January 1549, for reasons that are not clear (perhaps to take the 
young king away in his own custody), Seymour was caught trying to break into 
the King's apartments at Hampton Court Palace. He entered the privy garden 
and awoke one of the King's pet spaniels. In response to the dog's barking, he 
shot and killed it. The next day, he was arrested and sent to the Tower of 
London. The incident, being caught outside the king's bedroom, at night, with a 
loaded pistol, was interpreted in the most menacing light, even casting 
suspicion on Elizabeth's involvement with Thomas. On 18 January, the council 
sent agents to question everyone associated with Thomas, including Elizabeth. 
On 22 February, the council officially accused him of thirty-three charges of 
treason. He was convicted of treason, and condemned to death and executed 
on 20 March 1549.
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On 18 January, the council sent agents 
to question everyone associated with 
Thomas, including Elizabeth. On 22 
February, the council officially accused 
him of thirty-three charges of treason. 
He was convicted of treason, and 
condemned to death and executed on 
20 March 1549.

March 20, 1549, Thomas Seymour executed and 
buried in same chapel as Anne Boleyn
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1549 ENGLAND TURNS AGAINST SEYMOUR
1. economic disaster…

2. Court near bankruptcy
3. religious chaos

4. personal arrogance
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Thomas Cranmer (1489-1556) and religious reform
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1547 Triumph of the Religious Reformers

Cranmer Seymour Queen Katherine
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Book of Common Prayer
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Nicene Creed
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Confession
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Communion
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Book of Common Prayer
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1549 ENGLAND TURNS AGAINST SEYMOUR
1. economic disaster…

2. Court near bankruptcy
3. religious chaos

4. personal arrogance
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By 1 October 1549, Seymour had been alerted that his rule faced a serious threat. He issued 
a proclamation calling for assistance, took possession of the king's person, and withdrew for 
safety to the fortified Windsor Castle, where Edward wrote, "Me thinks I am in prison". 
Meanwhile, a united Council published details of Seymour's government mismanagement. 
They made clear that the Protector's power came from them, not from Henry VIII's will. On 11 
October, the Council had Seymour arrested and brought the king to Richmond. Edward 
summarized the charges against Somerset in his Chronicle: "ambition, vainglory, entering into 
rash wars in mine youth, negligent looking on Newhaven, enriching himself of my treasure, 
following his own opinion, and doing all by his own authority, etc."

Edward Seymour falls from Power, Oct 1549
Lose confidence of Council

John Dudley plotting from within the Council
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John Dudley Coup against Somerset
Somerset at Hampton Court

Dudley against Somerset
Ed VI now hates Somerset

Somerset & Ed at Windsor, Ed furious
London organizes against Somerset

Council demands the King
Somerset gives in, King ot London

Council arrests Somerset
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John Dudley, Duke of Northampton 1504-1553

Reign of John Dudley
President of the Council

1550-1553
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In February 1550, John Dudley, 
Earl of Warwick, emerged as the 
leader of the Council and, in 
effect, as Seymour's successor. 
Although Seymour was released 
from the Tower and restored to the 
Council in early 1550, in October 
1551 he was sent to the Tower on 
an exaggerated charge of treason.
[4] Instead, he was executed for 
felony (that of seeking a change of 
government) in January 1552 after 
scheming to overthrow Dudley's 
regime.[50] Edward noted his uncle's 
death in his Chronicle: "the duke of 
Somerset had his head cut off upon 
Tower Hill between eight and nine 
o'clock in the morning".[51] Edward 
Seymour, Duke of Somerset was 
interred at St. Peter ad Vincula, 
Tower of London.

John Dudley
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John Dudley and Edward VI
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