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WHICH MIDDLE EAST? 



WORLD DISTRIBUTION OF 
POLITICAL LIBERTY 

1974 2002

W. Europe and 
Anglophone States 28 28 (100%) 28 (100%) 1.58 1.04

Latin America and 
Caribbean 33 30 (91%) 17 (52%) 3.81 2.49

E. Europe and former 
Soviet Union 27 19 (70%) 4 (15%) 6.5 3.39

Asia (E, SE, and S) 25 12 (48%) 4 (16%) 4.84 4.38

Pacific Islands 12 11 (91%) 8 (67%) 2.75 2

Africa (Sub-Saharan) 48 19 (40%) 5 (10%) 5.51 4.33

Middle East / N. Africa 19 2 (11%) 1 (5%) 5.15 5.53

Total 192 121 (63%) 73 (38%) 4.39 3.38

Arab Countries 16 0 0 5.59 5.81

Muslim Majority 43 7* 0 5.29 5.33

Average 
Score

"Muslim Majority" democracies are Bengladesh, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Indonesia, Turkey, 
and Albania

Liberal 
Democracies 
(score < 2.5)

Number DemocraciesRegion
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THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE 
1699 



TURNING POINTS 

1914  The Ottoman Empire enters the First World War on the side of the Central Powers 

1948  The Arab League opposes the UN partition of the Palestine Mandate 

1980  Iraq seizes the opportunity of going to war against post-revolutionary Iran 

[2001  Al-Qaeda shifts its sites to the “far enemy”] 

 



GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Conventional war looms large, relatively speaking 

Political ambitions tend to exceed military capabilities (except in Israel) 

The domestic political risks of making peace have often appeared to outweigh the risks of war 

Great Powers perennially caught between contradictory impulses 

Exploitation 

Stabilization 

Reform  



THE EASTERN QUESTION 

The most dangerous moment for a bad government is when it tries to reform itself.  
 

Tocqueville 



THE AUSPICIOUS INCIDENT 
SULTAN MAHMUD II (JUNE 1826) 



INTERESTS AND RIVALRIES 

Russia 
Territorial Expansion (Black Sea) 
Global access via the Turkish straits 
Protect Slavic / Orthodox minority 

 

Austria 
Territorial expansion (Balkans, esp. after 1870) 
Contain Slavic nationalism 
 

[Italy] 
Territorial expansion (Tripolitania) In general … 

From 1680s - Profit at Ottoman expense 
From 1770s – Avert a vacuum of power 
From 1820s – Control indigenous 
national movements 



INTERESTS AND RIVALRIES 

Britain 
Greek independence (after 1820s) 
Secure approaches to India (Suez Canal from 1869) 
Promote Ottoman reform to contain Russia 

 

France 
Balance against the Vienna settlement (1815) 
Check Britain in Eastern Med. and North Africa 
Protect Catholic Christian population 

 

Prussia / Germany 
Avert conflict between Russia and Austria 
Gain leverage as broker 
 

In general … 
From 1680s - Profit at Ottoman expense 
From 1770s – Avert a vacuum of power 
From 1820s – Control indigenous 
national movements 



THE BULGARIAN HORRORS 



THE BULGARIAN HORRORS 



THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR 

Russian annexations in Armenia, Georgia, 
and Bessarabia 

Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro 
independent 

“Small” Bulgaria and Eastern Rumelia 
autonomous under Ottoman protection 

Bosnia-Herzegovina placed under 
Austrian control 

Britain occupies Cyprus 

Armenian security “internationalized” 



T
H

E Y
O

U
N

G
 T

U
R

K
S 

1908-13 

Top: Mehmet Talat Pasha, Minister of the Interior 

Left: Ismail Enver Pasha, Minister of War 

Right: Ahmed Jamal Pasha, Minister of the Navy 



FIRST BALKAN WAR 
OCT 1912 -  MAY 1913 

Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria, and 
Montenegro versus the Ottoman 
Empire



SECOND BALKAN WAR 
JUNE-AUGUST 1913 

Serbia, Greece, and Romania 
versus Bulgaria



THE THIRD BALKAN WAR 

If there is ever another war in Europe, it will come out of some damned thing in the Balkans. 
 

Bismarck 



ANGLO-RUSSIAN SPHERES OF INFLUENCE 
1907-14 



THE ESCAPE OF THE GOEBEN AND BRESLAU 
AUGUST 1914 



THE DARDANELLES 
18 MARCH 1915 



The Arab assault on Aqaba (1916)

THE ARAB REVOLT 
1916-1917 



ARMENIA 
1915-22 

A campaign of race extermination is in progress… .

Henry Morgenthau (16 July 1915)



ARMENIA 
1915-22 



ARMENIA 
1915-22 

the most infamous figure of our time…

Serge Sazanov, on Talat Pasha (1927)



THE SICK MAN FINALLY DIES 



NATIONS 
AND 

EMPIRES 



PLANNING 
1915 



MORE PLANNING 
1915-17 



HELLENISM IN THE NEAR EAST 



TREATY OF SÈVRES 
1919 



THE GREEK-TURKISH WAR 
1919-22 



TREATY OF LAUSANNE 
1923 



THE PARTITION OF ARABIA 



PLANNING 
SYKES-PICOT (1916) 



PLANNING 
T. E. LAWRENCE (1918) 



PLANNING 
AMERICAN MANDATES (1919) 



Mecca 

Baghdad 
Damascus 

Jerusalem 

Medina 

HUSSEIN’S ARAB KINGDOM 



POLITICAL ARABIA 

Clan, tribal, provincial, and other jurisdictional 
boundaries 

Arabia political divisions in 1900 



STRONGMEN 

Faisal I, King of Syria (1918-20), 
King of Iraq (1921-33) 

Abdullah I, Emir of Transjordan 
(1921-46), King of Jordan (1946-51) 

Ali I, King of the Hejaz 
(1924-25) 



STRONGMEN 

Faisal I, King of Syria (1918-20), 
King of Iraq (1921-33) 

Abdullah I, Emir of Transjordan 
(1921-46), King of Jordan (1946-51) 

Abdulaziz ibn Saud, Emir of Nejd, 
founder of Saudi Arabia (1902-53) 



THE NEW MIDDLE EAST 
1926 



THE PALESTINE MANDATE 

His Majesty’s Government view with 
favour the establishment in Palestine of 
a national home for the Jewish people, 
and will use their best endeavours to 
facilitate the achievement of this object, 
it being clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the 
civil and religious rights of non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine or the rights 
and political status of Jews in any other 
country. 

The Balfour Declaration 
2 November 1917 


