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Jesus of Nazareth, 
5 BC- 30 AD

 “Augustus” 
63 BC -14  AD

Herod 
the Great

74 BC - 4 BC
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CHRISTIANS AND ROME
CHRISTIAN STORY HAPPENING IN CENTER  
OF MOST IMPORTANT EMPIRE OF ALL TIME
Jesus "arrives" on scene at most important moment in all 
time in most important international political structure of  
all time .

this idea that Roman Empire a "once-in-all-time-time" 
endures all way through Mid Ages and Renaissance

also: much stirring  of subject peoples
! Palestine the hottest spot in all empire
! 67-37 BC 150,000 dies in uprisings
! Palestine most explosive province in empire 

thus Jesus arrives into "revolutionary" moment
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CHRISTINAITY VERSUS ROMAN AND GREEK GODS

Christianity bequeathed to Western culture a God who 
revealed himself definitively in the person of Jesus, and 
who continues to redeem the world by the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Time itself was transformed: 

Where the Greeks and Romans thought of the
universe as fixed and eternal, Christianity building on 
the Hebrew prophets and their HISTORICAL VISION 
injected into Western consciousness the notion of the 
future as change and progress.

In the “fullness of time.” (Paul)
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1.  A new conception of God.
2.  An inversion of values: 

vengence is bad, forgiveness good
3.  A new conception of the community:

caring vs “honor”
4.  A new conception of the good life.

service to poor, sick
5.  A new emphasis on the INDIVIDUAL.

The individual now had a personal 
connection to a personal God:  Jesus.

To a world ruled by fate 
and the whims of 100s of capricious gods, 

Christianity brought the promise of  Order and everlasting life
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Paul the Apostle
5 AD to 65 AD
born in Tarsus 
(Asia Minor)
died in Rome
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First Council of Jerusalem, 49 AD
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ROME 
64/65
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Nero’s Persecution of the Christians, 64 AD
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Tacitus, 56 - 117 AD
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Nero’s Persecution of the Christians, 64 AD
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Matthew Mark

Luke John

When were
the Gospels

Written?
60-70 AD?
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Emperor Decius, (201-251)
Emperor 249-251
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Emperor Diocletian, (245-311)
Emperor, 284-305, persecutions begin 303 
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Constantine the Great, 272-337
Emperor, 306-337
Edict of Milan 313
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Council of Nicaea, 325 AD
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Augustine was born in the 
year 354 AD in the city of 

Thagaste (now Souk Ahras, 
Algeria) in the Roman 

province of Numidia.  His 
mother, Monica was a devout 
Christian; his father Patricius 

was a Pagan who converted to 
Christianity on his deathbed. 

Monica was a key figure in his 
life and he believed she had 
led him to the true path after 
all his youthful wanderings.

Monica takes 
little Augustine 

to school

ROMAN NORTH AFRICA 350’s
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Age 13(?)

TuesdayJanuary 7, 2020



TuesdayJanuary 7, 2020



TuesdayJanuary 7, 2020



TuesdayJanuary 7, 2020



THE DISCOVERY OF EVIL: 
human beings can love doing evil
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Marcus Tullius Cicero, 106-43

1. Freedom in 
the West

2. Rhetoric
3. Letters

At the age of 17, through the 
generosity of his fellow citizen 

Romanianus, Augustine went to 
Carthage to continue his 

education in rhetoric. It was 
while he was a student in 

Carthage that he read Cicero's 
dialogue Hortensius (now lost), 
which he described as leaving a 
lasting impression and sparking 

his interest in philosophy.  
Although raised as a Christian, 

Augustine left the church to 
follow the Manichaean religion, 

much to his mother's despair. As 
a youth Augustine lived a 

hedonistic lifestyle for a time, 
associating with young men who 
boasted of their sexual exploits. 
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Marcus Tullius Cicero 
3 January 106 BC – 
7 December 43 BC) 
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The Collected Letters of Marcus Tullio Cicero
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Assassination of Cicero by Mark Antony’s Soldiers, 
December 7, 43 BC
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College life:  Augustine in love; hot sex
(“Dear God, make me chaste; but not yet.” 
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Loves Virgil: 
loves the lovers in the Aeneid:

Aeneas and Dido
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Manichaeism was a major 
religious movement that was 

founded by the Iranian 
prophet Mani

 ( Latin: Manichaeus) 
c. 216–276).

Mani  of Iranian origin, was the prophet and the founder of Manichaeism, a religion of late 
antiquity which was widespread. Mani was born in or near Seleucia-Ctesiphon in Babylonia, at 
the time still part of the Parthian Empire. Six of his major works were written in Syriac.  He died 

in Gundeshapur.

Dualism: light and dark, good and evil. Good is up in 
heaven, dark is down here with us in our physical 
world. We should strive to escape this dark world.
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383: Augustine goes to Rome
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383: Augustine comes to Rome
To do advanced study and teach.

Finds Rome dull.
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383: Augustine to Milan
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313: Edict of Milan, Christianity legal
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In Milan
Plato
The

Greeks

Crisis 
of 

Faith

The Garden
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Saint Ambrose
of Milan

b. 340
d. Milan 397

buried in
Sant’Ambrogio
mosaic portrait

now in 
Sant’Ambrogio
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340 born in Trier Germany
372 education in Rome
374 made Bishop of Milan
375-383 Emperor Gratian  close to Ambrose
386 ! Ambrose writes 
De officiis ministrorum (like Cicero)
387 baptizes Augustine
390 Excommunicates Emperor Theodosius
391-3 in Florence (San Lorenzo)
394 back in Milan triumphant
(Church-State fight: Henry Becket 1164)
397 died in Milan
buried Sant’ Ambrogio

Saint Ambrose and Milan
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Saint Ambrose

Why is he important?

1. Classical tradition
2. Roman state
3. Judeo-Christ 
4. New Bishop
5. Forms of Worship
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De officiis ministrorum. 386

Uses Cicero Book as model
Choice of Cicero tells us how 
“Roman” Ambrose is.
The “duties” of Christian clergy
Synthesizes Roman morality 
with Christian ideas
Ambrose aspires to demonstrate 
that Christian values not only match 
but also exceed the moral standards 
advocated by Cicero.
His book hints at new role of Bishop
Leader of the Community
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300-400 Church goes from persecution to Triumph
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Final Triumph of Christians 
Over Arians in the Imperial 

Family
but outside of

Rome,  Arianism
Spreads

Saint Ambrose of Milan, 340-397 AD
Emperor Thedosius I (347-395)
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Basilica of Sant’ Ambrogio
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Christians Increase Thoughout 
Empire
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In Milan
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As he sat there in the garden, he says, he heard a child's voice 
"from a nearby house" repeating the singing words, "pick up 

and read, pick up and read". Hearing this as a divine command 
to open his Bible, Augustine did so and read a letter of Paul 

with an injunction against "indecencies," a command to "put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh in its 
lusts."  This was enough to convert Augustine immediately and 

finally, and he hurried to tell the good news to Alypius (who 
was in the garden and who joined Augustine in his decision to 

convert) and to his mother Monica (who was thrilled). 
Augustine had finally arrived at his goal.

AUGUSTINE IN THE GARDEN:
MOMENT OF CONVERSION

Voice in the garden. P. 152.
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387 Bishop Ambrose baptizes Augustine (age 35)
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Baptismal Font of original Cathedral of Milan where 
Ambrose baptized Augustine on April 25, 387.
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“What does
Athens
have to
do with

Jerusalem?”

“Quid
Athenae

Hierosolymis?”

400 AD
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The Empire in 390‘s: Ambrose and Theodosius
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Emperor Theodosius 
the Great
347-395

Theodosius makes Christianity the religion of the empire
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August 24, 410, Sack of Rome
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Sack of Rome by Joseph Silvestre
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Goths in Rome
by

Paul Jamin
France, 1853-1903
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Emperor’s daughter Galla Placidia Captured by the Goths
TuesdayJanuary 7, 2020



Ataulf, King of the Goths
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Jan. 1, 414, Galla Placidia marries King Ataulf
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In the aftermath of the sack of Rome 410,
Augustine sits down to write the most influential 

work of Christian theology of all time.
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Augustine created a 
theology of the self in 

The Confessions, and in 
The City of God he 

initiates a theology of 
history.
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Romans claimed that the gods had 
abandoned Rome because many 
Romans had forsaken them and 

taken the new faith. They said the 
Christian God had failed to protect 

Rome, as he should have done, since 
Constantine had declared him to be 

the one true God. The angry 
wrangling between the two 

communities prompted Augustine 
to begin writing The City of God.

ROMANS ATTACK CHRISTIANS AFTER SACK

First ten books of The City of God, which make up the first part of the work, 
refute the pagans’ charges that Christians brought about the fall of Rome..
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Book XI begins the second part of The City of God, 
where Augustine describes the doctrine of the two 

cities, one earthly and one heavenly. In the next 
three books he details how these two cities came 
about, based on his reading of the Bible. The next 

four books explain the prehistory of the city of 
heaven, from Genesis to the age of Solomon. In 

book XVIII, Augustine undertakes a similar process 
of portraying the prehistory of the city of the world, 

from Abraham to the Old Testament prophets. 
Augustine focuses on how the two cities will end in 
book XIX, and in the process he outlines the nature 
of the supreme good. He emphasizes the idea that 

the peace and happiness found in the heavenly city 
can also be experienced here on earth. Book XX 

deals with the Last Judgment.

The Earthly and the Heavenly City
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Augustine and the Two Cities

The City of God
became the most influential

work of theology in the
whole Christian tradition.

The argument of the book
encouraged Christians to

view
SEPARATION OF

CHURCH AND STATE
as a cornerstone

of Western political
thinking.
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c. 400
Theodosius makes Christianity 

the religion of the empire.
Theodosius often

confuses his politcal
motives with religious ones.

This was exactly
what Aug saw as the 
danger to the church.

Aug's position made
the Western church
and its political allies
unique in the world.
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