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In the year 1869, 
the critic Élie Roy wrote: 
“If our industrial and artistic 
creations may perish, our customs 
and costumes may fall into oblivion, 
a painting by Mr Tissot will be 
enough for archaeologists of the 
future to reconstruct our era.”
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James Tissot
1836-1902
portrait by

Edgar Degas
Metropolitan Museum

New York
1867
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James Tissot
1836-1902
portrait by

Edgar Degas
Metropolitan Museum

New York
1867
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Tissot
Self-portrait

1865
Palace of

the Legion
of Honor

San
Francisco
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Nantes
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Jacques Joseph Tissot, a name he later anglicised to James, 
was born in Nantes, France, to Marcel-Théodore Tissot, the 
owner of a successful drapery business, and Marie Durand, a 
milliner. These fashionable beginnings were with him from the 
moment he began his career in Paris, where he moved in 
1855
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In 2004, Time named Nantes as "the most liveable city in 
Europe"
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Carolingian Empire: Nantes the Frontier with Bretons
ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



Château des ducs de Bretagne
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TISSOT
12 YEARS OLD
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Feb 24, 1848
Louis Abdicated to avoid
bloodshed in the streets.

A new Republic is proclaimed.
New elections in September.
A new President is elected.
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Pres. Election 1848, Candidate Louis Napoleon Bonaparte
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PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION OF

1848
Winner
Louis

Napoleon
Bonaparte
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Louis Napoleon Bonaparte Becomes Napoleon III
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Louis 
Bonaparte 
1778-1846
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Napoleon and his family, by Louis Ducis, 1810

Louis on
his uncle's

knee
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Louis' father: Louis Bonaparte 1778-1846
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Louis' mother:
Hortense de Beauharnais by Anne-Louis Girodet 1808 

(1783- 1837) 
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Louis visits his dying mother at her villa on Lake Constance 
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Louis Napoleon
Emperor Napoleon III 

Ruler of France
1848-1870
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L’Imperatrice Eugenie by Franz Xaver Winterhalter, 1862
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Emperor Louis Napoleon and Eugenie and Hausmann 

The Transformation of Paris, 1860-1870
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New wider sidewalks
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Street Art
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A Parisian Cafe by Ilia Efimovich Repin - 1875
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1809 Gas lighting in London
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QUEEN VICTORIA AND PRINCE ALBERT
VISIT PARIS 1855
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1855 YOUNG MAN
JAMES TISSOT COMES TO 

PARIS TO STUDY ART
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Académies
• Académie française (French Academy, concerning the 

French language) - founded in 1635
• Académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres 
• (Academy of Humanities) - founded in 1663
• Académie des sciences (Academy of Sciences)founded 1666
• Académie des beaux-arts (Academy of Fine Arts) -  1816 
• as the merger of the Académie de peinture et de sculpture 

(Academy of Painting and Sculpture, founded 1648), 
• Académie de musique (founded in 1669) 
• Académie d'architecture ( founded in 1671)
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Palais des École des Beaux-Arts, Paris
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Palais des École des Beaux-Arts, Paris
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Palais des École des Beaux-Arts, Paris
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Count Alfred Émilien O'Hara van Nieuwerkerke, 1811 - 1892
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Princesse Mathilde Laetitia Wilhelmine Bonaparte,
1820 – 1904
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Count Alfred Émilien O'Hara van Nieuwerkerke, 1811 - 1892
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Le Grand Palais de Champs Elysee
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THE ARTIST IN PARIS, 1850s
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1860, age 19, Renoir registered to copy at the Louvre

ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



Un atelier aux Batignolles by Henri Fantin-Latour, Musée Orsay
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Tissot 1836-1902Hippolyte Flandrin (1809 – 1864
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1861, Renoir, Degas, Cezanne, entered the studio of 
Charles Gleyre(1806-1874)
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Thomas Couture,  1815-1879

Ernest Meissonier, 1815-1891

Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres 1780-1867

William Bouguereau, 1825-1905

Jean Leon Gerome, 1824-1904
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Charles Gleyre(1806-1874)
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Daphnis and Chloe by Charles Gleyre
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THE ARTIST
SUBMITS A 
PAINTING 

TO THE 
SALON
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WHAT WERE THE MOST POPULAR TYPES OF PAINTINGS?
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PORTRAITS
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Le Bon Bock
by

Edouard
Manet
1873

Philadelphia
Museum

of
Art
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HISTORY PAINTINGS
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The Roman Slaves, Charles Gleyre
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THE GREEKS= “Classicism”
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EXOTIC OTHER WORLDS
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RELIGIOUS PAINTINGS
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William Bouguereau, 1825-1905
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The Birth
of Venus
by
William-
Adolphe 
Bouguereau 
1879
First Prize
at the Salon
now in the
Musée 
d'Orsay  
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THE ARTIST, THE SALON, AND THE BOURGEOISIE
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The Realists; the Revolutionaries; the Artists

Gustave 
Courbet

1819-1877
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Gustave Courbet , is the first major figure that we can
identify as avant-garde.  (term first used in 1825)

This was originally a French military term subsequently adopted for certain 
radical artists and thinkers. “Avant” means advance or forward, and “garde” 
is similar to the English guard or soldier, 

so the original phrase referred to the vanguard or the troops that pushed 
ahead of the main battalions at great personal risk. 

In the art world, avant-garde refers to those artists willing to risk their 
reputations in search of new methods of visual expression that break down 
old, ineffective approaches to art-making.  
WHO IS THE ENEMY?
THE BOURGEOSIE

WHERE DOES THIS IDEA COME FROM?
WHY SUDDENLY DO WE SEE ARTISTS AS “avant garde”? “separate”?
WHEN DID IT HAPPEN?  
THE SPLIT..BOURGEOIS  VS AVANT GARDE
ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



THE ARTIST, THE SALON, AND THE BOURGEOISIE
AND THE AVANT GARDE
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THE ARTIST, THE SALON, AND THE BOURGEOISIE
AND THE AVANT GARDE
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BY 1860 THERE WAS GROWING SPLIT BETWEEN 
THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE BOHEMIANS

ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



BY 1860 THERE WAS GROWING SPLIT BETWEEN 
THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE BOHEMIANS
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“Rarely has any artistic exhibit created so profound an impression on the 
public"
Tissot set himself apart in more ways than one: he also had an unusually 
acute grasp of the market. He consistently exhibited at the Paris Salon, 
and was “always conscious of what would be fashionable and what would 
sell”, Buron says. Early in his career, he quickly turned to making highly 
desirable society portraits such as Portrait of the Marquise de Miramon, 
1866, and took commissions for caricatures from the editor of Vanity Fair 
in London.  By 1875, he was earning nearly £5,000 per year . Of Tissot’s 
success, Degas wrote: “Tissot, why the devil did you not send me a line? 
They tell me you are earning a lot of money. Do give me some figures.”

TISSOT
AND THE
SALON
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TISSOT IN THE NEW PARIS 1860s
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Tissot builds a grand townhouse in the new Paris

ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



1866-69 Tissot builds a grand townhouse in the new Paris
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TISSOT PAINTING IN PARIS 1860s
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Jules Castagnary, a strong proponent of realism, 
wrote in Le Grand Journal on 12 June 1864: 
"Mr Tissot, the crazy primitive of the most recent 
Salons has suddenly changed his manner and moved 
closer to Mr Courbet, a good mark for Mr. Tissot".
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Portrait of the Marquis and the Marquise de Miramon 
and their children. 1863, Orsay, Paris
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In early 1874 
Degas wrote, 
"Look here, my 
dear Tissot. . . you 
positively must 
exhibit at the 
Boulevard [in the 
first impressionist 
exhibition]. . . 
Exhibit. Be of your 
country and with 
your friends."
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FRANCE
1870
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William I, Wilhelm I, King of Prussia
Emperor of Germany 1861-1888

(family of Hohenszollern)
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Otto von Bismarck. 1815-1898
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August 1870, Germans Sweep into France
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FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR 1870-1871
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General Auguste-
Alexandre Ducrot

Nous sommes dans un pot de 
chambre, et nous y serons 

emmerdés. 
("We are in a chamber pot, 
and we're going to be shat 

on.")
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TOTAL FRENCH DEFEAT, REVOLUTIONIN PARIS
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The Siege of Paris by Jean-Louis-Ernest Meissonier
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Proclamation of German Empire at Versailles, Jan 18, 1871
ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



German troops march down the Champs Elysee
Parisians stay away.
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Barricades, March 18, 1871
ThursdayJanuary 9, 2020



May 1871, National French troops storm Paris barricades.
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The Bombardment of Paris, 1871 by Felix Philippoteaux
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LONDON
ST JOHN'S 

WOOD
1870s

TISSOT TO ENGLAND
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 Built in 1825, the 
house was No. 17 
when Tissot lived in it 
from early 1873 to late 
1882; it now is No. 44.
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London, St John's Wood, 1870s
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In early 1874 
Degas wrote, 
"Look here, my 
dear Tissot. . . you 
positively must 
exhibit at the 
Boulevard [in the 
first impressionist 
exhibition]. . . 
Exhibit. Be of your 
country and with 
your friends."

While Tissot is in London, the First Impressionist show takes place
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The first Impressionist 
exhibition took place from 
April 15 to May 15, 1874. 
Led by the French artists 

Claude Monet, Edgar 
Degas, Pierre-Auguste 

Renoir, Camille Pissarro 
and Berthe Morisot, they 

called themselves the 
Anonymous Society of 

Painters, Sculptors, 
Engravers, etc. e Show 
took place in the studio

of Nadar, the most 
prominent photographer

of the day.
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Thirty artists displayed 
165 works at the 

photographer Nadar's 
studio at 35 Boulevard des 
Capucines. The building 

was modern and the 
paintings were modern: 

pictures of contemporary 
life painted in a technique 
that looked unfinished to 
the art critics and general 

public. And, the works 
were on sale! Right there. 

(Although they had to 
remain on view for the 
duration of the show.)
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THE
FIRST

IMPRESSIONIST
SHOW
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THE
FIRST

IMPRESSIONIST
SHOW
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Frédéric Bazille's The Family Gathering
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The Captain's Daughter, 1873. Southampton City Art Gal.
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The Captain's Daughter, 1873. Southampton City Art Gal.
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The Last Evening,  1873,  Guildhall Art Gallery, London
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1882
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1886 TISSOT 50, RELIGIOUS CRISIS

The Creation
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1886 TISSOT 50, RELIGIOUS CRISIS

The Creation
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Château de Buillon, 
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James 
Tissot 

1836-1902
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Château de Buillon, 
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Tissot in 1898 (detail of a self-portrait on silk).

James 
Tissot 

1836-1902
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