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The Cosmos
MondayMay 11, 2020



Aristotle, Euclid, Ptolemy, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton
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Jean Jacques Rousseau, 1712-1778
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Rue Grand, Geneva
Mother: Susan Bernard
Jean Jacques born here

 June 28, 1712
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Father: Isaac Rousseau, 
Watchmaker
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Rousseau had no recollection of learning to read, but he 
remembered how when he was 5 or 6 his father encouraged his love 

of reading:
Every night, after supper, we read some part of a small collection of 
romances [i.e., adventure stories], which had been my mother's. My 
father's design was only to improve me in reading, and he thought 
these entertaining works were calculated to give me a fondness for 
it; but we soon found ourselves so interested in the adventures they 
contained, that we alternately read whole nights together and could 
not bear to give over until at the conclusion of a volume. 
Sometimes, in the morning, on hearing the swallows at our window, 
my father, quite ashamed of this weakness, would cry, "Come, 
come, let us go to bed; I am more a child than thou 
art." (Confessions, Book 1)
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Father: Isaac Rousseau, 
Watchmaker
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Aristotle, Euclid, Ptolemy, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton

MondayMay 11, 2020



Father: Isaac Rousseau, 
Watchmaker
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Age 10, JJ and cousin sent to country school run by young 
schoolmaster Lambercier and his beautiful sister.
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When JJ is bad, 
Mlle. Lambercier 

spanks him.

He discovers 
he likes it.
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1728, age 16,
goes for hike with friend.

When they return to Geneva
the gates are closed.
They are locked out.

JJ decides to run away.

MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



Savoy
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Annecy, Savoy
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The Baronesse Françoise-Louise de Warens
1699-1762,

meets Rouseau 1728 (age 16), she is 29
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Rousseau in Turin
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Annecy, Savoy
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1731, 
Household moves

to Chambery
Rousseau joins the menage.
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1731, 
Household moves

to Chambery
Rousseau joins the menage.
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1731, 
Chambery

The third man.
(Claude Anet)
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Les Charmettes
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1733, Rousseau (21) and Louise become lovers.
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For Rousseau, he is living in Paradise.
Love, natural beauty, music, poetry.
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1738, storm clouds. Les Charmettes not so charming.
Louise has new boyfriend: M. Wintzenreid: tall, well built

Rousseau furious: starts writing
published: Life of Solitude 1740

He leaves never to return
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Les Charmettes not so charming
published: Life of Solitude 1740

He leaves never to return
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1742, Rousseau arrives in Paris
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La Sorbonne
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Moves into 
Hotel Saint Quentin
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Moves into 
Hotel Saint Quentin
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Paris: working on play
Narcisse, Or Self Love
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publishes
a romantic

novel
with
huge

success
(epistolary

novel)

MondayMay 11, 2020



1748
Rousseau begins

working with
Diderot

on 
The Encyclopedie

The great
Enlightenment

dream:
organize all
knowledge.
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1749: Sees ad for competition; enters
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1750
Rousseau
Birth of

Romanticism
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Here we have the
 
CENTRAL REVERSAL OF 
ENLIGHTENMENT PARIS: 

Rousseau at work on the 
Encyclopedia writes essay 
that attacks the whole premise 
of optimistic progressive 
Encyclopedia. 

One of most violent changes of 
direction in intellectual history.
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"Setting myself against everything 
that excites admiration today,  I can 

only await a universal outcry."

Instead they gave him the 
PRIZE!!!!!!!!!!!!
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July 1750
Rousseau wins Dijon prize

the talk of Paris
Mercure de France publishes

letters pour in pro and con
Rousseau the celebrity of Paris
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FRENCH PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT MID CENTURY
On the one hand:
Turgot,  (Voltaire)

Essay on Human Progress:
Over time human beings learn, 

they look back, use history, tradition
improve their societies (=civilization)

Progress is real and possible.

On the other hand here comes Rousseau
no to history; yes to inspiration, emotion
no to the slow careful progressive march,

yes to wild, fast, inspirational drives (the NATURAL)
the old and the traditional no good (Civ no good)

the new is good; if it is new it is good (Revol good)

1750
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Idea of Progress 

ROUSSEAU & MARX REJECTED PROGRESS
(Marxist system is static, fixed, once achieved, no change)  

In intellectual history, the Idea of Progress is the idea that 
advances in technology, science, and social organization can 
produce an improvement in the human condition. 

That is, people can become better in terms of quality of life 
(social progress) through economic development 
(modernization), and the application of science and technology 
(scientific progress). 

The assumption is that the process will happen once people 
apply their reason and skills. 
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Idea of Progress 
The Idea of Progress emerged primarily in the Enlightenment in the 18th century. 
Significant movements in this period were Diderot's Encyclopedia. Some scholars 

consider the idea of progress that was affirmed with the Enlightenment, as a 
secularization of ideas from early Christianity, and a reworking of ideas from 

ancient Greece. 

In the nineteenth century, the idea of progress was united by Charles Darwin and 
Herbert Spencer to their theories of evolution. The Spencerian version of it, called 

Social Darwinism, was very widely influential among intellectuals in many fields in 
the late nineteenth century.  

By the 1920s, however, Social Darwinism had generally lost favor with 
intellectuals, (but not in Germany. Hitler accepted it.) especially because World War 

I had shown that modern technology could cause horrible negative impacts on 
human affairs.

POST WWI:
decline in idea of progress, pessimism, Dada, Surrealism
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FRENCH PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT MID CENTURY
On the one hand:
Turgot,  (Voltaire)

Essay on Human Progress:
Over time human beings learn, 

they look back, use history, tradition
improve their societies (=civilization)

Progress is real and possible.

On the other hand here comes Rousseau
no to history; yes to inspiration, emotion
no to the slow careful progressive march,

yes to wild, fast, inspirational drives (the NATURAL)
the old and the traditional no good (Civ no good)

the new is good; if it is new it is good (Revol good)

1750
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The Idea of Progress and the American Revolution
 

The intellectual leaders of the American Revolution—such as 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson and John 
Adams, were immersed in Enlightenment thought and believed 
the Idea of Progress meant that they could reorganize the 
political system to the benefit of the human condition—for 
Americans and also as Jefferson put it, for an "Empire of Liberty" 
that would benefit all mankind. 

Thus was born the idea of inevitable American future progress. 
What gave the American Revolution its widespread appeal 
and linked it to all subsequent political revolutions was its 
association with the Idea of Progress. 

Therefore, someone like John Adams 
very explicitly rejected Rousseau.
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Rousseau invents Anthropology
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ROUSSEAU REJECTS ARISTOTLE=CLASSICAL TRADITION
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ROUSSEAU REJECTS ARISTOTLE=CLASSICAL TRADITION

ROUSSEAU REJECTS JUDEO-CHRISTIAN GENESIS
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ROUSSEAU
VERSUS

VOLTAIRE
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publishes
a romantic

novel
with
huge

success
(epistolary

novel)

Passion
and
the

novel.

MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



MondayMay 11, 2020



Byron the "genius" the Romantic Genius
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WHAT UNIFIES 
THE WHOLE
ROMANTIC 
PROGRAM?

HUMAN LIBERTY
“FREEDOM”

Rousseau
Goethe
Byron
Shelley

Ben Franklin
Jefferson

Thomas Paine
Lafayette
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WHAT UNIFIES 
THE WHOLE
ROMANTIC 
PROGRAM?

HUMAN LIBERTY
“FREEDOM”

ROMANTICISM IS
INHERENTLY

REVOLUTIONARY

IT KNOWS NO
BOUNDARIES

IT IS AN
INTERNATIONAL

MOVEMENT
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ROMANTICISM WAS 
REVOLUTIONARY
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