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THE WESTERN TRADITION IN 1900
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20th Century's Heritage from the 19th
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HOPE  AND FEAR FOR A NEW AGE
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500 acres 
50 million visitors
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1900:
running water 

& internal plumbing 
and lighted streets, 

and urban sanitation, 
preserved and 

refrigerated food, 
sewing machines, 

washing machines, 
typewriters, 

lawn-mowers, 
the phonograph, 

the telegraph 
the telephone

the photograph
moving pictures 

and lately, 
beginning in 

the 1890s
 the 

extraordinary 
gift of 

individual 
powered 

mobility in 
the horseless 

carriage
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Manufacturing cities explode: Manchester, Birmingham.

New Urban life becomes the norm during life of Victoria.
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The cotton mills of Lancashire

SundayJune 14, 2020



ARMAMENTS
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In the ten years from the mid-eighties 
to mid-nineties land warfare 

was revolutionized by the introduction of 
the magazine-loading small-bore rifle, 

the improved Maxim machine gun, 
and smokeless powder. 

Together these multiplied 
the range, rapidity and accuracy of firepower 

five times or more and changed the nature of battle. 

Infantry who had fired three rounds a minute at Waterloo could now fire 
sixteen rounds a minute. The small bore added distance to the trajectory 

and accuracy to the aim. 

A REVOLUTION IN ARMS
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Alfred Bernhard Nobel  (1833 – 1896) 
was a Swedish chemist, engineer, 
inventor, businessman, and 
philanthropist. He held 355 different 
patents, dynamite being the most famous. 
The synthetic element nobelium was 
named after him. He owned Bofors, 
which he redirected from its previous 
role as primarily an iron and steel 
producer to a major manufacturer of 
cannon and other armaments. Having 
read a premature obituary which 
condemned him for profiting from the 
sales of arms, he bequeathed his fortune 
to institute the Nobel Prize. His name 
also survives in companies such as 
Dynamit Nobel and AkzoNobel, which 
are descendants of mergers with 
companies that Nobel established
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 Above all, smokeless powder, patented 
by Nobel between 1887 and 1891,  opened up 

and extended the battlefield. 

It cleared the field of vision, permitted 
concealment of guns, speeded reloading and 
increased the range and accuracy of artillery 

from one thousand to five or six thousand 
yards. 

Battle would now spread over vast distances 
and an army be brought under fire before it 

could see the enemy. The conditions were laid, 
if barely yet suspected,  for the supremacy of 

artillery over the rifle. (Visibility)

The torpedo and the mine equally extended 
the range of naval warfare and experiments 

gave awful promise of the submarine.
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First International Peace Conference, the Hague, May, 1899

Fear of the swelling armaments industry was widespread. 
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1896 Victoria, 
Queen of the United 
Kingdom, at 
Balmoral Castle in 
Scotland, with her 
son Albert Edward, 
Prince of Wales 
(right), and Tsar 
Nicholas II of Russia 
(left). Seated on the 
left is Alexandra, 
Tsarina of Russia, 
holding her baby 
daughter Grand 
Duchess Olga.
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THE UNITED KINGDOM AND ITS QUEEN: 1837-1901
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Feb 1, 1901
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 “The Streets Were Indeed a Strange Sight” 

“England’s Queen is dead! The words sound as 
heavily as though one should say, 
The sun is no longer in the sky!”

 —MARIE CORELLI 

“It is like a roof being off a house 
to think of an England Queenless.“

—ARTHUR BENSON
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St George’s Chapel, Windsor
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Friedrich Nietzsche, 1844-1900
SundayJune 14, 2020



The goal of human effort should be 
not the elevation of all but the 

development of finer and stronger 
individuals. 

“Not mankind, but superman is the 
goal.” 

 The road to the Superman must lie through aristocracy. 
Democracy—“ this mania for counting noses”— must be 

eradicated before it is too late. 
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1904: Debate God Does Not Exist
Friends urge him to publish

Mussolini and Nietzsche

MUSSOLINI IN SWITZERLAND
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The West is Over. According 
to Spengler, the Western 

world is ending and we are 
witnessing the last season

—"winter time"—of Western 
Civilization. In Spengler's 

depiction, Western Man is a 
proud but tragic figure 

because, while he strives and 
creates, he secretly knows 

the actual goal will never be 
reached.

The Decline of the West (German: Der Untergang des 
Abendlandes), or The Downfall of the Occident, is a 
two-volume work by Oswald Spengler, the first 
volume of which was published in the summer of 
1918. 

Der Untergang des Abendlandes 1918
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June, 1914, Sarajevo
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"According to the most recent and 
convincing scholarship, it was not the 
case, as the man in the street seems to 
have believed at the time, and as 
Englishmen and others were to write 
later, that the European world of June 
1914 was a sort of Eden in which the 
outbreak of hostilities among major 
powers came as a surprise.  On the 
contrary, as its political and military 
elites recognized, Europe was in the 
grip of an unprecedented arms race; 
internally the powers were victims of 
violent social, industrial, and political 
strife; and general staffs chattered 
constantly, not about whether there 
would be war, but where and when."
—David Fromkin, 
Europe’s Last Summer: Who Started 
the Great War in 1914?
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"Whatever the intentions which underlay it, German policy in 
the crisis of July 1914 must rank as one of the great disasters 
of world history.  The leaders of arguably the most successful 
country in Europe, a country bursting with energy, boasting a 
young and dynamic population and an economy second to none, a 
country whose army, whose administration, whose scientific and 
artistic achievements were the envy of the world, took decisions 
which plunged it and the other powers into a ghastly war in which 
almost ten million men lost their lives, the old internal and 
international order was for ever destroyed, and popular hatreds 
were released which were to poison public life for generations to 
come"
—John Röhl, "Germany," in 
Decisions for War, 1914, ed. Keith Wilson 
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The new power of the military:

Paul Kennedy, one of the best modern diplomatic historians, puts the 
case as follows: "What took the decision makers of 1914 by surprise 
was not the domino effect of diplomatic obligations: Britain apart, 
the position of all the other powers was known in advance.  The 
alarming, bewildering aspect to many statesmen was the intrusion of 
the military factor, that is, the insistence by the general staffs that 
certain things had to occur at once, that certain courses of action 
were impossible, and so on.  The officials in Vienna had to hurry the 
pace of the war, so that the Austro-Hungarian army could crush the 
Serbs in the south before turning to meet the Russians on the 
Galician front.  Russia must mobilize along its entire western border, 
the Czar's government was advised, and could not do so on the 
Austrian frontier alone.  The German army had to strike westward, 
and through Belgium, just as soon as Russia mobilized—or so Kaiser 
Wilhelm and [Chancellor] Bethmann Hollweg were informed: no 
other choice was open." 
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The Guns of August
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Some were happy war had come.

Adolf Hitler later recalled that when he heard the news of the outbreak of war, 
"I sank to my knees and thanked heaven from an overflowing heart that it had 
granted me the good fortune to be alive at such a time."  And Hitler's reaction 
was not uncommon.  Stefan Zweig, an Austrian writer who, as a Jew would 
later become an exile from Hitler's Europe, remembered the feeling of fraternity 
among the crowd in Vienna: "Strangers spoke to one another in the streets, 
people who had avoided each other for years shook hands, everywhere one saw 
excited faces.  Each individual experienced an exaltation of his ego, he was no 
longer the isolated person of former times, he had been incorporated into the 
mass, he was part of the people, and his person, his hitherto unnoticed person, 
had been given meaning."   For most Europeans such feelings of exaltation 
would not survive the brutal experience of trench warfare.  
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The war was supposed to be determined by great sweeping offensives in a 
matter of months. But once the German Schlieffen Plan failed it became a war of 
attrition. On the Western Front the defense, owing to the state of technology—
the dominance of the machine gun on the battlefield, the primitive state of tanks 
and planes—prevailed, and the war bogged down in thousands of miles of 
trenches. Battles, the generals came to believe, would not be won by brilliant or 
subtle tactics, but rather by more men and bigger guns, a bit push to snap the 
enemy's front line. 
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But there was no major breakthrough in the West for four 
years, and the extravagant expenditure of lives (more than 6000 
per day, almost 10 million altogether) and of resources eventually 
caused empires and economies to collapse.  ism, a long chain of 
retrograde violence.
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The aftershocks—
inflation, 
the Bolshevik seizure of power, 
the Great Depression, 
the rise of Fascism and of National Socialism
—are all intricately bound up with the 
catastrophe of the Great War. 
The war dealt a terrible blow to the liberal 
civilization of the nineteenth century; it 
would require thirty years and many millions 
more lives before liberalism could recover. 
The great French socialist leader, Jean Jaurès, 
assassinated by a nationalist fanatic on the eve 
of the war, had predicted its outcome in 1905: 
"From a European war a revolution may 
spring up and the ruling classes would do well 
to think of this.  But it may also result, over a 
long period, in crises of counter-revolution, of 
furious reaction, of exasperated nationalism, of 
stifling dictatorships, of monstrous militarism, 
a long chain of retrograde violence."
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1918 Italian Army Comes Home
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INTENSE SOCIAL CONFLICT: LEFT VS RIGHT
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THE RED YEARS, 1918-1920 ALL OVER EUROPE
Fear sweeps over Europe that Reds are on march

Red Brigades
take over

plant in Milan
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Nov 17, 1917, Lenin leads Bolsheviks, 
take over Revolution

St Petersburg
An earthquake in European affairs.
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1920-1922
Fascists fight in the streets with Socialists, 

Anarchists, Italy out of control.
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Oct 1922, Fascists march on Rome
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Oct 1922: The most important decision of King Vitt Em III
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1924: La Stampa: Body of Matteotti found outside Rome

SundayJune 14, 2020



1923
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MUNICH PUTSCH 1923

Nazi Party,  
National Socialist 
German Workers' 

Party, German 
Nationalsozialists 

Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei 

(NSDAP)
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Mussolini meets Hitler first time, Venice 1934
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1936 GERMANY REOCCUPIES THE RHINELAND
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MARCH 1938 ANSCHLUSS; GERMANY INTO  AUSTRIA
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MARCH 1938 ANSCHLUSS; GERMANY INTO  AUSTRIA
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SEPT  1938 CZECH CRISIS; MUNCH SUMMIT
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CHAMBERLAIN
TO

MUNICH
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Chamberlain           Daladier.            Hitler                 Mussolini               Ciano
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CHAMBERLAIN IN LONDON: PEACE IN OUR TIME
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Sept
1938

Munich
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MAR 1939: NEW CZECH CRISIS;HITLER WANTS MORE
MUSSOLINI RECOMMENDS LONDON PEACE OFFER
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1939 AUG 23: VON RIBBENTROP IN MOSCOW
SIGNS PACT WITH SOVIETS
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THE BRITISH SUDDENLY SEE THE LIGHT
“HITLER A LIAR.”

BRITAIN FRANCE SIGN PACT WITH POLAND
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HITLER
SAYS
THE

BRITISH
WILL

NEVER
FIGHT
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MAY 10 1940:CHAMBERLAIN RESIGNS CHURCHILL PM
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JUNE 22 1940 GERMANS MARCH INTO PARIS
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OCT 1940: HITLER MEETS MUSSOLINI AT BRENNER
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TRIUMPH OF GERMAN FORCES BRGINS TIP ALLIANCE
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1941
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THE HEADLINE THAT SHOCKED THE WORLD
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JUNE 22 1941 OPERATION BARBAROSSA

Hitler had said NOTHING to Mussolini
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DEC 7, 1941 PEARL HARBOR
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1942:  ALLIES MOVE INTO NORTH AFRICA
USA JOINS BRITS, WAR WILL DESTROY ITALIAN

EMPIRE IN NORTH AFRICA
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AXIS LOSING IN NORTH AFRICA
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DEC 1942-July 1943 GERMANS LOSING IN RUSSIA

German
prisoners
march to
Moscow
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APRIL 1943 HITLER MUSSOLINI MEET: GLOOM
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JULY 1943 ALLIES LAND IN SICILY
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SEPT 1943 ALLIES LAND ON THE ITALIAN MAINLAND
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Aug 1943
Daring

Rescue of
Mussolini

off of 
mountain

top
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MUSSOLINI RETURNS TO ITALY:LAGO DI GARDA

ITALIAN
SOCIAL

REPUBLIC
1943-1945
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Salò is a town on the banks of Lake Garda, was the seat of 
government of the Italian Social Republic from 1943 to 1945, 

with the ISR often being called the "Republic of Salò." 

Italian Social Republic, 1943-1945
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June 1944
Battle 

for
Rome
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Hitler and Mussolini meet for the last time.
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APRIL 15, 1945
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Bodies of
Mussolini &

Claretta
Petacci

APRIL 28, 1945, Lago di Como

Italian Social Republic
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Claretta Petacci

1912-
1945
Died 
with 

Mussolini
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APRIL 30, 1945
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MAY 8, 1945
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THE COLD WAR: 1945-1991
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1976
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THE BRIGATTE 
ROSSE

TORINO
1976
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MARCH 16, 1978. THE ALDO MORO CASE
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THE
BRIGATTE

ROSSE
THE ALDO

MORO
CASE:
Kidnap

and
Murder

a
Prime 

Minister

SundayJune 14, 2020



May 9, 1978, find the body of Aldo Moro
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FRANCESCO COSSIGA,
PRES OF ITALY AT TIME

and one of Aldo Moro’s best friends.
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1980 Democracies collapsing
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1980 Democracies collapsing
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Geneva 1985
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Mr. Gorbachev,
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NOVEMBER 9, 1989: The wall came down.
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East Germans pour through the wall to visit 
families they have not seen for almost 30 years.

East and West Germans embrace and cry together.
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Lech Wałęsa
1943-

SundayJune 14, 2020



1989 Prague: Václav Havel 1936-2011
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 June1989 Tiananmen Square
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Moscow August 19, 1991
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1995
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
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TRIUMPH OF 
WESTERN 

CIVILIZATION 
OR DECLINE?
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WHO WAS RIGHT ABOUT WESTERN CIVILIZATION ?
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21st Century: Does Freedom Survive?

Freedom of speech; freedom of the press; freedom of religion
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ELECTION IN INDIA MAY 2019
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Do you want hope? A 
message of life 

and optimism? Go 
watch Ravi Zacharias
from New Delhi. The
West meets the spirit 

of the East with a 
message for the whole 

world.
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Making of theWestern 
Mind Institute for the Study 

of Western Civilization 
Week 30
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