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George Gordon, Lord Byron, 1788-1824 (age 36)
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Catherine Gordon, Castle of Gight,  Aberdeenshire
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Captain John
 “Mad Jack” Byron

1756-1792
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Catherine Gordon married John Byron, May 1785 
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Aberdeen Scotland
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54 Broad Street,  Aberdeen, Scotland
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“Mad Jack” Byron
1798

5th Lord Byron dies
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1798, George Gordon,  becomes Lord Byron
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Newstead Abbey, 3200 acres, 16 farms, 
Catherine income 150 pounds a year
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Jane Austen’s
Northanger

Abbey
1798-99
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1799, Georgie goes to London
guest of lawyer John Hanson
share stories of his nurse May
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1801-
1805, 

George   
goes to 
Harrow
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1801-
1805, 

George   
goes to 
Harrow

George the Rebel
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1805-1809, Cambridge
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In 1508 Henry VII began to take an interest in the college, 
most likely as a political move to legitimize his new 

position. The building of the college's chapel, begun in 1446, 
was finally finished in 1544 during the reign of Henry VIII.
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King's College Chapel is regarded as one of the greatest 
examples of late Gothic English architecture. It has the 
world's largest fan-vault, and the chapel's stained-glass 

windows are considered some of the finest from their era. 
The chapel's choir, composed of male students at King's and 
choristers from the nearby King's College School, is one of 

the most accomplished and renowned in the world.
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Trinity College Great Gate

1805-1809, Cambridge

Lord Byron
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THE GREAT COURT, 
TRINITY COLLEGE, 

CAMBRIDGE
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Trinity College is a college of the University of Cambridge in 
England. With around 600 undergraduates, 300 graduates, 
and over 180 fellows, it is the largest college in either of the 

Oxbridge universities by number of undergraduates. 
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Members of Trinity have won 32 Nobel Prizes out of the 91 won 
by members of Cambridge University, the highest number of 

any college.
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Trinity alumni include six British prime ministers (all Tory or 
Whig/Liberal), physicists Isaac Newton, James Clerk 

Maxwell, Ernest Rutherford and Niels Bohr, mathematician 
Srinivasa Ramanujan, the poet Lord Byron, philosophers 

Ludwig Wittgenstein and Bertrand Russell and Soviet spies 
Kim Philby, Guy Burgess and Anthony Blunt.
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WREN LIBRARY (SIR CHRISTOPHER WREN) 1676
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Byron publishes first 
poems 1807 age 19
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The Cornelian 
by George Gordon, Lord Byron

(composed: October 1806) 
(From Hours of Idleness - 1807)

1. 1 
2.   No specious splendour of this stone
3.      Endears it to my memory ever;
4.   With lustre only once it shone,
5.      And blushes modest as the giver. 

2 
6.   Some, who can sneer at friendship’s ties,
7.      Have, for my weakness, oft reprov’d me;
8.   Yet still the simple gift I prize,—
9.      For I am sure the giver lov’d me. 

3 
10.  He offer’d it with downcast look,
11.     As fearful that I might refuse it;
12.  I told him when the gift I took,
13.     My only fear should be to lose it. 

4 
14.  This pledge attentively I view’d,
15.     And sparkling as I held it near,
16.  Methought one drop the stone bedew’d,
17.     And ever since I’ve lovd a tear. 

5 
18.  Still, to adorn his humble youth,
19.     Nor wealth nor birth their treasures yield;
20.  But he who seeks the flowers of truth,
21.     Must quit the garden for the field. 

6 
22.  ’Tis not the plant uprear’d in sloth,
23.     Which beauty shows, and sheds perfume;
24.  The flowers which yield the most of both
25.     In Nature’s wild luxuriance bloom. 

7 
26.  Had Fortune aided Nature’s care,
27.     For once forgetting to be blind,
28.  His would have been an ample share,
29.     If well proportion’d to his mind. 

8 
30.  But had the Goddess clearly seen,
31.     His form had fix’d her fickle breast;
32.  Her countless hoards would his have been,
33.     And none remain’d to give the rest.
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Elegy On Newstead Abbey 
by George Gordon, Lord Byron

(From Hours of Idleness - 1807)

1.1 
2.  Newstead! fast-falling, once-resplendent dome!
3.     Religion’s shrine! repentant HENRY’s pride!
4.  Of warriors, monks, and dames the cloister’d tomb,
5.     Whose pensive shades around thy ruins glide, 

2 
6.  Hail to thy pile! more honour’d in thy fall
7.     Than modern mansions in their pillar’d state;
8.  Proudly majestic frowns thy vaulted hall,
9.     Scowling defiance on the blasts of fate. 

3 
10.  No mail-clad serfs, obedient to their lord,
11.     In grim array the crimson cross demand;
12.  Or gay assemble round the festive board
13.     Their chief’s retainers, an immortal band: 

4 
14.  Else might inspiting Fancy’s magic eye
15.     Retrace their progress through the lapse of time,
16.  Marking each ardent youth, ordaln’d to die,
17.     A votive pilgrim in Judea’s clime.
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Byron publishes first 
poems 1807 age 19
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From 1809 to 1811, Byron 
went on the Grand Tour, then 

customary for a young 
nobleman. He travelled with 
Hobhouse for the first year 

and his entourage of servants 
included Byron's trustworthy 
valet, William Fletcher.  The 
Napoleonic Wars forced him 
to avoid most of Europe, and 

he instead turned to the 
Mediterranean.
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The Ladies of Cadiz
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“Written After Swimming from Sestos to Abydos”
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Hero and Leander is the Greek myth 
relating the story of Hero (Ancient 
Greek:Hērṓ; pron. like "hero" in 
English), a priestess of Aphrodite 
(Venus in Roman mythology) who 
dwelt in a tower in Sestos on the 
European side of the Hellespont 
(today's Dardanelles), and Leander 
(Ancient Greek: Léandros), a young 
man from Abydos on the opposite side 
of the strait. Leander fell in love with 
Hero and would swim every night 
across the Hellespont to spend time 
with her. Hero would light a lamp at 
the top of her tower to guide his way.
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“Written After Swimming from Sestos to Abydos”

Key word "ague" = chills fever from Latin "acuto"
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Byron in Albanian dress, by Thomas Phillips
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1811, Byron returns to England
1812, March, Publication of Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage
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March 1812
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An old, mad, blind, despised, and dying king,-- 
Princes, the dregs of their dull race, who flow 
Through public scorn,--mud from a muddy spring,-- 
Rulers who neither see, nor feel, nor know, 
But leech-like to their fainting country cling, 
Till they drop, blind in blood, without a blow,-- 
A people starved and stabbed in the untilled field,-- 
An army, which liberticide and prey 
Makes as a two-edged sword to all who wield,-- 
Golden and sanguine laws which tempt and slay; 
Religion Christless, Godless--a book sealed; 
A Senate,--Time's worst statute unrepealed,-- 
Are graves, from which a glorious Phantom may 
Burst, to illumine our tempestous day.   (Shelley 1792-1822)

Our Tempestuous Day
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George, Prince Regent by Thomas Lawrence, 1814
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King George IV (1762-1830) by Thomas Lawrence
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Byron arrives in the middle of REGENCY partying
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REGENCY LONDON

THE RICH AND THE POOR
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Covent Garden, “Square of Venus” ie Prostitution
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THE REGENC Y CIRCLE 1812

Lady Elizabeth 
Countess Melbourne

Son: Lord William Lamb
Lord Melbourne
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Elizabeth Lamb, 
Viscountess Melbourne (née Elizabeth 
Milbanke; 1751 – 1818) was one of the 

most influential of the political hostesses 
of the extended Regency period, and the 
wife of Whig politician Peniston Lamb, 

1st Viscount Melbourne. She was the 
mother of William Lamb, 2nd 

Viscount Melbourne who became 
Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom amongst several other 
influential children. Lady Melbourne 
was known not just for her political 

influence but also for her friendships 
and romantic relationships with 

members of London society including 
Georgiana Cavendish, Duchess of 

Devonshire, George, Prince of Wales 
and Lord Byron.

SaturdayMay 23, 2020

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whig_(British_political_faction)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whig_(British_political_faction)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peniston_Lamb,_1st_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peniston_Lamb,_1st_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peniston_Lamb,_1st_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peniston_Lamb,_1st_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lamb,_2nd_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lamb,_2nd_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lamb,_2nd_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Lamb,_2nd_Viscount_Melbourne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgiana_Cavendish,_Duchess_of_Devonshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgiana_Cavendish,_Duchess_of_Devonshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgiana_Cavendish,_Duchess_of_Devonshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgiana_Cavendish,_Duchess_of_Devonshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_IV_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_IV_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Byron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Byron


Lady Caroline Lamb by Thomas Lawrence
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Lady Caroline Lamb
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Annabella Milbanke Byron
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1813,  Augusta Byron Leigh
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1814, Correspondence: Byron & Annabella
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Jan 1815 They marry in County Durham, Northern England
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January 2, 1815
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Jan 1815: Byron & Annabella rent insanely expensive house
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Dec 10, 1815:  Augusta Ada Byron
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Augusta Ada Byron
 (10 1815 -1852), born Augusta 
Ada Byron and now commonly 
known as Ada Lovelace, was an 
English mathematician and writer 

chiefly known for her work on 
Charles Babbage's early 

mechanical general-purpose 
computer, the Analytical Engine. 

Her notes include what is 
recognized as the first algorithm 
intended to be carried out by a 

machine. Because of this, she is 
regarded as the first 

computer programmer.
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Ada (programming language)Paradigm
Multi-paradigm
Family
Pascal
Designed by
• MIL-STD-1815, Ada 83: Jean Ichbiah
• Ada 95: Tucker Taft
• Ada 2005: Tucker Taft
• Ada 2012: Tucker Taft

First appeared
February 1980; 40 years agoWebsite
www.adaic.orgre
Influenced by

ALGOL 68, Pascal, C++ (Ada 95), Smalltalk (Ada 95), 
Modula-2 (Ada 95) Java (Ada 2005), Eiffel (Ada 2012)

Influenced
C++, Chapel,[6] "Drago"., Eiffel, "Griffin"., Java, Nim, ParaSail, 

PL/SQL, PL/pgSQL, Python, Ruby, Seed7, "SPARforte"., 
Sparkel, SQL/PSM, VHDL

•  Ada Programming at Wikibooks
Ada is a structured, statically typed, imperative, and object-
oriented high-level programming language, extended from 
Pascal and other languages. It has built-in language support 
for design by contract (DbC), extremely strong typing, explicit 
concurrency, tasks, synchronous message passing, protected 
objects, and non-determinism. Ada improves code safety and 
maintainability by using the compiler to find errors in favor of 
runtime errors. Ada is an international technical standard, 
jointly defined by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO), and the International Electrotechnical 
Commission (IEC). As of 2020, the standard, called Ada 2012 
informally,[7] is ISO/IEC 8652:2012.[8]
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Dec 10, 1815:  Augusta Ada Byron Lovelace
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Lady Milbanke
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SCANDAL SEPARATION: April 21, 1816
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Byron's Carriage on public display before he. left England
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Villa Diodati
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Childe Harold's Pilgrimage
Canto III
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Byron opens and closes Canto III by addressing his absent daughter 
(she was taken by his wife Annabella when she left him). 

This opening indicates Byron’s sense of loss and isolation in being 
bereft of his beloved daughter, and by extension the family of which 
she was a part and the union between himself and the former Lady 

Byron. 
Annabella Byron had already left her husband, taking their young 
daughter with them, and asked for a separation on the grounds that 
Byron was either insane or cruel. With the Milbanke family hiring 
expensive lawyers, he finally agreed to it. By this time the English 
media was spreading rumors of infidelity, violence, and incest on 

Byron’s part, going so far as to call for his exile. 

In 1816 Byron left England, never to return. In so leaving, he also 
abandoned any reasonable hope of seeing his daughter again. One can 
see from this biography why this canto features a man traveling and 

turning his back on the conflicts in the world.
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Is thy face like thy mother's, my fair child!
ADA! sole daughter of my house and heart?
When last I saw thy young blue eyes they smiled,
And then we parted, -- not as now we part,
But with a hope. --
                Awaking with a start,
The waters heave around me; and on high
The winds lift up their voices: I depart,
Whither I know not; but the hour's gone by,
When Albion's lessening shores could grieve or glad mine eye.xt

Childe Harold's Pilgrimage Canto III
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 II

Once more upon the waters! yet once more!	 	 	 	 10
And the waves bound beneath me as a steed
That knows his rider.  Welcome to their roar!
Swift be their guidance, wheresoe'er it lead!
Though the strain'd mast should quiver as a reed,
And the rent canvas fluttering strew the gale,
Still must I on; for I am as a weed,
Flung from the rock, on Ocean's foam, to sail
Where'er the surge may sweep, the tempest's breath prevail.
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In my youth's summer I did sing of One,
The wandering outlaw of his own dark mind;	 	  	 	 20
Again I seize the theme, then but begun,
And bear it with me, as the rushing wind
Bears the cloud onwards: in that Tale I find
The furrows of long thought, and dried-up tears,
Which, ebbing, leave a sterile track behind,
O'er which all heavily the journeying years
Plod the last sands of life, -- where not a flower appears.
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Since my young days of passion -- joy, or pain,
Perchance my heart and harp have lost a string,
And both may jar: it may be, that in vain	 	 	 	 30
I would essay as I have sung to sing.
Yet, though a dreary strain, to this I cling
So that it wean me from the weary dream
Of selfish grief or gladness -- so it fling
Forgetfulness around me -- it shall seem
To me, though to none else, a not ungrateful theme.
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V

He, who grown aged in this world of woe,
In deeds, not years, piercing the depths of life,
So that no wonder waits him; nor below
Can love, or sorrow, frame, ambition, strife,	 40
Cut to his heart again with the keen knife
Of silent, sharp endurance: he can tell
Why thought seeks refuge in lone caves, yet rife
With airy images, and shapes which dwell
Still unimpair'd though old, in the soul's 
haunted cell.
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Childe Harold's Pilgrimage
Canto III
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Byron
goes
on
to

Italy
1816

Shelleys
follow.
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Italy 1820 Revolution in the air
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DRIVE OUT THE AUSTRIANS
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Palazzo Moncenigo
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Byron meets
Teresa Guiccioli
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Family active in the secret society of the Carbonari working 
for Italian independence. Byron joins.
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Austrian secret police & army on constant patrol
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Teresa brings Byron to 
her city of Ravenna
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One problem in Ravenna: Il Barone, her husband.

SaturdayMay 23, 2020



Soon Austrians after
Byron and Teresa
so they go to Pisa
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Casa 
Lanfranchi

Pisa
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The Shelleys Join the Byrons
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Carriage trips out to the Pisan countryside
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Death of Shelley, July 9, 1822, Viarregio, Italy
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Catastrophe for the group. No one ever the same.
They disband, Mary goes home. Byron turns

attention to Greece.
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Byron to Greece 1824. REVOLUTION
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1824
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Raising funds buying arms to take to Greece.
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Reception of Lord Byron at Missolonghi
He will now lend his fame to the Greek Revolution

International front page news.
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April 19, 1824, Missolonghi, Greece
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Brewer: "Byron achieved everything he could have wished. His 
presence in Greece, and in particular his death there, drew to the 
Greek cause not just the attention of sympathetic nations, but their 
increasing active participation...Despite the critics, Byron is 
primarily remembered with admiration as a poet of genius, with 
something approaching veneration as a symbol of high ideals, and 
with great affection as a man: for his courage and his ironic slant 
on life, for his generosity to the grandest of causes and to the 
humblest of individuals, for the constant interplay of judgment and 
sympathy. In Greece he is still revered as no other foreigner, and as 
very few Greeks are, and like a Homeric hero he is accorded an 
honorific standard epithet, megalos kai kalos, a great and good 
man" 
David Brewer(2011). The Greek War of Independence. London: Overlook Duckworth

SaturdayMay 23, 2020



SaturdayMay 23, 2020



In London, widespread shock at his death. Front page 
headlines. Thousands come to walk past his bier when it 

pauses in London on way to his home at Newstead.
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St Mary Magdalene Parish, Hucknall, Nottinghamshire
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George Gordon, Lord Byron, 1788-1824
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