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Niall Ferguson:
“The rise of the West is, quite simply, the pre-

eminent historical phenomenon of the 
second half of the second millennium after 
Christ. It is the story at the very heart of 
modern history. It is perhaps the most 

challenging riddle historians have to solve.”

THE RISE OF THE WEST: Western Civilization
AND THE ROLE OF THE RENAISSANCE

The “Grand Narrative” and doubts about it.
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Niall Ferguson:
“The rise of the West is, quite simply, the pre-

eminent historical phenomenon of the 
second half of the second millennium after 
Christ. It is the story at the very heart of 
modern history. It is perhaps the most 

challenging riddle historians have to solve.”

THE RISE OF THE WEST: Western Civilization
AND THE ROLE OF THE RENAISSANCE

IF THE RISE OF THE WEST IS REAL
WHAT ROLE DID THE RENAISSANCE PLAY?
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       The Great Transition (1300-1600)
1. The emergence of the modern state.
2. The emergence of modern diplomacy.
3. The creation of the modern standing army.
4. The creation of modern taxation.
5. The creation of vernacular literature.
6. The creation of secular culture.
7. The creation of the idea of secular virtue.
8. The creation of modern vision (perspective).
9. The creation of modern religion (Protestants).
10. The creation of modern democratic ideas.
11. The creation of modern historiography.
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THE RENAISSANCE AND FLORENCE
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Italy in the middle
Florence in the middle of Italy

Dante in the middle of Florence
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Florence, 1300
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Dante Alighieri, 1265-1321
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___a
______b

_______a
______b

_____c
______b

_____c
______d

_____c

Dante, Divine Comedy, 1300
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Dante Alighieri, 1265-1321
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Florence, 1300-1350
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Fourteenth Century Background
1. Universal chronology breaks down into “ages.”
2. Church breaks down into schism and heresy.
3. Empire breaks down, thanks to collapse of Pope-Emperor partnership.
4. Christendom breaks down into “Europe.”
5. Europe breaks down into nation-states.
6. Italy breaks down into communes.
7. France breaks down into the Hundred Years War. (1337)
8. International language of Latin breaks down into vernaculars.
9. Literatures break down into national/vernacular works.
10. Art breaks down into personal point of view (Giotto).
11. Traditional religion of church breaks down into personal piety, personal
 inspiration, personal secret religious communication, and mysticism.
12. Christian confidence, piety breaks down under burden of Black Death.
13. Philosophy breaks down into subjectivism, intuition (Ockham).
14. Social cohesion, labor cooperation, entrepreneurial/labor unity breaks
          down under the impact of Black Death.  End of “happy” family manor,
          beginning of modern labor, unions vs. owners  (example: Ciompi 
          Rebellion in Florence, 1381)
15. Agriculture breaks down under over-extension, famine, drought, and
          then Black Death; no workers, land values explode, overpopulation.
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Francesco Petrarca, 1304-1374
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Francesco Petrarca, 1304-1374
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Francesco Petrarca, 1304-1374
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Petrarch in the Library in Verona, 1345, Find Cicero

SCHOLARSHIP
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Petrarch in the Forum
with friend

Giovanni Colonna

HISTORY
SundayMarch 8, 2020



Petrarch with his Books
The Sonnet

“Solo e Pensoso”

POETRY
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Petrarch with his Books
The Sonnet

“Solo e Pensoso”

Il Canzoniere
The Big Song Book

SundayMarch 8, 2020



The Sonnet
1. Petrarch “invents” it.
2. One subject (love)

3. Short
14 lines (various)

12 syllables/line (various)
4. a/b/b/a

or
a/b/a/b
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Wyatt
Sidney

Shakespeare
Donne
Milton

Wordsworth
Keats
Byron
Shelley
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Francesco Petrarca, 1304-1374
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Giovanni Boccaccio, 1305-1375
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Giovanni Boccaccio, 1305-1375
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Giovanni Boccaccio, 1305-1375
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1. Florentine
2. Merchant-banker

3. Layman
4. Traveler
5. Scholar
6. Greek
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Luigi Marsili,  (1342-1394)
Augustinian Prior  of 

monastery at Santo Spirito
friend of Petrarch

friend of Boccaccio
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Meetings at Santo Spirito:
Coluccio Salutati
Poggio Bracciolini
Roberto dei Rossi

Palla Strozzi
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Coluccio Salutati
Florentine Chancellor

1331-1406
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Giovanni Boccaccio and Florence
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Coluccio Salutati
Florentine Chancellor

1331-1406

Manuel 
Chrysoloras
1355-1415

COMES TO
FLORENCE

1400 TO
TEACH
GREEK
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1400: Florence ready for new thought.
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1402: The Political Crisis That Changes Everything
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Gian Galeazzo Visconti
1351-September 3, 1402

Coluccio Salutati
Florentine Chancellor

1331-1406
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Castello Visconteo, Milan
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1385: Coup in Milan
Gian Galeazzo overthrows his uncle Bernabó

Gian Galeazzo in control.
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1387: Milan Conquers Verona
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1387: Giangaleazzo marries daughter Valentina
to Louis d’Orleans, Brother of King Charles VI
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1390: Treaty of Alliance between Milan and Siena
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Feb 1399: Pisa Joins Milan Alliance
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Aug 1399: Siena Accepts Milanese Overlordship
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Florence pays huge price for Price Rupert of Germany to 
come to Italy with troops to defeat Visconti.

Oct 1401: Rupert defeated by Milan.
All the money wasted.
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June 1402: Milanese troops enter Bologna
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Summer 1402: Florence totally isolated.
Empire cant help. 

France cant help-royal chaos.
England cant help: political upheaval

Pope cant help: Schism
Siena, Pisa, Bologna in hands of enemy.
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Summer 1402: 
The greatest crisis in the history of the Florentine Republic
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Summer 1402: 
Florence waited all summer for the attack.
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September 3, 1402: Giangaleazzo Visconti died of plague.
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In Florence, 
in leadership circles
the Crisis was a sign.

The meaning was
visible in Gregorio Dati

History of Florence:
“ . . .all the freedom of 
Italy lay in the hands of
the Florentines alone. . .

every other power
deserted them.”
Freedom won.

Free Flo Republic won.
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Result: Inside the salons, a new ethic was  formed:
Greek philosophy, Roman history, Florentine Republic
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1900-1988
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Hans Baron writing from London, 1939
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1900-1988
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Salutati

Fra Luigi Marsili

Palla Strozzi
Poggio

Bracciolini

1400-1405: Circle of scholars, politicians, businessmen
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A NEW
VIEW
OF

HISTORY
EMERGES

FLORENCE
AS 

HEROIC
REPUBLIC
FREEDOM

WINS:
CULTURE
POLITICS
HISTORY
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Historiarum Florentini populi libri XII 
History of the Florentine People, 12 Books

Republics good things, Roman Empire not so good.

Leonardo
Bruni

1370-1444

Leonardo Bruni:  
Italy had revived in recent centuries; could be described as entering a new age.
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Manuel Chrysoloras
1355-1415

1395 Chrysoloras in Venice
Meets Guarino and others

Manual Chrysoloras not only
teaches Greek to Flo.
He also brings books

in Greek to Flo.
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Manuel Chrysoloras
1355-1415

1395 Chrysoloras in Venice
Meets Guarino and others

Ptolemy of Alexandria
100 - 170  AD
The Geography
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Ptolemy of Alexandria
100 - 170  AD
The Almagest

and
The Geography

The Geography gives us
a complete version

of latitude and longitude.
It posits a 

GEOCENTRIC
UNIVERSE.

Columbus carried copy 
of the Geography maps 

with him.
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Manuel Chrysoloras
1355-1415

1395 Chrysoloras in Venice
Meets Guarino and others

Jacopo
d’ 

Angelo
di

Scarperia
1360-1411
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Jacopo d’ Angelo di Scarperia
1360: born in Scarperia

1380: Florence meet Salutati
1395: Venice meet Chrysoloras

1396: Constantinople with Chrysoloras
1397-1400: Florence

1406: Translate Ptolemy
1411: death in Rome
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1400
Ptolemy Comes to Flo

1406
Jacopo trans. Geographia

1410
Studies of Ptolemy

Florence, Rome
1477

Print Ptolemy
Geographia

1492
Columbus

Carries
Ptolemy
with him.
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The Medici Villa at Cafaggiolo
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15th Century Europe
Mapping the World

The Geometrization of the World
The Power of Abstraction

Ptolemy Leads to Columbus
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!5th Century Italian manuscript based on Ptolemy 
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Vitruvius Presents His Book on Architecture
to the young Emperor Augustus, 20 BC
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De architectura – Ten Books on Architecture
1.Town planning, architecture or civil engineering in general, 

and the qualifications required of an architect (Education)
2.Building materials
3.Temples and the orders of architecture
4.'continuation of book IV'
5.Civil buildings
6.Domestic buildings
7.Pavements and decorative plasterwork (FRESCO)
8.Water supplies and aqueducts
9.Sciences influencing architecture – geometry, measurement, 

astronomy, sundial
10.Use and construction of machines - Roman siege engines, 

water mills, drainage machines, Roman technology, hoisting, 
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Vitruvius, De Architectura, Bk X
St Gall manuscript on parchment (Vellum)

Dated: 750-987
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Vitruvius, De Architectura, Bk X
St Gall manuscript on parchment 

Dated: 750-987

1415: Poggio Brings Vitruvius to Florence
Brunelleschi reads Vitruvius
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Te A Byzantine Greek world map according to Ptolemy's first 
(conic) projection. From Codex Vaticanus Urbinas Graecus 82, 
Constantinople c. 1300. Parchment 575 x 418 mm. Probably 

assembled by Maximus Planudes; later in possession of Palla 
Strozzi (1372-1462) then with Federico da Montefeltro, 
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Latin 1406 Vitruvius, De Architectura,

SundayMarch 8, 2020



SundayMarch 8, 2020



SundayMarch 8, 2020



SundayMarch 8, 2020



Rebecca
Recieving
Prophecy

Old Isaac Tricked 
into Blessing Jacob

instead of elder Esau

Rebecca gives
birth to
Twins

Esau
sells

his birthright
to bro

Isaac
sends
Esau

hunting
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BOTTICELLI IN FLORENCE 1470S WITH MEDICI

SundayMarch 8, 2020



SundayMarch 8, 2020



SundayMarch 8, 2020



Simonetta Vespucci, 1453- April 26, 1476, 
buried in the church of Ognissanti, Florence
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Piazza Santo Spirito
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Puccini: Gianni Schicchi, O mio babbino caro

SundayMarch 8, 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQgr8zIpTm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQgr8zIpTm4
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