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Geoffrey Chaucer 
1343-1400

Londoner
Commerce-father, vintner

Export-Import
Courtier: Page

Soldier: off to war
France as warrior

Prisoner
Navy: admin

Agriculture: Forests -admin
Architecture

Law: Inns at Court
Member of Parliament

Court Admin
Chancery

Shire admin Justice of. Peace
Diplomacy Fr, Sp, Italy

friend of powerful (John of G)
husband, father
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Geoffrey Chaucer 
1343-1400

AUTHOR:
1. widest experience of other lit 
traditions languages
Eng, Fr, Flemish,Italian, Latin.
2.  first writer to view Eng
as a whole, a unity, nation.
NATIONALISM
PATRIOTISM Eng unique not Fr.
3. first writer to use 
the newly formed English 
(Anglo-Sax + French+Latin+) in
great work of lit.
4. first Eng writer to write about
all social classes (Pilgrimage)
5. first writer to write as people
spoke-dialects-and low class 
words: piss, shit, turd.
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YOUTH: 1343-1366

St Paul's School,  Page at Court, Soldier, France
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1348 The Black Death

SaturdayDecember 21, 2019



Fourteenth Century Background
1. Universal chronology breaks down into “ages.”
2. Church breaks down into schism and heresy.
3. Empire breaks down, thanks to collapse of Pope-Emperor partnership.
4. Christendom breaks down into “Europe.”
5. Europe breaks down into nation-states.
6. Italy breaks down into communes.
7. France breaks down into the Hundred Years War. (1337)
8. International language of Latin breaks down into vernaculars.
9. Literatures break down into national/vernacular works.
10. Art breaks down into personal point of view (Giotto).
11. Traditional religion of church breaks down into personal piety, personal

 inspiration, personal secret religious communication, and mysticism.
12. Christian confidence, piety breaks down under burden of Black Death.
13. Philosophy breaks down into subjectivism, intuition (Ockham).
14. Social cohesion, labor cooperation, entrepreneurial/labor unity breaks
          down under the impact of Black Death.  End of “happy” family manor,
          beginning of modern labor, unions vs. owners  (example: Ciompi 
          Rebellion in Florence, 1381)
15. Agriculture breaks down under over-extension, famine, drought, and
          then Black Death; no workers, land values explode, overpopulation.
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YOUTH: 1343-1366

St Paul's School,  Page at Court, Soldier, France
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1366-1373 Marriage, 
Career, Travels, Italy

John of Gaunt
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Katherine and Philippa de Roet (1346-1387)

Philippa was the daughter of Sir Gilles de Roet, who was a knight of Hainault and 
accompanied Queen Philippa to England.[2] He later became the Guienne King of 
Arms.  Her father went to serve the queen's sister, Marguerite, who was the empress 
of Germany and the two younger children –  Philippa and Katherine – were left in the 
care of Queen Philippa.
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Katherine and Philippa de Roet
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King Edward III 
1312-1377

King 1327-1377
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Katherine and Philippa de Roet
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1366-1373 Marriage, 
Career, Travels, Italy

John of Gaunt
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1372 Death of Queen Philippa, King Ed III Desconsolate
Alice Perrers enters the royal household.

1372-1377
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1373 TRAVELS IN ITALY, GENOVA, MILAN, PADUA, FLO

BOCCACCIO
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1313-1375
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1313-1375

1313 born in Certaldo
1315 father marries noblewoman
1315 father successful merchant
1313-1320 Gio gets very good education in Flo
1327 father goes Naples for business
takes Giovanni (big city, big commerce, big world)
1332 father and son goes Paris, edu, lectures
1333 Gio writing, reads Petrarch
1340 writes publishes Filocolo (romance)
1340 Gio back in Florence, writing
1347 in Ravenna visits Dante tomb
1348 back in Flo to witness Black Death
father dies serving city in crisis
1350 meets Petrarch in Florence
1351 begins Decameron (collecting for years)
1352 Decameron published, immediate hit
1357 several meetings with Petrarch
1360s active in Flo politics (like Dante)
1365 travels to Avignon, Pope, as Flo amb.
1373 delivers first annual "Lectura Dantis"
1374 Chaucer meets Boccaccio in Flo
1373-75 retire to Certaldo
1375 dies at Certaldo
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1348, Black Death the most important experience of his life
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Decameron Vaticano, 14th Century illustrated Ms.
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Early illustrated Manuscript of Decameron
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Decameron
Florence

1352
Earliest printed edition, 

Venice, 1492
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World of the Stories: NEW WORLD OF THE MERCHANT

new men
goodbye to chivalry
real people
people from all classes all stations(vs queens)
lower classes present too for first time in lit
not just sweet world of French courtier
now Egypt, Tunisia, Cyprus etc.
the world of tough commerce
tough bankers
tough lawyers
every real day experience
vivid presentation of sex
(vs sweet euphemisms of courtly love)
travel
sex-lots of it.

LANGUAGE
earthy, 
direct, 
vernacular, 
rough, 
language of the people, 
none of the rhetorical phoniness, 
talk of rough bodily functions, 
shit and fucking.

ITALY
here we see the new world of new commercial cities of Italy: Flo/Genoa/Pisa
Decameron registers the new world of triumphant Italy coming in the 15thC
when the Renaissance will make Italy the cultural center of the world xt

Italy
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The Decameron is Modern

Boccacio one of first people to use the word "modern."
In doing so he alerts us to the beginning of something new in his age.

He and Petrarch are living in new age when all the verities of the age of Dante are up for 
discussion.

Black Death changed everything.....turned everything upside down.

Thus the Decameron is a work for the modern age.

It anticipates the Modern Condition  which is insecurity, relativity, every man his own 
philosopher every man his own theologian.

In the Modern Age we all have to CONSTRUCT our own reality our own values.  That is the 
Modern dilemma.....to feel alone in the world without security..without foundation.

The Decameron in its brilliant structure introduces us to that condition with a great 
technique....the structure forces us into the condition of ambiguity as readers and thus we 
EXPERIENCE the modern condition in reading the book.
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1374- Royal Office, 
1377 Death of King Ed III
1387 Death of Philippa
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King Richard II
1367-1400

King in 1377 age 10
His Uncle John of Gaunt 
dominates the early years

(His father Edward the Black Prince
had died of malaria 1376)

1381 The Peasants Revolt

1396 John of Gaunt marries Katherine
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In 1397, Richard took his revenge 
on the lords who had opposed him, 
many of whom were executed or 
exiled. The next two years have 
been described by historians as 
Richard's "tyranny". In 1399, after 
John of Gaunt died, the king 
disinherited Gaunt's son, Henry of 
Bolingbroke, who had previously 
been exiled. Henry invaded England 
in June 1399 with a small force that 
quickly grew in numbers. Meeting 
little resistance, Bolingbroke 
deposed Richard and had himself 
crowned king: King Henry IV.
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1387-1400
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The Canterbury Tales 
1400
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The frame story of the poem, as set out in the 858 lines of Middle English which make up the General 
Prologue, is of a religious pilgrimage. The narrator, Geoffrey Chaucer, is in The Tabard Inn in Southwark, 
where he meets a group of "sundry folk" who are all on the way to Canterbury, the site of the shrine of 
Saint Thomas Becket, a martyr reputed to have the power of healing the sinful. The setting is April, and 
the prologue starts by singing the praises of that month whose rains and warm western wind restore life 
and fertility to the earth and its inhabitants. This abundance of life, the narrator says, prompts people to 
go on pilgrimages; in England, the goal of such pilgrimages is the shrine of Thomas Becket. The 
narrator falls in with a group of pilgrims, and the largest part of the prologue is taken up by a 
description of them; Chaucer seeks to describe their 'condition', their 'array', and their social 'degree.' 
According to The Norton Anthology of English Literature: Volume 1, "The narrator, in fact, seems to be 
expressing chiefly admiration and praise at the superlative skills and accomplishments of this particular 
group, even such dubious ones as the Friar's begging techniques or the Manciple's success in 
cheating the learned lawyers who employ him". Chaucer points out the virtues and vices of each of the 
pilgrims as described within the work. 

SaturdayDecember 21, 2019

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frame_story
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frame_story
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_English
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_English
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tabard_Inn
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tabard_Inn
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwark
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwark
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Becket
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Becket


The pilgrims include a knight, his son a squire, the knight's yeoman, a prioress accompanied 
by a second nun and the nun's priest, a monk, a friar, a merchant, a clerk, a sergeant of law,, 
a haberdasher, a carpenter, a weaver, a dyer, a tapestry weaver, a cook, a shipman, a doctor 
of physic, a wife of Bath, a parson, his brother a plowman, a miller, a manciple, a reeve, a 
summoner, a pardoner, the Host (a man called Harry Bailey), and a portrait of Chaucer 
himself. At the end of the section, the host proposes that the group ride together and 
entertain one another with stories. He lays out his plan: each pilgrim will tell two stories on the 
way to Canterbury and two on the way back. Whoever has told the most meaningful and 
comforting stories, with "the best sentence and moost solaas" (line 798) will receive a free 
meal paid for by the rest of the pilgrims upon their return. The company agrees and makes the 
host its governor, judge, and record keeper. They set off the next morning and draw lots to 
determine who will tell the first tale. The Knight wins and prepares to tell his tale.[
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The Canterbury Tales 
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