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Donatello, Brunelleschi and Masaccio
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San Domenico di Fiesole, founded 1406
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Nothing like it since Masaccio’s Tribute

Dominican friars.

"Not since the Tribute Money of Masaccio had there been seen such an ordered
and measured arrangement of personages around a central fulcrum, in this case the
enthroned Virgin and Child."3* The comparison to Masaccio is just; indeed, Masaccio's
Tribute Money and his Irinity in Santa Maria Novella (see page 266), where he had employed

a Brunelleschian perspective, are the sole precedents in Florentine painting for the rigorous
PEEs) ; t & £

Yo > - r » ’ -~ l - » N0 4 ok \’






- ‘

to complete all of the paintings in the convent, including the chapter room, refectory, cloister,
dormitory corridors, and forty-four individual cells, within the space of three years from
1440 to 1442. It should be borne in mind thar the friars’ regular religious observances would

have precluded work on many days. Artists of the time, moreover, seem gcncmll)’ to have

avoided painting frescoes during the hottest months of the summer and the coldest months
of the winter.129

Everything had to be ready before January 6, 1443, when, in the presence of Eugenius 1v
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to complete all of the paintings in the convent, including the chapter room, refectory, cloister,
dormitory corridors, and forty-four individual cells, within the space of three years from
1440 to 1442. It should be borne in mind thar the friars’ regular religious observances would

have precluded work on many days. Artists of the time, moreover, seem gcncmll)’ to have

avoided painting frescoes during the hottest months of the summer and the coldest months
of the winter.129

Everything had to be ready before January 6, 1443, when, in the presence of Eugenius 1v
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Martyrdom of Saints
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SAN MARCO ALTARPIECE
1445
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Pope NicholasV
Tomaso Parentucelli
(1397-1455)
Pope: 1447-1455
Fall of Constantinople 1453
from Tuscany
friend of Medici
friend of Fra Angelico
asks Fra Angelico
to come to Rome
and paint the
Vatican. The result is
the Capella Nicolina.
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Fra Angelico, | 395-1455






















